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MINUTES 

Thursday, June 25, 2026 
9:30 A.M. 

 

PRESENT: Brian Rybarik, Chair 
  Milt Doumit, Commissioner 
  Ann Rendahl, Commissioner 
 

The regular meeting of the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission was called to 
order on Thursday, June 25, 2026, by Chair Rybarik. 

 

Brett Shearer, Addendum to the item of Bonnyville admin. A1 and A2 and move into B1-B4, 
come back to A3-A6.  
 

E)1. Consent 
 00:00 mp4 
 

Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to approve the consent agenda and 
directs the Secretary to sign orders and/or letters necessary to affect each action. 
Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0). 
 

UTILITIES: 
 

A)1. 7:17 mp4 Docket Number UE-260215; Avista Corporation; Energy 
Recovery Mechanism (ERM) annual review filing, requesting approval to begin 
cost recovery of an approximately $89.6 million accumulated ERM surcharge 
deferral balance and approving a 2025 Solar Select Program ratepayer rebate of 
approximately $436,000. Under the Company’s proposal, a typical residential 
electric customer using 945 kWh per month would see a $6.59, or 5.3 percent, bill 
increase from July through September 2026, followed by an additional $4.46, or 
3.6 percent bill increase beginning October 1, 2026. Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Nezih Evren, Staff; Annette Brandon, Shawn 
Bonfield, Kevin Holland, Avista Corporation; Sommer Moser, Alliance of 
Western Energy Consumers; Tad O’Neill, Public Counsel 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner moved the Commission enter an Order in 
docket UE-260215, requiring Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities to amend 
its revision to its tariff WN U-28, Schedule 92, filed on March 31, 2026, to 
amortize over 24 months, the accumulated energy recovery mechanism surcharge 
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deferral balance of $89,557,398 dollars, applying the companies approved cost of 
debt. Approve the 2025 solar select program, rate payer rebate of $436,093 
dollars and requiring Avista in future annual energy recovery mechanism filings, 
to provide detailed confidential workpapers, supporting climate commitment act 
related general ledger and compliance instrument tracking system service account 
activity, ecology auction activity, allowance market transactions and a 
comparison of prior estimates to final verified obligations and actual recorded 
customer impacts. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

A)2. 1:00:31 mp4 Docket Number UG-260417; Avista Corporation; Revises Tariff 
WN U-29, introduces new Schedule 165, CCA-Funded Natural Gas Pilot 
Programs, in which the Company will use a portion of the revenues from its 
Climate Commitment Act (CCA) allowances consigned at auction for the benefit 
of customers, as authorized by RCW 70A.65.130(2)(b) and as ordered by the 
Commission in Docket UG-250663, Order 02. This filing does not impact 
customer rates. Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Corey Cook, Jeff Roberson, Staff; Shawn Bonfield, 
Meghan Pinch, Avista Corporation; Shaylee Stokes, The Energy Project; Tad 
O’Neill, Public Counsel 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to take no action. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

A)3. 3:42:58 mp4 Docket Number UW-260064; Washington Rural Utilities 
Company; Initial Tariff filing for Washington Rural Utilities Company. The 
Company provides water service to 203 customers on 14 water system in Cowlitz, 
King, Kitsap, Mason, Pierce, and Thurston Counties.  Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Kelsey Hanson, Jeff Roberson, Staff; Lydia Bower, 
Rural Utilities Company; Rachel Breslin, Public Counsel 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to enter an order in docket 
UW-260064 for Washington Rural Utilities Company, first dismissing Order 01, 
the complaint and order against Washington Rural Utilities Company and 
allowing rates that become effective April 1, 2026, that are subject to refund, to 
become permanent July 1, 2026, and allow a one time credit to customer’s July 
bill, reflecting the difference between the rates assessed between October 1, 2025, 
and April 1, 2026. Second, the commission affirms the requirement in Order 01 
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that the company must file a general rate case no later than January 1, 2028, that 
utilizes meter data to establish an appropriate rate structure. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

A)4. 3:56:59 mp4 Docket Number UW-260343; Tatoosh Water Company; Contract 
between Tatoosh Water Company and one customer to complete the installation 
of water service and meter. This site and system is in Snohomish County.  
Contract 
 

  Appearances: Rachel Stark, Jeff Roberson, Staff 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved in docket UW-260343 that the 
commission enter an Order, suspending the contract filed on April 28, 2026, by 
Tatoosh Water Company, to allow staff and the company further time to come to 
an agreement and that the company provide all the remaining documents and 
information to staff within 30 days from the effective date of the order, to allow 
staff to finalize it’s review of the contract or show cause why the company can’t 
do so. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

A)5. 4:22:05 mp4 Docket Number UW-260345; Washington Water Service 
Company; Petition for Accounting Deferral of costs associated with developing a 
comprehensive service line inventory required by 40 C.F.R. Parts 141 and 142. 
Under WAC 480-07-370(3)(b), Washington Water Service Company is 
requesting accounting deferral of costs related to completing the service line 
inventory, including expense, capital, and carrying costs. The Company seeks to 
defer costs from October 1, 2025, through December 1, 2027, to track and 
preserve costs for separate ratemaking treatment.  Petition 
 

  Appearances: Benjamin Sharbono, Josephine Strauss, Jeff 
Roberson, Connor Thompson, Staff; Jocelyn Pease, Washington Water Service 
Company; Tad O’Neill, Public Counsel 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved that the commission enter an 
order in UW-260345, a petition for accounting deferral of costs filed by 
Washington Water Services Company on April 29, 2026, setting the matter for 
adjudication to resolve legal disputes related to the effective date of the petition. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
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A)6. 4:49:07 mp4 Docket Number UW-260412; East Side Improvement Co., Inc.; 
Tariff Revision to include a one-time surcharge of $106.15 for the recovery of 
repairs to two leaks in the irrigation pipes and failing valve required for irrigation 
service. The surcharge would generate an additional expense of $4,776.82. The 
Company serves 45 customers on four water systems located in Kittitas County. 
The Company became regulated in July 2022.  Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Rachel Stark, Josephine Strauss, Jeff Roberson, 
Staff; Elliot Severson, East Side Improvement Co., Inc.; Tad O’Neill, Public 
Counsel; Jon Ward, Consumer 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved in docket UW-260412 that the 
Commission issue an order suspending the tariff filing made by East Side 
Improvement Co., Inc. on May 20, 2026, and bring this back to the commission 
for its next open meeting on July 9, 2026. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

A)7. 6:21:40 mp4 Docket Number U-XXXXXX; Commissioner Discussion; 
Commissioners to discuss a letter supporting a federal bill to increase the salary of 
the Bonneville Power Administrator.  

  Appearances: Jeff Roberson, Staff 
 
 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved that the Commission join in 
the letter with other state commissions in the northwest regions, supporting a 
federal bill to increase the salary of the Bonnyville Power Administrator as well 
as senior staff at the Bonnyville Power Administration. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

TRANSPORTATION: 
 

B)1. 1:42:41 mp4 Docket Number TG-260246; Stericycle of Washington Inc.; 
General rate increase request that generates approximately $ 3.4 million (26.4 
percent) additional annual revenue for the collection of medical waste services. 
Staff and the Company have agreed to a lower additional annual revenue amount 
of approximately $3.3 million (25.6 percent) resulting in lower rates. The 
Company provides regulated solid waste collection service to approximately 
15,000 customers in Washington State. The Company’s last general rate increase 
became effective on March 15, 2024.  Tariff Revision 
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  Appearances: Scott Sevall, Staff; Cody Jones, Stericycle of 
Washington Inc; Tad O’Neill, Public Counsel; Kelly Ketchum, Consumer 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to take no action.  

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

B)2. 2:20:00 mp4 Docket Number TG-260389; EMPIRE DISPOSAL INC.; General 
rate increase request for Empire Disposal, Inc. G-75 that, as originally filed, 
would have generated approximately $369,600 (7.9 percent) additional annual 
revenue for the collection of garbage and recycling. Staff and the Company have 
agreed to a lower additional annual revenue amount of approximately $325,900 
(6.9 percent) resulting in lower revised rates. The Company serves approximately 
4,700 garbage customers in Whitman County and approximately 1,700 garbage 
customers in City of Spokane. The Company’s last general rate increase was May 
1, 2023.  Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Kelsey Hanson, Staff; Brian Vandenburg, Empire 
Disposal Inc; Tad O’Neill, Public Counsel. 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to take no action. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

B)3. B)4.  3:33:40 mp4     Docket Number TG-260421; Methow Valley Sanitation, 
Inc.; General rate increase request that, as originally filed, would have generated 
approximately $173,500 (9.7 percent) additional annual revenue for the collection 
of garbage and recycling services. Staff and the Company have agreed to a lower 
additional annual revenue amount of approximately $123,000 (7.3 percent) 
resulting in lower revised rates. The Company provides regulated solid waste 
collection service to approximately 2,700 residential customers in Okanogan 
County. The Company’s last general rate increase became effective on September 
1, 2023.  Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Tiffany Van Meter, Staff; Casey Bouchard, Methow 
Valley Sanitation, Inc. 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved to take no action. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
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B)4. B)3  2:34:11 mp4    Docket Number TG-260392; Carroll-Naslund Disposal 
Service, Inc.; General rate increase request that, as originally filed, would have 
generated approximately $300,000 (14.3 percent) additional annual revenue for 
the collection of garbage services. Staff and the Company have agreed to a lower 
additional annual revenue amount of approximately $280,000 (13.0 percent) 
resulting in lower revised rates. The Company provides regulated solid waste 
collection service to approximately 5200 residential, 430 commercial, and 35 drop 
box customers in Asotin and Garfield counties. The Company’s last general rate 
increase became effective on July 1, 2024. Tariff Revision 
 

  Appearances: Benjamin Sharbono, Jeff Roberson, Staff; Heather 
Garland, Larrah Charlo, Carroll-Naslund Disposal Service, Inc.; Tad O’Neill, 
Public Disposal 
 
 

 Disposition: Commissioner Rendahl moved the commission enter an order 
in docket TG-260392, rejecting the tariff pages filed on May 14, 2026. Directing 
Carroll-Naslund Disposal Service, Inc. to file revised tariff pages for phase one 
and phase two, before July 1, 2026. Upon filing the revised tariff pages agreed to 
by commission staff and Carroll-Naslund Disposal Service, Inc., the rate should 
be allowed to take effect, July 1, 2026, excluding the 2026 peter built, 31-yard 
automated side loader, which will not enter service until after July 1, 2026. Before 
the 2026 peter build 31-yard automated side loader can be placed into rates, the 
Company must submit compliance filing, attesting to the company receiving and 
placing into service, that truck that staff reviewed but the company did not receive 
until after the effective date of the filed rates. Requiring the company when 
submitting the compliance filing, to issue a notification to rate payers, using a bill 
insert in the next bill issued. The notice must state that the rate increase was 
approved in docket TG-260392, for the addition of the new truck and the 
percentage increase. Granting the company less than statutory treatment of the 
notice in effect of the compliance filing. Requiring that, if the company submits 
any tariff revisions affecting rates filed before the effective date of the compliance 
period, those revisions must have the same effective date as the tariff revisions 
that incorporate into rates, the 2026 peter built. Requiring the company to file 
with the commission, a petition for accounting deferral once the company learns 
of the resolution of the pending insurance claim. 

 Commissioner Doumit seconded the motion. The motion carried (3:0) 
 

OTHER: No Other items for this agenda. 
 

RECESSED: No Recessed items for this agenda. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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Attested by ________________________________________ 
Jeff Killip, Executive Director 
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