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PUGET SOUND PILOTS 1 

FIRST EXHIBIT (PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) TO THE  2 
PREFILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF 3 

CAPTAIN ERIC C. KLAPPERICH 4 

Q. Please state your name and your position with Puget Sound Pilots. 5 

A. My name is Eric Klapperich. I serve as a pilot with Puget Sound Pilots. 6 

Q. What are your duties as a pilot of PSP? 7 

 8 
A. I hold a 1,600 Gross Ton (“GT”) Master License and First Class Pilot 9 

endorsement from the U.S. Coast Guard, as well as a Washington State Pilot’s  10 

License that is specific to the Puget Sound Pilotage District.  11 

Q. Briefly describe your education and relevant employment experience. 12 

A. I have decades of experience in marine pilotage. In 1986, I graduated high school 13 

and went to work for Western Pioneer, a company which operated 10 small 14 

coastal freighters that supplied Southeast and Western Alaska with all kinds of 15 

goods and supplies.   16 

In 1990, I earned my 500 Gross Ton Mates License. Western Towboat Co. 17 

(“WTB”) employed me from 1990 to 1993 as a deckhand and then as a mate 18 

towing barges up and down the west coast and Alaska. From 1993 to 2007, WTB 19 

employed me in the role of tugboat captain. During that span of time, I studied 20 

and earned my 1600 Ton Masters License and passed the Any Gross Tons exam.  21 
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From 1996 to 2001, I completed the federal requirements to apply for the pilot 1 

exam, which included hundreds of required trips up and down Puget Sound, 2 

including ferry rides, and drawing all required charts (25) of Puget Sound. I 3 

earned my First Class Pilots License and in 2005 I passed the Washington State 4 

pilot exam. 5 

I began training with the Puget Sound Pilot Training Program in mid-2007. On 6 

February 14th, 2008, I received Washington State’s Pilot License number 172.  7 

Since 2008, PSP has given me the opportunity to be a part of different committees 8 

and enjoy different roles within the association. To this day, I continue to 9 

contribute my time almost daily to improve pilotage in Puget Sound and 10 

throughout Washington State.  11 

 12 


