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April 23, 2007

NOTICE GRANTING REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME
(Deadline Extended From April 27, 2007, to May 1, 2007)

RE:
In the Matter of the Petition of QWEST CORPORATION to be Regulated Under an Alternative Form of Regulation Pursuant to RCW 80.36.135.


Docket UT-061625

TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD:
On April 20, 2007, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) received a request for extension of time from Qwest Corporation (Qwest).  Qwest requested that the deadline for submission of reply briefs be extended from April 27, 2007, to May 1, 2007.
 Qwest requested permission to submit briefs electronically on May 1, 2007, followed by filing a hard copy of the document on May 2, 2007.  Qwest asserted that the extension was necessary given its participation in a Commission hearing commencing on April 23, 2007.  Qwest contacted the other parties to this proceeding and no party opposed the extension of time. 
According to WAC 480-07-385(2), the Commission will grant a continuance if the requesting party demonstrates good cause for the continuance and the continuance will not prejudice any party or the Commission.  Qwest stated good cause for the continuance.  Participation in other Commission proceedings constitutes good cause.  Moreover, granting the continuance should not prejudice any party or the Commission.  Reply briefs in this proceeding are to be filed simultaneously, so other parties will also be afforded additional time to prepare their briefs.  Fairness dictates that the Commission should be afforded a commensurate extension of the statutory deadline to issue a final order in this proceeding.  Accordingly, the request should be granted conditioned upon the parties’ agreement to extend the statutory deadline from July 20, 2007, to July 24, 2007. 
According to WAC 480-07-145(6), parties are permitted to submit their reply briefs electronically.  This affords the parties a one-day extension of time to submit paper copies of the briefs on May 2, 2007.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the request for extension of time filed by Qwest Corporation is granted and the deadline to file reply briefs is extended to May 1, 2007, conditioned on the parties’ agreement to extend the statutory deadline from July 20, 2007, to July 24, 2007.
Sincerely,

PATRICIA CLARK
Administrative Law Judge
� By Order 02, a party may only file electronically upon approval of the presiding officer.  





