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End coal-by-wire by 2023

My name is Rebecca MacMullan. I'm an Avista customer with a distributed solar array on my
home. Avista made that process simple and efficient, and | appreciate that Avista has made
some efforts to embrace renewable energy. But on the issue of coal-by-wire, Avista is wrong. |
ask that Avista commit to the 2023 end of Colstrip scenario described in the IRP instead of
relying on coal for another 20 years. This plan does not account for the external costs of coal,
the future cost of remediating Colstrip, or most importantly the almost incalculable costs of
climate change.

The most recent U.S. Climate Science Report describes extensive evidence of increasing
frequency of heat waves; increasing large forest fires; more chronic droughts; increasing heavy
rainfall and floods; and continued global sea level rise. The report also states that the magnitude
of climate change “will depend primarily on the amount of greenhouse gases (especially carbon
dioxide) emitted globally.”

The 16 million metric tons of CO2 emitted annually by Colstrip jeopodizes our chance at a
livable future. Do not accept a 20 year plan that ignores this existential threat! If the UTC’s
mission is “to protect the people of Washington by ensuring that investor-owned utility ...
services are safe,” then you can not approve this IRP and serve your mission.

The argument that we must choose between our environment or affordable power and it is
based on the false assumption that we could ever escape paying for destruction of the
environment on which our survival depends. It fails to account for the multi-billion dollar value of
ecosystem services for humans. This IRP also fails to appreciate that the price of solar power,
wind power and energy storage is decreasing rapidly. Let’s plan to be leaders and investors in
the clean energy future, not the fools left behind with debt and regret.
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