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BACKGROUND 

1 On January 17, 1973, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
(Commission) entered Order RC-123 granting Burlington Northern, Inc., now known as 
BNSF Railway Co. (BNSF or Petitioner), an exemption from the Commission’s side and 
overhead clearance rules for an engine wash and rinse rack located at BNSF’s Interbay 
Yard in Seattle, Washington.  

2 Commission Staff (Staff) inspected the facility on September 24, 2025, and observed that 
the engine wash and rinse rack had been removed. On September 30, 2025, BNSF 
submitted an email to the Commission confirming that the engine wash and rinse rack has 
been removed and the exemption is no longer needed.  

3 Staff’s inspection and the information provided by BNSF demonstrate that the exemption 
from the side and overhead clearance rules granted to BNSF is no longer required. 

DISCUSSION 

4 We agree with Staff’s recommendation and rescind Order RC-123 granting an exemption 
from the side and overhead clearance rules. Removing this exemption from Commission 
records is consistent with public interest.  

 
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

5 (1) The Commission is an agency of the state of Washington having jurisdiction over 
public service companies, including railroads, within the state of Washington. 
RCW 80.01.040, RCW 81.01, RCW 81.04, and RCW 81.53. 
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6 (2) Staff reviewed BNSF’s request and recommends that Order RC-123 be rescinded.  

7 (3) This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on 
November 6, 2025. 

8 (4) After reviewing the information provided by Staff and giving due consideration, 
the Commission finds that rescinding the order is in the public interest. 

ORDER 

9 THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT Order RC-123 granting a permanent exemption 
from the Commission’s clearance requirements in WAC 480-60-040 and WAC 480-60-
050 is rescinded as of the effective date of this Order. 

10 The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public 
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order. 

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective November 6, 2025. 
 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 
 
 

JEFF KILLIP 
Executive Director and Secretary
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