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DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT 

 

 

  

 

I, Jason Hoxit, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, declare as 

follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of 

Washington, and competent to be a witness. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) 

as a compliance investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a compliance 

investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of 

regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate 

charter party and excursion service carriers that may be operating without the required 

Commission-issued certificate. 

3. On June 29, 2021, I mailed a compliance letter to AJ’s Wine Tour & Transport LLC, d/b/a 

AJ’s Wine Tours & More LLC, (AJ’s Wine Tour or Company) explaining that Commission 

staff (Staff) believed AJ’s Wine Tour was operating as a charter party or excursion service 

carrier in the state of Washington without the required certificate.1 The compliance letter 

explained that to avoid enforcement action by the Commission, AJ’s Wine Tour must: (1) 

remove any advertisement offering charter party or excursion carrier service, (2) stop 

providing charter party or excursion carrier service; and (3) file a completed application or 

explain in writing why its operations did not require operating authority by July 14, 2021. 

4. On July 7, 2021, the Company received the compliance letter at 1157 SE Date Ave., College 

Place, Washington, 99324.2 AJ’s Wine Tour failed to respond to the compliance letter. 

5. On August 13, 2021, I contacted AJ’s Wine Tour under an assumed name through Facebook 

Messenger and inquired about the Company’s availability for wine tours. On August 14, 

AJ’s Wine Tour responded that it had “some open spots in August” and that “September is 

pretty open.”3 

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of the compliance letter, dated June 29, 2021. 

2 See Attachment B for a copy of the certified mail receipt, signed on July 7, 2021. 

3 See Attachment C for a copy of the Facebook Messenger conversation, captured on September 2, 

2021. 
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6. On August 23, 2021, I contacted AJ’s Wine Tour through Facebook Messenger and 

requested a quote for a 10-passenger wine tour on September 25, 2021. The Company 

responded and offered a quote of $750 for a 10-passenger wine tour and asked for a deposit 

of $100 to reserve the date. When I inquired about mailing a check to AJ’s Wine Tour for 

the deposit, the Company responded, “You can make it out to Jose Sanchez I’m the owner. 

My address is 1157 SE Date Ave. College Place, Washington, 99324.”4 

7. On August 27, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that AJ’s Wine Tour 

did not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier service in the 

state of Washington.5 

8. On August 27, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Revenue’s (DOR) Business 

Licensing Service for AJ’s Wine Tour, which produced records showing an active account 

under UBI: 604-398-771; listed 1157 SE Date Ave., College Place, Washington, 99324, as 

both the location and mailing address; and listed Jose Sanchez Michel as the governing 

person.6 

9. On August 27, 2021, I searched Washington Secretary of State’s (SOS) database, which 

produced records showing an active account for AJ’s Wine Tour under UBI: 604-398-771; 

listed 1157 SE Date Ave., College Place, Washington, 99324, as both the street and mailing 

address; and listed Jose Sanchez Michel as the governor.7 

10. On August 27, 2021, I visited the Company’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/AJs-

Wine-Tour-LLC-2035049523481723. Under the “About” tab on the Company’s Facebook 

page, AJ’s Wine Tour provided the phone number of (509) 200-0918 and an address of 1157 

SE Date Ave., College Place, Washington, 99324.8 Under the “Community” tab on the 

Company’s Facebook page, I observed numerous public posts from AJ’s Wine Tour 

advertising charter party or excursion carrier service.9 Under the “Photos” tab, I observed a 

picture of a black Ford Transit van with license plate BOT6133 that was posted to the 

Company’s Facebook page on September 7, 2019.10 

11. On August 27, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Licensing’s (DOL) DRIVES 

application for vehicle information on the black Ford Transit van with license plate 

 
4 Id. 

5 See Attachment D for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated 

status, captured on August 27, 2021. 

6 See Attachment E for a copy of DOR’s Business Licensing Service records for AJ’s Wine Tour, 

captured on August 27, 2021. 

7 See Attachment F for a copy of SOS records, captured on August 27, 2021. 

8 See Attachment G for a copy of the Company’s “About” page on Facebook, captured on August 

27, 2021. 

9 See Attachment H for a copy of the Company’s “Community” page on Facebook, captured on 

August 27, 2021. 

10 See Attachment I for a copy of the Company’s September 2019 Facebook post showing a black 

Ford Transit van with license plate BOT6133, captured on August 27, 2021. 

http://www.facebook.com/AJs-Wine-Tour-LLC-2035049523481723
http://www.facebook.com/AJs-Wine-Tour-LLC-2035049523481723
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BOT6133, which produced records showing the motor vehicle is registered to Jose G. 

Sanchez Michel and Jessica Oliva Flores at 1157 SE Date Ave., College Place, Washington, 

99324, and provided VIN: 1FBAX2CM2JKA67753.11 

12. On August 27, 2021, I contacted DOL to find out whether AJ’s Wine Tour was authorized as a 

limousine carrier and if the 2018 Ford Transit van with VIN: 1FBAX2CM2JKA67753 was 

registered as a limousine vehicle.12 On August 31, DOL notified me that AJ’s Wine Tour did 

not have a limousine license.13 

13. On October 14, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that AJ’s Wine Tour 

did not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier service in the 

state of Washington.14 

14. Based on paragraphs 3 through 13 above, Commission staff finds that AJ’s Wine Tour 

operated as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without 

first obtaining the required certificate from the Commission. 

 

DATED this 27th day of October 2021, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

     /s/ Jason Hoxit       

JASON HOXIT

 
11 See Attachment J for vehicle information on the black 2018 Ford Transit van registered to Jose G. 

Sanchez Michel and Jessica Oliva Flores, captured on August 27, 2021. 

12 See Attachment K for a copy of emails with DOL. 

13 Id. 

14 See Attachment L for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated 

status, captured on October 14, 2021. 
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Attachment L 
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