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DECLARATION OF MICHAEL 

DOTSON 

   

I, Michael Dotson, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, 

declare as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of 

Washington, and competent to be a witness. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) 

as a compliance investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a compliance 

investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of 

regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate 

charter party and excursion service carriers that may be operating without the required 

Commission-issued certificate. 

3. On November 19, 2019, the Commission received an application from High Society 

Transportation LLC (High Society or Company) to provide charter party and excursion 

carrier services in the state of Washington, which was assigned to Docket TE-190966. In the 

application, the Company provided UBI: 604-017-131; phone number: (509) 925-3303; 

highsocietytransportation.com as its website address; 

brandon@highsocietytransportation.com as its email address; 302 W 5th Street, Cle Elum, 

Washington, 98922, as its physical and mailing address; listed Brandon Russell as the 

governing person; and identified that the Company operated one motor vehicle: a 26-

passenger 2006 Ford with license plate BIE1523.1 

4. On March 9, 2020, the Commission dismissed High Society’s charter party and excursion 

carrier service application for failing to provide a Uniform Motor Carrier Certificate of 

Insurance (Form E) in Docket TE-190966.2 

5. On August 4, 2021, I visited the Company’s Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/highsocietytransportationllc. On the Facebook page’s “About” page, 

High Society provided the phone number (509) 925-3303; an email address 

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of the Company’s application for charter party and excursion carrier 

services in Docket TE-190966. 

2 See Attachment B for a copy of the application dismissal letter in Docket TE-190966. 

https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/UTC-transportsafety/TSOrders/Order%20Queue/highsocietytransportation.com
mailto:brandon@highsocietytransportation.com
http://www.facebook.com/highsocietytransportationllc
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brandon@highsocietytransportation.com; a website address of 

www.highsocietytransportation.com, and a location of 302 Fifth Street W., Cle Elum, 

Washington.3  

6. On August 4, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that High Society did 

not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier service in the 

state of Washington.4 

7. On August 4, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Revenue’s (DOR) Business 

Licensing Service for UBI number 604-017-131, which produced records showing that High 

Society has an active business license. The record showed Brandon Russell as the governing 

person with an address of 302 W 5th St., Cle Elum, Washington, 98922.5 

8. On August 4, 2021, I searched the Washington Department of Licensing’s DRIVES 

application for vehicle information on license plate BIE1523, which produced records 

showing that the passenger bus, referenced in High Society’s November 19, 2019, charter 

party and excursion carrier application, was registered to High Society at the physical and 

mailing address of 302 W 5th St., Unit A, Cle Elum, Washington, 98922, and showed a 

current registration.6  

9. On August 4, 2021, I contacted High Society through its Facebook page and asked if the 

Company could provide transportation for 18 passengers from North Bend to Seattle and 

back on either August 15 or August 26, 2021. High Society responded immediately that it 

was booked for August 28, but that August 15 was available. High Society then responded 

that the bus seated 26 passengers, the hourly rate was $325, provided phone number (509) 

834-8522, and stated that I was communicating with “Brandon.”7 

10. Based on paragraphs 3 through 9 above, Commission staff finds that High Society operated 

as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first 

obtaining the required certificate from the Commission. 

DATED this 28th day of October 2021, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

 

     /s/ Michael Dotson       

MICHAEL DOTSON

 
3 See Attachment C for a copy of the Facebook “About” page, captured on August 4, 2021. 

4 See Attachment D for a copy of the Commission records documenting the Company’s inactive 

status, captured on August 4, 2021. 

5 See Attachment E for a copy of DOR’s Business Licensing Service, captured on August 4, 2021. 

6 See Attachment F for a copy of the Department of Licensing’s DRIVES report, captured on August 

4, 2021. 

7 See Attachment G for a copy of the Facebook conversation, captured on August 4, 2021. 

mailto:brandon@highsocietytransportation.com
http://www.highsocietytransportation.com/
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