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Recommendation:
Direct the Commission Secretary to Issue an Order Granting Less than Statutory Notice (LSN) Approving Tariff Sheets as Modified by WECA’s Replacement Filing Submitted on January 3, 2003, to become effective on January 9, 2003.

Background:

On November 7, 2002, Computers 5*, Inc., d/b/a LocalTel (LocalTel) filed a Petition for approval of a stated revenue objective with the goal of gaining acceptance into the Washington Exchange Carrier Association (WECA) Washington Carrier Access Plan (WCAP)
 carrier access charge pooling mechanism(s), as allowed for in the Commission's Ninth Supplemental Order in Docket UT-971140, dated June 28, 2000.

The Commission approved a revised revenue objective for LocalTel on November 27, 2002.  At the November 27, 2002, Open Meeting the Commission urged the Washington Exchange Carrier Association (WECA) to work with LocalTel and file for its inclusion at the soonest possible time.

On December 27, 2002, WECA filed to add LocalTel to its tariff and to increase its Interim Terminating Universal Service rate and its Originating Carrier Common Line rate.  WECA also requested a less than statutory notice (LSN) effective date of January 9, 2003, in order to expedite the admission of LocalTel into its pools.  On January 3, 2003, WECA updated its filing with replacement sheets.

Discussion
The WCAP at paragraph 10 explains that, "WECA Interim USF rates, if appropriate, and CCL rates will be adjusted to the extent that the new LEC's revenues at existing WECA rates based on its own access minutes of use do not equal the approved WCAP Revenue Objective of the new entrant."

(Emphasis added.)

After review of the filing and the confidential workpapers that WECA submitted in support of its filing Staff had concerns that the filing was not in compliance with the Commission's Ninth Supplemental Order in Docket UT-971140, because WECA had included the effect of decreased toll traffic rather than only including the effect of adding LocalTel.  The January 3, 2003, replacement sheets and workpapers reflect only the effect of adding LocalTel and are depicted as WECA Revised Rates in the comparison table below:

	
	Current
	WECA Proposed
	WECA Revised

	Terminating
	$0.05710
	$0.05815
	$0.05754

	Originating
	$0.01020
	$0.01348
	$0.01173


Staff agrees with the revised rates proposed by WECA and therefore recommends granting its request for LSN, effective January 9, 2003.

Recommendation

Based on its review and WECA’s revised proposal via replacement tariff sheets filed on January 3, 2003, Staff recommends that the Commission direct the secretary to issue an order granting LSN, effective January 9, 2003.







� See paragraph #2 which describes the plan as covering "three voluntary access pools," and paragraph #9 which states that, “[a]ny LEC shall be eligible to participate,” in the interim terminating and originating revenue pools.





