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AWEC Data Request 063 

Does PacifiCorp agree that the Hermiston gas plant provides reliability benefits to 
the PACW BA? If not, why not? 

Response to AWEC Data Request 063 

Yes. The Hermiston gas plant does provide reliability benefits to the PacifiCorp 
West (PACW) balancing authority area (BAA). The Hermiston plant provides 
contingency reserves and regulating reserves, which are required to remain 
compliant with various reliability standards set forth by the North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), the Western Electricity Coordinating 
Council (WECC) and the Western Power Pool (WPP).  

What distinguishes Jim Bridger Unit 1 and Jim Bridger Unit 2 from Hermiston, 
from a reliability standpoint, is that while Hermiston provides reliability benefits 
for the PACW BAA, Jim Bridger Unit 1 and Jim Bridger Unit 2 provide 
regulation services needed to support the large array of wind resources in the 
PacifiCorp East (PACE) BAA, which Hermiston cannot do due to its physical 
location. As Wyoming wind generation fluctuates, Jim Bridger Unit 1 and Jim 
Bridger Unit 2 play a critical role in regulating up and down to ensure a reliable 
energy flow from PACE to PACW. PacifiCorp typically transfers some amount of 
energy from PACE to PACW each hour. When wind generation is high, Jim 
Bridger Unit 1 and Jim Bridger Unit 2 can regulate down to allow wind to flow; 
when wind generation is low, they regulate up to maintain a consistent energy 
supply. For this reason, Jim Bridger Unit 1 and Jim Bridger Unit 2 provide a 
distinct reliability benefit to PACW—specifically related to the generation and 
delivery of clean energy from PACE. 
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