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AVISTA CORP.
RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
.- JURISDICTION: WASHINGTON DATE PREPARED: 06/25/2009
CASE NO: UE-090134 & UG-090135 WITNESS: Elizabeth Andrews
REQUESTER: WUTC Staff RESPONDER: Jeanne Pluth
" TYPE: Data Request DEPT: State & Federal Regulation
REQUEST NO.: Staff - 155 TELEPHONE: (509) 495-2204 '
EMAIL: jeanne.pluth@avistacorp.com
REQUEST:

Re: Board of Directors Meetings Expenses

Please provide a detailed accounting of all costs included in the test year related to Board of Directors
meetings. Please clearly show expenses related to transportation (e.g., limousines, airline tickets), meals
and entertainment costs (e.g., water cruises).

RESPONSE:

See detailed listing of system-wide Board of Directors (BOD) meetings costs at Staff DR 155-
Attachment A.

The BOD meets quarterly, typically at the Company headquarters in Spokane, WA. During the test year,
the November 2007 BOD meeting was held in Washington, DC to meet with government and regulatory
agencies.

There are ten members of the Board and three of the members live in Spokane, WA. The remaining
- seven must travel to attend the meetings. After reviewing the invoices, it was determined that one
member, traveling from Florida, flew first class on a few of the legs of his trips. The total cost of airfare
for this BOD member was $7,509 (system). Since the airline tickets do not detail the cost of flying first
class over flying coach, the Company estimates that $1,900 of this amount was for the additional cost of
flying first class over the cost of flying coach. This additional cost of flying first class over the cost of
flying coach was overlooked and inadvertently charged to the Utility. These costs will be charged below
the line in the future.

It should be noted that the Company used Classic Limousine during the test year. Classic Limousine is
the name of the company; however Avista does not use limos for the BOD. This company provided small
buses and suburban’s to transport three or more members, which is more cost effective than providing
rental cars or taxis.
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