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PUGET SOUND PILOTS 1 

FIRST EXHIBIT (PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) TO THE  2 
PREFILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF CAPTAIN IVAN CARLSON 3 

Q. Please state your name and position with Puget Sound Pilots. 4 

A. My name is Ivan Carlson and I serve as President of Puget Sound Pilots (“PSP”). 5 

Q. What are your duties as President of PSP? 6 

A. The PSP President is the Chief Executive Officer of the Association and its 7 

primary spokesperson. The PSP president is a full-time position and the only 8 

position within our organization where the pilot is serving in an executive role on 9 

a full-time basis. I am responsible for organizing and leading monthly meetings of 10 

PSP's seven pilot Board of Directors. I am also responsible for appointing or 11 

reappointing the pilot members of our various committees, such as our Boat 12 

Committee, Efficiency Committee, Safety Committee, Rate Committee and 13 

Pension Committee. As the spokesperson for PSP, I represent PSP at all meetings 14 

involving our state or federal regulators, including the Board of Pilot 15 

Commissioners, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission and U.S. 16 

Coast Guard. I also regularly interact with other pilot groups throughout the U.S., 17 

which also includes attendance at regional, national and international pilot group 18 

meetings. 19 
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Whenever issues develop regarding dispatch of a pilot, the need to delay a vessel 1 

to increase efficiency or significant safety concerns, the president has to be 2 

available on a 24/7 basis to deal with these issues. 3 

Q. Briefly describe your education and relevant employment experience. 4 

A. I began my maritime career in 1979 as a member of the Seafarers International 5 

Union, shipping off the assignment board on a variety of offshore deep draft 6 

vessels. For a period of nine years, I sailed worldwide on multiple ship types 7 

including tankers, passenger vessels, container ships, roll-on roll-off vessels, bulk 8 

carriers and once on a military pre-position ship. I started at the bottom as a 9 

dishwasher, or "pantryman," and eventually worked my way up to a deck officer's 10 

license as Third Mate, Unlimited for Any Ocean. In 1987, I started work with the 11 

Washington State Ferries, ultimately earning my Masters license issued by the 12 

U.S. Coast Guard. I began working as a Master or Captain on Washington ferries 13 

in 1995. During my career as a ferry Captain, I worked to obtain the federal 14 

pilotage endorsements for the entirety of Puget Sound, which involved 27 15 

different tests that required drawing 27 nautical charts and writing up the route 16 

descriptions for each chart. I completed that work and obtained my Coast Guard 17 

federal pilotage endorsement for the entirety of Puget Sound around 2002. After 18 

taking and passing the Washington Board of Pilotage Commissioners’ pilot exam 19 

in 2005, I entered the training program a month later that same year. I received 20 

my state pilot’s license for the Puget Sound in July 2006 and have been piloting in 21 

the Puget Sound since then. 22 
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 I served as Vice President of Puget Sound Pilots from 2018 through 2020.  I have 1 

served in my current position as President since 2021.   2 


