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April 22, 2026 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Jeff Killip 
Executive Director and Secretary 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
P.O. Box 47250  
Olympia, WA 98504-7250 

Re: Wash. Utilities and Transportation Comm’n v. Puget Sound Pilots 
Docket: TP-250574 

Dear Mr. Killip: 

Pacific Merchant Shipping Association (“PMSA”) writes to respond briefly to 
response to Bench Request No. 5 (“BR 5”) submitted on April 15, 2026, by Puget 
Sound Pilots (“PSP”). This letter is also to notify the Commission with respect to 
qualified applicants for the latest pilot licensure exam and the exam passage rate as 
additional facts warranting the Commission’s official notice in this case. 

BR 5 asked PSP to “[p]lease state the total anticipated pilot licensures and 
retirements that will occur between July 2026 and June 2027 and explain the basis 
for these estimates.” In response, PSP projected that the pilotage corps would grow 
from 56 pilots currently to 59 pilots by the end of 2026 and to 62 pilots by August 
2027.  

PSP’s response to this Commission is materially inconsistent with the official 
record of the March 19, 2026 meeting of the state Board of Pilotage Commissioners 
(“BPC”), the minutes of which were published on April 16, 2026, and are enclosed 
here.  

The March 19, 2026 BPC meeting minutes document a different conclusion. The 
BPC minutes, at page 4, state that “[BPC Staff] acknowledged that Puget Sound does 
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not have 60 pilots currently (there are 56) and that increasing the size of the pilot 
corps is a slow process because for every licensure there is often a retirement close 
behind.” At the bottom of that page, continuing to page 5, the minutes further state: 
“All agreed that the anticipated additional assignments would need to be revised. It 
was also acknowledged by all that it will be very difficult to get to 60 pilots in the 
next year or two considering expected retirements.” 

PMSA is compelled to bring this inconsistency to the Commission’s attention 
because PSP’s response to BR 5 conflicts with the official record of the March 19, 2026 
BPC meeting. These meeting minutes were not approved by the BPC until April 16, 
2026, one day after PSP filed its BR 5 response. And they were not available online 
until Monday of this week. This submission is consistent with WAC 480-07-405(8), 
which obligates parties to immediately supplement any response to a bench request 
upon learning that the prior response was incorrect or incomplete. 

Furthermore, pursuant to WAC 480-07-495(2)(a), the Commission may take 
official notice at any stage of a proceeding of documents including, but not limited to, 
those of other governmental agencies. The enclosed BPC meeting minutes are official 
records of a state agency and, as such, constitute a highly credible document of which 
the Commission should take official notice.  

The Commission should also take official notice of facts regarding the 2026 BPC 
pilot exam, which bear directly on the attract-and-retain standard at issue in this 
case. As reported by the Pilot Exam Committee at page 3 of the enclosed March 19, 
2026  meeting minutes, the BPC approved 39 applicants to sit for the exam—
applicants reflecting both ethnic diversity and “a broad representation of states.” 
Notably, 21 of those 39 applicants passed the exam, as will be reflected in the minutes 
of the BPC’s regular meeting on April 16, 2026. These exam results are depicted in 
the following graph. 
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Thank you for considering this additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

Michelle DeLappe 

cc: All parties (via electronic service) 

Enclosure: March 19, 2026 BPC Regular Public Meeting Minutes (published April 
16, 2026), also available at https://pilotage.wa.gov/meetings under “Meeting 
Archives” 
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