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PSP President & Vice President Assignment Levels (2015-2019)

Annual Ship Assignments per Position
Year President* Vice President** Total

2015 2 117 119
2016 1 130 131
2017 13 128 141
2018 9 89 98
2019 29 32 61

Annual Average 10.8 99.2 110.0

SOURCES:  PSP Response to PMSA DR No. 414, Exh. JR-06  

* President:  2015-2016: Capt. Grobschmit; 2017-2019: Capt. von Brandenfels
** Vice President: 2015-2016: Capt. von Brandenfels; 2017: Capt. Klapperich; 2018-2019: Capt. Carlson
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DATE PREPARED: June 22, 2020 

DOCKET: TP-190976 

REQUESTER: PMSA 

WITNESS: Ivan Carlson 

RESPONDER:  Ivan Carlson 

Puget Sound Pilots

PMSA DATA REQUEST NO. 414:  WUTC Staff testimony proposes using a five-year 

average to assess pilot assignment levels (Exh. SS-1T), and adding two administrative 

positions, President and Vice President, to its formula for the number of funded pilots (Exh. 

SS-1T, Equation 4).  Regarding the positions of President and Vice President, PSP provided 

partial responses to UTC DR No. 10, PMSA DR No. 26, and PMSA DR No. 40.  In further 

response to such WUTC staff testimony, please provide the following additional data: 

a) Identify the Pilot who occupied the office of President each year from January 1,

2015 through December 31, 2019;

b) Identify the Pilot who occupied the office of Vice President each year from January

1, 2015 through December 31, 2019;

c) Provide a summary of the variety and number of the tasks the President performed

each year from 2015 through 2019; and

d) Provide a summary of the variety and number of tasks the Vice President performed

each year from 2015 through 2019.

RESPONSE TO PMSA DATA REQUEST NO. 414: 

PSP objects to PMSA’s characterization of PSP’s responses to other data requests.  PSP 

responded to Staff DR No. 10 in full despite the fact that PMSA would now like additional 

information not there requested.  PSP objected to PMSA DR. 26 on the basis that it sought 

excessive information (the assignments of the PSP Vice President from 2010 to 2019) and 

PSP thus provided information for the test year.  Counsel for PMSA and counsel for PSP 

held a discovery conference on the response given to DR 26 and PMSA did not thereafter 

seek additional information.  DR 40 sought information regarding the identify of every PSP 

Officer and Director of PSP, among other categories of information, but did not include a 

time range and thus appears to have sought information regarding the officers and directors 

at that time (February 18, 2020).  PSP objected to the request as seeking irrelevant 

information and after a discovery conference during which counsel for PMSA was unable to 

articulate how the information requested could have any bearing on the rate proceeding, 

PMSA did not pursue additional information. 

PSP further objects to this request because it seeks information already produced in 

discovery or already in the record.  Specifically, lengthy descriptions of the duties of the 

President and Vice President were supplied in prefiled testimony and the assignments 

performed by the President and Vice President were produced in response to other data 
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requests, including Staff DR 7, 9, 10 and 17, and PMSA DR 26 and PMSA DR 78.  Before 

re-requesting information already produced, PMSA should identify the new information it

needs so as to not serve unreasonably cumulative and duplicative data requests such as this

D

ocket TP-190976 one.  It is also not PSP’s obligation to cross-

reference previous responses by it 

to PMSA 

data requests for PMSA to now access previous inquiries in one more consolidated, 

convenient place.  This request is also unduly burdensome to the extent a response would 

require a reconstruction of all time spent by the President and/or Vice President that is not 

included in dispatch data maintained by PSP’s dispatch vendor. 

Subject to and without waiving the foregoing objections, PSP responds as follows: 

Response to subpart a:  

2015 – 2016: Captain David Grobschmit 

2017 – 2019: Captain Eric von Brandenfels 

Response to subpart b: 

2015-2016: Captain Eric von Brandenfels 

2017: Captain Eric Klapperich 

2018-2019: Captain Ivan Carlson 

Response to subpart c: 

The variety of Presidential tasks are chronicled, but are not limited to those listed in Exhibit 

EVB-IT, page 14, line 24 through page 17 line 2. In addition, see PSP’s responses to PMSA 

DR 25 and PSP’s responses to UTC DR’s 7, 9 and 10.  The time spent by the President 

(other than time spent during vessel assignments) is not tracked in the dispatch system and 

cannot be readily located or produced. 

Response to subpart d: 

The variety of tasks performed by the Vice President include but are not limited to those 

listed in Exhibit IC-IT, page 1, lines 14- page 2, line 4,  and Exhibit EVB-IT, page 17 lines 

5-14 and PSP’s response to PMSA DR 26.  See also PSP responses to PMSA DR’s 26, 78 

and PSP response to UTC Staff DR 17. 
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