
BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION OF MIDAMERICAN ENERGY HOLDING COMPANY AND PACIFICORP DBA PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT COMPANY FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING PROPOSED TRANSACTION 

	DOCKET NO.  UE-051090
OBJECTION OF COMMISSION STAFF TO PETITION TO INTERVENE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS UNION, LOCAL 125 


1 On August 3, 2005, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Union, Local 125 (IBEW) petitioned to intervene in this matter.  Commission Staff objects to IBEW's intervention for several reasons.  

2 First, a prehearing conference was convened in this case on July 26, 2005.  Petitions to intervene were to be made in writing before the prehearing conference or orally at the prehearing conference.  WAC 480-07-355(1)(a) and Notice of Prehearing Conference at ¶ 7.  IBEW did not comply with these requirements.  Nor did it explain why these violations should be excused.  Such failure violates WAC 480-07-355(1)(b), which required IBEW to provide good cause for late intervention, including an explanation why it did not timely file its petition.

3 Second, IBEW's stated interests primarily involve working conditions, workplace safety, wages and job security.  These matters are regulated by other state and federal agencies, or are governed by collective bargaining agreement.  They neither demonstrate a substantial interest in the proceeding nor establish that IBEW's participation is in the public interest, as required by WAC 480-07-355(3).

4 Finally, the Commission has set a case schedule to meet the Company's request for an order by February 28, 2006.  That schedule reflects a settlement conference.  Allowing IBEW to introduce such remote and collateral issues may unnecessarily complicate the expedited schedule in this case, including any attempts by the parties to reach settlement.

5 For these reasons, the Commission should deny IBEW's petition to intervene.

DATED this 4th day of August, 2005.

ROB MCKENNA 
Attorney General

______________________________

ROBERT D. CEDARBAUM 
Senior Counsel 
Counsel for Washington Utilities and

Transportation Commission Staff
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