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I, Kathryn McPherson, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, 
declare as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission)
as a compliance investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a compliance
investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of
regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate
charter party or excursion services carriers that may be operating without the required
Commission-issued certificate.

3. On October 31, 2019, Commission staff (Staff) initiated an investigation of High Society
Transportation LLC (High Society or Company) to determine if the Company was operating
as a charter and excursion carrier  in the state of Washington without first obtaining a
certificate.

4. October 31, 2019, Staff discovered High Society was registered with the Secretary of State’s
office showing the owner listed as Brandon Scott Russell. The Company’s Unified Business
Identifier (UBI) number is 604-017-131, with an official mailing address of 302 W 5th

Street, Unit B, Cle Elum, Washington 98922.1

5. On October 31, 2019, Staff sent High Society a non-compliance letter to the owner of
record, Brandon Russell, at 302 W 5th St. Unit A, Cle Elum, Washington 98922.2 The letter
provides technical assistance regarding the requirement to have a charter and excursion
certificate and directs the Company to cease and desist all operations until High Society
obtains authority from the Commission.

6. On November 13, 2019, Staff spoke with the Company. High Society acknowledged receipt
of the non-compliance letter and received technical assistance.3

1 See Attachment A - Secretary of State Business Information 
2 See Attachment B - Non-Compliance Letter dated October 31, 2019 
3 See Attachment C – Staff Investigation Notes 
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7. On November 19, 2019, the Commission received an application for charter party and 
excursion carrier services.4  

8. On March 9, 2020, the Commission notified the High Society by letter in Docket TE-
190966 that the application for charter and excursion authority was dismissed because High 
Society did not provide a Uniform Motor Carrier Certificate of Insurance (Form E) from the 
insurance company.5 

9. On October 22, 2020, Staff closed the investigation, as the Company’s Facebook and 
website were no longer active.  

10. On August 4, 2021, Staff re-opened an investigation of High Society after case follow-up. 
The follow-up showed the Company had advertisements on Facebook in violation of 
Commission rules.6 

11. On August 4, 2021, Staff communicated with High Society via Facebook messenger. The 
Company provided an offer for services that require a certificate.7  

12. On August 12, 2021, Staff requested a docket for the investigation of High Society. Docket 
TE-210619 requested determination if the Company was in violation of Revised Code of 
Washington (RCW) 81.70.220.  

13. On November 15, 2021, the Company was served Order 01, Instituting Special Proceeding, 
Complaint Seeking to Impose Penalties, Notice of Virtual Hearing.8  

14. On December 7, 2021, the Commission entered Order 02.9 High Society was classified as a 
charter party or excursion services carrier, ordered to cease and desist operations without 
first obtaining a certificate, and assessed a penalty of $10,000. The Commission suspended a 
$9,000 portion of the penalty for two years to be waived thereafter if the Company complied 
with stipulations. The Company was required to pay the $1,000 portion of the penalty that 
was not suspended in accordance with a payment schedule.  

15. On August 1, 2022, High Society completed all payments due to the Commission.10  

16. On January 8, 2025, Staff reviewed outstanding compliance items for closure. As standard 
procedure, Staff reviewed Company activities. High Society had an active UBI number with 
the Department of Revenue, 604-017-131, with no limousine endorsement.11  

 
4 Attachment D – Application for Charter Party and Excursion Services  
5 See Attachment E – Dismissal Letter March 9, 2020 
6 See Attachment F – Facebook Advertisements 
7 Attachment G – Offer of Service August 4, 2021 
8 Attachment H - Order 01 
9 Attachment I – Order 02 
10 Attachment J – Record of Payments TE-210691 
11 Attachment K – DOR UBI information reviewed January 8, 2025 
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17. On January 8, 2025, Staff reviewed advertisements for High Society. Staff found High 
Society’s Facebook page, offering limousine, luxury sedan, and party bus services.12 

18. On January 8, 2025, Staff reviewed advertisements for High Society. Staff found 
advertisements on Yelp offering Limos, Airport Shuttles, and Wine Tours.13 

19. On January 8, 2025, Staff reviewed advertisements online and found two separate 
advertisements. High Society has an advertisement on Cle Elum Community Page.14 
Additionally, Staff found advertisements for the Company on 
www.allseasonsvacationrents.com for shuttle and limo services.15  

20. On January 8, 2025, using a fictitious name, Staff sent a request for services via Facebook 
messenger to the Company’s page. Staff received an offer of service to transport up to 9 
people for $150 each way.16  

21. On January 29, 2025, Staff researched Department of Licensing vehicle registrations and 
found the company has two vehicles registered for High Society, a 2006 Limousine Bus, 
plate number BIE1523, and a 2000 Lincoln Towncar, plate number C35127H.17 

22. Based on paragraphs 16 through 20 above, Commission staff finds that High Society is 
operating as a charter party or excursion services carrier in the state of Washington without 
first obtaining the required certificate from the Commission. 
 
DATED this 15th day of January 2025, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 
     /s/ Kathryn McPherson       

KATHRYN MCPHERSON 
 

  

 
12 Attachment L – Facebook Page  
13 Attachment M – Yelp Ad 
14 Attachment N – Cle Elum Advertisement 
15 Attachment O – All Seasons Advertisement 
16 Attachment P – Offer of Service  
17 Attachment Q – Vehicles registered with High Society.  

http://www.allseasonsvacationrents.com/
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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Attachment E 
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Attachment F 
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Attachment G 
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Attachment H 
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Attachment I 
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Attachment J 

 
  



DOCKET TE-250026  PAGE 35 
DECLARATION OF KATHRYN MCPHERSON 

Attachment K 
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Attachment L 
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Attachment M 
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Attachment N 
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Attachment O 
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Attachment P 
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Attachment Q 

 




