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Applications

Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020 4:45:00 PM

Attachments: TV-200481 Order 01.pdf

Good afternoon,

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) served the following document(s), regarding
Docket Number(s) 200481, on 6/11/2020 2:42 PM

We attach a courtesy copy of the above document(s). Please do not reply to this e-mail. If you have any questions
regarding this e-mail, please contact the UTC Records Center, at records@utc.wa.gov.
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Thank you,

ChMiasha ~onson
Customer Service Specialist 3
(360) 664-1299

miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov

Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE

Lacey, WA 98503

Respect o Professionalism o Integrity o Accountability
www.utc.wa.gov
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov

Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Good Morning,
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Good Afternoon,
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Utilities and Transportation Commission
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Lacey, WA 98503

Respect o Professionalism o Integrity o Accountability
www.utc.wa.gov


mailto:miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov
http://www.utc.wa.gov/

From: Johnson, Miesha (UTC)

To: "rbtid@comecast.net"”; "rc_honda02@hotmail.com"; "rctrucking@ncidata.com"; “rdays2@comcast.net";
"rdm.bohica27@gmail.com"; "rebecca@betheltowing.com"; "rebecca@coderedtrucking.com";
"reception@colacurciobrothers.com"; "reception@whitetimber.com”; "recordaris@yahoo.com"”;
"REENEERULE@COMCAST.NET"; “reflectingg@hotmail.com"; “reganstowing@aol.com";
“regtruckingllc@amail.com"; "reicherttransportlic@gmail.com"; "reinkeservices@agmail.com";
"rendezvous3366@yahoo.com"; "renwelsh@aol.com"; “resleff@gmail.com"”; “"rex.w.potter@gmail.com";
"reynaldobernal63@yahoo.com”; "rgdeliverieslic@gmail.com"; "rgtruckingmoseslake@gmail.com";
"rhasetrans@gmail.com"; "rhill71@hotmail.com”; "rholcomb12944@yahoo.com"; "rhsmith@crestviewcable.com";
“rhuylar@aol.com"; "ricardogavino@yahoo.com"; “ricest7152@gmail.com"; “richard.halos@penske.com"”;
"richard@coppercreektransport.com"; "richardgsedy@msn.com"”; “richie.mathison@outlook.com";

"rick. meador@gmail.com"; "rickardstransport@gmail.com"; "rickasallee@gamail.com"; "rickersjewel@agmail.com";
"rickhaugen@msn.com"”; “rickmcevoy@charter.net"; “ridinbroncs@charter.net”; "rigo_p_03@hotmail.com”;
"rikki@skiwhitepass.com"; "rindalltruckingllc@gmail.com"; "riveratrucking46@gmail.com";
"rivercitytowing@outlook.com"; “riverfront.trucking@amail.com”; “rj_cormier@hotmail.com";

“ribuelll @gmail.com"; "ridirtworks@gmail.com"”; "rijharmond@live.com"; "rjnutterl@icloud.com";

"rjtrk ahoo.com"; "rkeindustries@gmail.com"; "rkirk@perfect-blend.com"; "rklewis60@frontier.com"”;
"rkporter73@amail.com"; "rktruckingllc@hotmail.com"; "rl.enterprises093@gmail.com"; "rljco@prodigy.net”;
"ritrucking@comcast.net”; "rmc_livestock@hotmail.com”; “rmsxpress2017@yahoo.com";
"RNCINFO@seanet.com"; "rniwilkie@centurytel.net"; "rnk1916@g.com"”; "roadrunner.truckingwa@gmail.com";
"robert.johnsonl@exelatech.com”; "Robert.merriam@mclaneco.com"”;
"robert.thompson@vintnerslogisticslic.com”; "robertaf@pacfluids.com"”; "robertdestep@gmail.com";
"robertltrucking@aol.com”; “robertv@columbiareach.com"; "robin@rdrconstruction.com";
"robkopping@yahoo.com"; "robsspeedydelivery@amail.com”; "rock60@icloud.com";
"rockettransportlic@hotmail.com”; “rockfarms@icloud.com”; “rockinajinc@hotmail.com";
"rockintheboxtrucking@gmail.com"; "rocondonna@gwestoffice.net"; "rogers2000@aol.com"”;
"rojolinestransportlic@gmail.com”; “rollistrucking@gmail.com"; "rolson@morsesteel.com”; “roly-
martinez@hotmail.com”; "romeliapruneda@hotmail.com"”; "ron.rsexcavating@gwestoffice.net";
"ronb@mascopetroleum.com"; "ronf@columbiareach.com”; “ronloewen@outlook.com";
"ROSA@RANDRTRUCKINGINC.COM"; "rosemary.jojola@foxtrucks.com”; "ROSS@PROVERBS.NET";
"Rossdjblack@gmail.com"; "rotorhead206@hotmail.com”; “"roundingthird@comcast.net";
"royalheights@comcast.net"; "royaltruckingl5@gamail.com"; "roystransportlic@hotmail.com";
"rpedersen@farmersequip.com”; “rregelman@kampspropane.com"”; “rrstartowing@comcast.net”;
"rtarb@hotmail.com"; "rtbucheandsons@amail.com”; "rthornton@wilsonlogistics.com”; "rtowingam@gmail.com";
"RTP7610@comcast.net”; "rubenvargastrucking@gmail.com”; “ruby_ay19@icloud.com”; “runexinc@gmail.com"”;
“rupertjohnson66@gmail.com"; "rusl212@yahoo.com”; "russ.gaut@gmail.com"; "russ_trans@yahoo.com";
"RussC@wavecable.com”; "russe@olypen.com”; “russruby@amail.com”; “rustam@bluewhalellc.net";
"rvaldez27@gmail.com"; “rwarolin@lyncs.org"; "rwford1@icloud.com"”; "rwilliams8778@yahoo.com";
"rwradmin@rainierwood.com"”; “ryvan@rwcdelivery.com”; “ryanmcqueen1350@gmail.com";
"s.martinez7@hotmail.com"; "s.sanchez56@smwireless.net”; "s.strucking@yahoo.com"”;
"sabrina.abrahamson@g.com"; "saddle-tramp-399@yahoo.com"; "safety@dieselautoexpress.com";
"safety@progualitytransportation.com"”; "safety@rsbloqgistic.com”; "sagedabed854@yahoo.com";
"saidoukabore441@gmail.com"; "sales@djautotransport.com"; "sam@byrnesoil.com"; "samfish77@hotmail.com";
"samp@tandptrucking.com”; "samridouttrucking@hotmail.com"; "sancheztransport00@gmail.com";
"sandie@kdsenv.com"; "sandquadz@yahoo.com”; "sandra_drake@ftn.fedex.com"; "sandy@jbdexcavation.com”;
"sandy@trailerservices.net"; "sandyj@quideinsuranceservices.com"; "sandytippery@packagingcorp.com";
"santransportwa@gmail.com"; "sarah@cjcinc.com"; "saraorohi@yahoo.com”; “"SASTransport@outlook.com";
"sasvladimir62@hotmail.com"; "saucedojesus69@yahoo.com"; "sawtoothex@gmail.com"; "sbe@cncnet.com";
"sbergan@als-us.com"; "sboparai@live.com”; "sbprosenlund@gmail.com"; "sc_itc@centurytel.net";
"scbrown3406@hotmail.com"; "scelder76@gmail.com"; "schmitttransportlic@gmail.com";
"schradertrucking@gmail.com"”; "schrockhorseshoeing@gmail.com"; "schweiz911@yahoo.com";
"scoleritrucking@aol.com"; "scollett@meadowlarkco.com"; "scottollard@aol.com"; "scotts@wwest.net";
"scrapwood8@comcast.net”; "sdelong@wpx.com"; "sdennis0047@gmail.com"; "SDSSPOKANE@GMAIL.COM";
"seekinst@gmail.com"; "seimiltonwash@gmail.com"; "sergio_obispo@yahoo.com"; "sergiu@pigeonfreight.com”;
"service@hortonstowing.org"; “service@johnsonstowing.org"; “servicios.contables3807@gmail.com”;
"sethday43@gmail.com"; "sevystrucking@gmail.com”; "salinatimm@yahoo.com"; "sgndelivery@gamail.com"”;
"sgwrightandsons@gmail.com"; "shale@undiproperties.com"; "shannon.holmes-
hoskovec@shipperstransport.com"; "shannon@judysrestaurant.com”; "shannondenisehome@yahoo.com";
"shardels@hotmail.com"; “sharon@altimber.net"; "sharpeb4d@gmail.com"; "sharris@jackcooper.com”;
"shawgoenterprisesinc@amail.com”; "shawna@candrtractor.com"; "shawnerickson30@gmail.com"

Subject: UTC Courtesy Email: 200481 Order 01, Granting Exemption From rules; Waiving Fees for Reinstatement
Applications

Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 2:08:00 PM

Attachments: TV-200481 Order 01.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) served the following document(s), regarding
Docket Number(s) 200481, on 6/11/2020 2:42 PM
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Thank you,


mailto:miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov
mailto:rbti4@comcast.net
mailto:rc_honda02@hotmail.com
mailto:rctrucking@ncidata.com
mailto:rdays2@comcast.net
mailto:rdm.bohica27@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca@betheltowing.com
mailto:rebecca@coderedtrucking.com
mailto:reception@colacurciobrothers.com
mailto:reception@whitetimber.com
mailto:recordaris@yahoo.com
mailto:REENEERULE@COMCAST.NET
mailto:reflectingg@hotmail.com
mailto:reganstowing@aol.com
mailto:regtruckingllc@gmail.com
mailto:reicherttransportllc@gmail.com
mailto:reinkeservices@gmail.com
mailto:rendezvous3366@yahoo.com
mailto:renwelsh@aol.com
mailto:resleff@gmail.com
mailto:rex.w.potter@gmail.com
mailto:reynaldobernal63@yahoo.com
mailto:rgdeliveriesllc@gmail.com
mailto:rgtruckingmoseslake@gmail.com
mailto:rhasetrans@gmail.com
mailto:rhill71@hotmail.com
mailto:rholcomb12944@yahoo.com
mailto:rhsmith@crestviewcable.com
mailto:rhuylar@aol.com
mailto:ricardogavino@yahoo.com
mailto:ricest7152@gmail.com
mailto:richard.halos@penske.com
mailto:richard@coppercreektransport.com
mailto:richardgsedy@msn.com
mailto:richie.mathison@outlook.com
mailto:rick.meador@gmail.com
mailto:rickardstransport@gmail.com
mailto:rickasallee@gmail.com
mailto:rickersjewel@gmail.com
mailto:rickhaugen@msn.com
mailto:rickmcevoy@charter.net
mailto:ridinbroncs@charter.net
mailto:rigo_p_03@hotmail.com
mailto:rikki@skiwhitepass.com
mailto:rindalltruckingllc@gmail.com
mailto:riveratrucking46@gmail.com
mailto:rivercitytowing@outlook.com
mailto:riverfront.trucking@gmail.com
mailto:rj_cormier@hotmail.com
mailto:rjbuell1@gmail.com
mailto:rjdirtworks@gmail.com
mailto:rjharmond@live.com
mailto:rjnutter1@icloud.com
mailto:rjtrkg@yahoo.com
mailto:rkeindustries@gmail.com
mailto:rkirk@perfect-blend.com
mailto:rklewis60@frontier.com
mailto:rkporter73@gmail.com
mailto:rktruckingllc@hotmail.com
mailto:rl.enterprises093@gmail.com
mailto:rljco@prodigy.net
mailto:rltrucking@comcast.net
mailto:rmc_livestock@hotmail.com
mailto:rmsxpress2017@yahoo.com
mailto:RNCINFO@seanet.com
mailto:rniwilkie@centurytel.net
mailto:rnk1916@q.com
mailto:roadrunner.truckingwa@gmail.com
mailto:robert.johnson1@exelatech.com
mailto:Robert.merriam@mclaneco.com
mailto:robert.thompson@vintnerslogisticsllc.com
mailto:robertaf@pacfluids.com
mailto:robertdestep@gmail.com
mailto:robertltrucking@aol.com
mailto:robertv@columbiareach.com
mailto:robin@rdrconstruction.com
mailto:robkopping@yahoo.com
mailto:robsspeedydelivery@gmail.com
mailto:rock60@icloud.com
mailto:rockettransportllc@hotmail.com
mailto:rockfarms@icloud.com
mailto:rockinajinc@hotmail.com
mailto:rockintheboxtrucking@gmail.com
mailto:rocondonna@qwestoffice.net
mailto:rogers2000@aol.com
mailto:rojolinestransportllc@gmail.com
mailto:rollistrucking@gmail.com
mailto:rolson@morsesteel.com
mailto:roly-martinez@hotmail.com
mailto:roly-martinez@hotmail.com
mailto:romeliapruneda@hotmail.com
mailto:ron.rsexcavating@qwestoffice.net
mailto:ronb@mascopetroleum.com
mailto:ronf@columbiareach.com
mailto:ronloewen@outlook.com
mailto:ROSA@RANDRTRUCKINGINC.COM
mailto:rosemary.jojola@foxtrucks.com
mailto:ROSS@PROVERBS.NET
mailto:Rossdjblack@gmail.com
mailto:rotorhead206@hotmail.com
mailto:roundingthird@comcast.net
mailto:royalheights@comcast.net
mailto:royaltrucking15@gmail.com
mailto:roystransportllc@hotmail.com
mailto:rpedersen@farmersequip.com
mailto:rregelman@kampspropane.com
mailto:rrstartowing@comcast.net
mailto:rtarb@hotmail.com
mailto:rtbucheandsons@gmail.com
mailto:rthornton@wilsonlogistics.com
mailto:rtowingam@gmail.com
mailto:RTP7610@comcast.net
mailto:rubenvargastrucking@gmail.com
mailto:ruby_gy19@icloud.com
mailto:runexinc@gmail.com
mailto:rupertjohnson66@gmail.com
mailto:rusl212@yahoo.com
mailto:russ.gaut@gmail.com
mailto:russ_trans@yahoo.com
mailto:RussC@wavecable.com
mailto:russe@olypen.com
mailto:russruby@gmail.com
mailto:rustam@bluewhalellc.net
mailto:rvaldez27@gmail.com
mailto:rwarolin@lyncs.org
mailto:rwford1@icloud.com
mailto:rwilliams8778@yahoo.com
mailto:rwradmin@rainierwood.com
mailto:ryan@rwcdelivery.com
mailto:ryanmcqueen1350@gmail.com
mailto:s.martinez7@hotmail.com
mailto:s.sanchez56@smwireless.net
mailto:s.strucking@yahoo.com
mailto:sabrina.abrahamson@q.com
mailto:saddle-tramp-399@yahoo.com
mailto:safety@dieselautoexpress.com
mailto:safety@proqualitytransportation.com
mailto:safety@rsblogistic.com
mailto:sagedabed854@yahoo.com
mailto:saidoukabore441@gmail.com
mailto:sales@djautotransport.com
mailto:sam@byrnesoil.com
mailto:samfish77@hotmail.com
mailto:samp@tandptrucking.com
mailto:samridouttrucking@hotmail.com
mailto:sancheztransport00@gmail.com
mailto:sandie@kdsenv.com
mailto:sandquadz@yahoo.com
mailto:sandra_drake@ftn.fedex.com
mailto:sandy@jbdexcavation.com
mailto:sandy@trailerservices.net
mailto:sandyj@guideinsuranceservices.com
mailto:sandytippery@packagingcorp.com
mailto:santransportwa@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@cjcinc.com
mailto:saraorohi@yahoo.com
mailto:SASTransport@outlook.com
mailto:sasvladimir62@hotmail.com
mailto:saucedojesus69@yahoo.com
mailto:sawtoothex@gmail.com
mailto:sbe@cncnet.com
mailto:sbergan@gls-us.com
mailto:sboparai@live.com
mailto:sbprosenlund@gmail.com
mailto:sc_itc@centurytel.net
mailto:scbrown3406@hotmail.com
mailto:scelder76@gmail.com
mailto:schmitttransportllc@gmail.com
mailto:schradertrucking@gmail.com
mailto:schrockhorseshoeing@gmail.com
mailto:schweiz911@yahoo.com
mailto:scoleritrucking@aol.com
mailto:scollett@meadowlarkco.com
mailto:scottollard@aol.com
mailto:scotts@wwest.net
mailto:scrapwood8@comcast.net
mailto:sdelong@wpx.com
mailto:sdennis0047@gmail.com
mailto:SDSSPOKANE@GMAIL.COM
mailto:seekinst@gmail.com
mailto:seimiltonwash@gmail.com
mailto:sergio_obispo@yahoo.com
mailto:sergiu@pigeonfreight.com
mailto:service@hortonstowing.org
mailto:service@johnsonstowing.org
mailto:servicios.contables3807@gmail.com
mailto:sethday43@gmail.com
mailto:sevystrucking@gmail.com
mailto:sglingtimm@yahoo.com
mailto:sgndelivery@gmail.com
mailto:sgwrightandsons@gmail.com
mailto:shale@undiproperties.com
mailto:shannon.holmes-hoskovec@shipperstransport.com
mailto:shannon.holmes-hoskovec@shipperstransport.com
mailto:shannon@judysrestaurant.com
mailto:shannondenisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:shardels@hotmail.com
mailto:sharon@a1timber.net
mailto:sharpeb4d@gmail.com
mailto:sharris@jackcooper.com
mailto:shawgoenterprisesinc@gmail.com
mailto:shawna@candrtractor.com
mailto:shawnerickson30@gmail.com
mailto:records@utc.wa.gov

Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Service Date: June 11, 2020

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following





10

DOCKET TV-200481 PAGE 2
ORDER 01

the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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Thank you,

ChMiasha ~onson
Customer Service Specialist 3
(360) 664-1299

miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov

Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE

Lacey, WA 98503
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Subject: UTC Courtesy Email: 200481 Order 01, Granting Exemption From rules; Waiving Fees for Reinstatement
Applications

Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 3:28:00 PM

Attachments: TV-200481 Order 01.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) served the following document(s), regarding
Docket Number(s) 200481, on 6/11/2020 2:42 PM

We attach a courtesy copy of the above document(s). Please do not reply to this e-mail. If you have any questions
regarding this e-mail, please contact the UTC Records Center, at records@utc.wa.gov.

Thank you,

ChMiasha ~olnson
Customer Service Specialist 3
(360) 664-1299
miesha.johnson@utc.wa.gov

Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE
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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of Exempting Reinstatement DOCKET TV-200481
Application Fees to be Paid under WAC-
480-14-140 for Common Carriers who

Cancelled Permits Due to the COVID-19 ORDER 01

Pandemic and Associated Public Health

Orders. GRANTING EXEMPTION
FROM RULES; WAIVING
FEES FOR

REINSTATEMENT
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.80.090 provides that applications for common
carrier permits must be accompanied by a fee as the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission (Commission) may prescribe by rule. Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to
reinstate permits must pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative, may grant an
exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in individual
circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public interest, the
purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, which declared a
state of emergency in all counties in the state of Washington due to the worldwide
outbreak of COVID-19. On March 23, 2020, the Governor issued Proclamation 20-25,
“Stay Home — Stay Healthy,” which prohibits all people in the state of Washington from
leaving their home or place of residence except to conduct or participate in (1) essential
activities, and/or (2) employment in providing essential business services.

Many companies that perform services for construction companies, operate tow trucks,
dump trucks, or perform other transportation services require common carrier permits
for legal operation. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, many of these common carriers
have experienced a significant decrease in business, which further declined following
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the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel, and personal contact.
Following the significant disruption to their businesses, many common carriers began
struggling to afford the commercial automobile liability insurance required by WAC
480-14-250.

WAC 480-14-230(3)(d) requires that the Commission cancel a company’s permit when
its insurance is cancelled or otherwise does not meet the Commission’s minimum
insurance requirements. Many common carriers voluntarily cancelled their permits to
avoid involuntary permit cancellation for failing to maintain adequate levels of
insurance.

The permits of several more common carriers that were no longer operating and could
no longer afford vehicle liability insurance were involuntarily cancelled due to lack of
adequate insurance.

On May 4, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-25.3 which amended the
previous “Stay Home — Stay Healthy” orders and allowed for a phased return to normal
business, travel and personal contact in Washington state.

Following Proclamation 20-25.3, common carriers with cancelled permits will begin to
apply to reinstate their permits.

Commission staff (Staff) recommends the Commission, on its own initiative, waive the
$100 permit reinstatement application fee for common carriers that (1) voluntarily
cancelled their permits due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation
restricting travel, or (2) can demonstrate that they were unable to afford insurance due
to the COVID-19 outbreak and the Governor’s Proclamation restricting business, travel
and personal contact, which lead to the involuntary cancellation of their operating
permit.

Staff therefore recommends that common carriers applying to reinstate their permits must
meet at least one of the following conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or
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(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permits
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

In order for the Commission to waive the $100 permit reinstatement application fee,
Staff further recommends that the Commission require that the common carrier apply
for reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.

DISCUSSION

We grant the exemption, on our motion, subject to the conditions that Staff recommends.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely limited
business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing economic
conditions for regulated common carriers. In light of these adverse, unforeseen
circumstances, the Commission, on its own initiative, finds that it is consistent with the
public interest to waive the application fee requirements in WAC 480-14-140 for
common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their permits cancelled
involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s
Proclamations.

We also find that the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying regulation and
applicable statues. WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own
initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules in
individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues. Here, granting an
industry-wide exemption for companies that voluntarily cancelled their permits or had
their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is a more efficient use of Commission
resources than requiring each company to submit individual requests for exemption. The
blanket exemption also proactively addresses the economic impacts of the current public
health crisis on the common carrier industry. Finally, granting an exemption from
application fees will provide relief to regulated common carriers without impeding the
Commission’s regulatory functions, including its ability to regulate in the public interest.
We therefore find that granting the exemption is consistent with the purposes underlying
regulation, applicable statutes, and the public interest.
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Accordingly, qualifying regulated common carriers who voluntarily cancelled their
permits or had their permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations are granted an exemption from
the $100 permit reinstatement application fee subject to the conditions that Staff
recommends in paragraph 10.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rules, regulations, and practices of motor carrier
companies relating to acquiring common carrier permits and insurance
requirements.

@) WAC 480-14-140 requires that common carriers filing to reinstate permits must
pay a $100 application fee to the Commission.

(3) WAC 480-07-110(1) provides that the Commission, on its own initiative,
may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its rules
in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent
with the public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable
statues.

4) The COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations have severely
limited business, travel, and personal contact, thus creating rapidly changing
economic conditions for regulated common carriers.

(5) Providing an industry-wide exemption from the requirement in WAC 480-14-
140 that common carriers must pay a reinstatement of permit application fee
for qualifying companies who voluntarily cancelled their permits or had their
permits cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations is consistent with the public
interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statues because
granting the exemption will provide relief to common carriers without
impeding the Commission’s regulatory functions.
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(6)

(7)

(8)

Requiring common carriers to meet conditions consistent with existing rules is
in the public interest to prevent fraud and support’s the Commission’s
regulatory functions.

This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on
June 11, 2020.

The Commission should grant an exemption from WAC 480-14-140 for each
qualifying regulated common carrier who voluntarily cancelled its permit or had
its permit cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the Governor’s Proclamations.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1)

The Commission, on its own initiative, grants an exemption from WAC 480-14-
140 for any regulated common carrier that meets at least one of the following
conditions:

@ The applicant common carrier voluntarily cancelled its permit due to
decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and/or the
Governor’s Proclamations; or

(b) The applicant common carrier can demonstrate that it could not afford
insurance due to decreased business caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the Governor’s Proclamations and subsequently had their permit
cancelled involuntarily for lack of insurance.

The Commission further requires that, in order for the Commission to waive the
permit reinstatement application fee, the common carrier must apply for
reinstatement no later than 90 days following the implementation of “Phase 4”
throughout the entire state of Washington as outlined in Governor Inslee’s
Proclamation 20-25.3.
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@) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and all regulated
common carriers, to effectuate the terms of this Order.

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public
interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 11, 2020.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

MARK L. JOHNSON
Executive Director and Secretary
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