WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

DOCKETNO. TR- 7 0©& ’74
Washington State Department of PETITION TO MODIFY WARNING
Transportation DEVICES AT A HIGHWAY- G -
RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING ~ g
Petitioner, : =
gz8 8 &
VS, K E T' Z-. A [ a5 =b g lO:O 5
USDOT: 808925X =4= N S5
éﬂ, 5,51 - Kennewick Terminal Railway aleatctt-Hc 0 § s o & 8
Respondent o) P 5) o3} % %
N 281 ¢ 3g

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission Lo approve
modification of warning devices at a highway-rail grade crossing.

Washington State Department of Transportation

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

I*etitioner

Signature

310 Maple Park Avenue, SE, SUITE 213

Street Address

Olympia, WA 98504

City, State and Zip Code

PO Box 47329, Olympia WA 98504-7329

Connic Raezer

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Contact Person Name & Signature

360-705-7459 or raczerc(@wsdol.wa.gov

Contact Phone MWumber and Email Address




Section 2 — Respondent’s Information

KET LLC

Respondent

709 North 10™ Avenue

Street Address

Walla Walla, WA 99362

City, State and Zip Code

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Paul Didelius — Owner/President

Contact Person Name

H09-492-3553 or pdigcolumbiarail.com

Contact Phone Number and Email Address

Section 3 — Crossing Location

l. Existing highway/roadway State Route 397

€L

3. USDOT Crossing No. BOBO25X

4. GPS location 46.2106600 -119.1071200

5. Railroad mile post (nearest tenth) —+2 B30 /1/- '4 4

6. City Kennewick County Benton

2. Existing railroad KET Ratlread- { L -C ﬂf’ b.a . K ewre rich mm .




Section 4 — Veliicle Traffic

1. Name of highway State Route 397

2. Road authority Washington State Department of Transportation

3. Average annual daily traffic (AADT) 16,000 (2016)

4, Number of lanes 5

5. Roadway speed 35 mph
6. Is the crossing part of an cstablished truck route? Yes X No
7. I s0, trucks are what percent of total daily traflic? 6%

8. Is the crossing part of an established school bus route?  Yes X No

9. If s0, how many school buses travel over the crossing each day? 10 (estimated)
10. Describe any changes to the information in 1 through 7, above, expected within ten years:

Local development of housing and businesses is expecled to increase vehicle traffie counts.

Section § — Current Crossing Information

; o 7__ oy
1. Railroad company JEF Railroad (UP is still showing on FRA report, line was sold)

2. Type of railroad at crossing g@ummﬂn Carrier 0 Logging  —hmusmiat——
O Passenger 0 Excursion

3. Type of tracks at crossing 11 Main Line X Siding or Spur

4. Number of tracks at crossing 1

5. Average daily train traffic, freight less than one a day 6 a week at last report
Authorized freight train speed 10 niph Operated freight train speed 6-7

6. Average daily train traflic, passenger nfa
Authorized passenger train speed n/a Operated passenger train speed n/a




7. Describe any changes 1o the information in 1 through 4, EIBD.VC, expected within ten }’GB:IT!;: .

MNo known

8. What is the available sight distance from the stop bar (or 25 feet from the tracks if no stop bar)
on both approaches to the crossing?

NB on 397 = More than 300 feet to the east and more than 300 feet to the west

S8 on 397 = More than 300 {eet to the west and more than 200 feet to the cast

9. If the sight distance is less than 400 feel, describe the structures, roadway or track curvature,
visual obstacles or other characteristics that limit sight distance.

There is some brush in the way, track curvature into industrial area on the east side of crossing

Section 6 — Current Warning Devices

Provide a complete description of the warning devices currently located at the crossing (vehicle
and pedestrian), including signs, gates, lights, train detection cireuitry and any other warning
devices.

This is currently a passive crossing, with advance warning signs (W10-01) and stop bars as well as
appropriate pavement markings.
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Section 7 — Description of Proposed Changes

Deseribe in detail the number and type of proposed automatic signals (vehicle and pedestrian),
gates or other warning devices, and/or changes to train detection circuitry. Please describe any
other proposed changes at the crossing, including changes to the crossing surface, signage,
pavement markings, etc. IT sidewalks are being installed, please provide information on who will
maintain them. (Attach additional information sheets, if needed.)

Install Train detection island circuit, which will require all train movements to stop and proceed
after signals activate. Install new track and crossing surface as required to support track
circuitry. Install Cantilever-mounted signals that extends to at least the center of the innermost
(left turn) lane. One set of sidelight flashers on SE quadrant will be directed west towards
castbound Bruneau trafTic (mounted on tip of SE cantilever). and one set of sidelight Mlashers
dirccted cast towards westbound Bruneau traffic. Install signal cabinet/house. Modify sidewalk
o direct pedestrians behind cantilever foundation on NW quadrant. Install updated signs on all

approaches,

Improvements will be funded under Section 130.

Railroad will maintain rail infrastructure and road authority will maintain, sidewalks, pavement
markings and signage as prescribed in law,

Section 8 — Hlustration of Proposed Warning Devices

Attach a detailed design diagram, drawing, map or other illustration showing all proposed
modifications, including signals, signage, pavement markings, sidewalks, ete.

See attached plans prepared by KE'T Railroad




Section 9 — Waiver of Hearing by Respondent

Waiver of Hearing

The undersigned represents the Respondent in the petition to modity highway-rail grade crossing
warning signal system at the following crossing.

USDOT Crossing No. 808295X

We have investigated the conditions at the crossing. We are satisfied the conditions are the same
as described by the Petitioner in this docket. We agree the warning signal system should be
modified and consent to a decision by the commission without a hearing.

Dated at %{é {"é[ {G . Washington, on the _Kﬁ day of
F@r‘marf , 2020.

Paul Didelius

- £
Printed name of I{espundeny 5/

Signaturc of Respondent’s Wepresentative

Owner/President
Title

509-492-3553 or pdi@columbiarail.com
Phone number and e-mail address

709 North 10" Avenuc

Walla Walla, WA 00362
Mailing address
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From: Paul Didelius

To: Young. Betty (UTC

Cc: Raezer. Connie; Nizam, Ahmer

Subject: Re: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 2:39:59 PM
Attachments: CCF_000064(1).pdf

Hello - note attached signed doc. | updated a few minor items - if you need a clean copy
please just adjust on your end and | can re-sign.

Thank you,
Paul Didelius

Owner / President
Columbia Rail Group
Carriers CCET CWW WRL YCR

pd@columbiarail.com
(509) 492-3553

709 N. 10th Ave.
Walla Walla, WA 99362

On Mon, Feb 3, 2020 at 12:39 PM Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov> wrote:

That works — thanks Connie!

Betty

From: Raezer, Connie [mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 12:17 PM

To: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,
Ahmer <nizama@wsdot.wa.gov>

Subject: RE: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X

I went back to my email to recall why we had entered the data this way on the Petition.

| believe the “dual name” situation came up in relationship to the agreement. This was to
address all of the affiliated companies employees being able to work under the agreement.
This can be addressed in the Construction Agreement and therefore | can provide the
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mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
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WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. TR- Z 008 '74

Washington State Department of PETITION TO MODIFY WARNING
Transportation

DEVICES AT A HIGHWAY-

Petitioner,

VS WET L <
éﬂ, b_a. Kennewick Terminal Railway ska-KEF-HH6»

Respondent

RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING

USDOT: 808925X

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission Lo approve
modification of warning devices at a highway-rail grade crossing.

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

Washington State Department of Transportation

I*etitioner

Signature

310 Maple Park Avenue, SE, SUITE 213

Street Address

Olympia, WA 98504

City, State and Zip Code

PO Box 47329, Olympia WA 98504-7329

Connic Raezer

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Contact Person Name & Signature

360-705-7459 or raczerc(@wsdol.wa.gov

Contact Phone MWumber and Email Address






Section 2 — Respondent’s Information

KET LLC

Respondent

709 North 10™ Avenue

Street Address

Walla Walla, WA 99362

City, State and Zip Code

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Paul Didelius — Owner/President

Contact Person Name

H09-492-3553 or pdigcolumbiarail.com

Contact Phone Number and Email Address

Section 3 — Crossing Location

l. Existing highway/roadway State Route 397

€L

3. USDOT Crossing No. BOBO25X

4. GPS location 46.2106600 -119.1071200

5. Railroad mile post (nearest tenth) —+2 B30 /1/- '4 4

6. City Kennewick County Benton

2. Existing railroad KET Ratlread- { L -C ﬂf’ b.a . K ewre rich mm .






Section 4 — Veliicle Traffic

1. Name of highway State Route 397

2. Road authority Washington State Department of Transportation

3. Average annual daily traffic (AADT) 16,000 (2016)

4, Number of lanes 5

5. Roadway speed 35 mph
6. Is the crossing part of an cstablished truck route? Yes X No
7. I s0, trucks are what percent of total daily traflic? 6%

8. Is the crossing part of an established school bus route?  Yes X No

9. If s0, how many school buses travel over the crossing each day? 10 (estimated)
10. Describe any changes to the information in 1 through 7, above, expected within ten years:

Local development of housing and businesses is expecled to increase vehicle traffie counts.

Section § — Current Crossing Information

; o 7__ oy
1. Railroad company JEF Railroad (UP is still showing on FRA report, line was sold)

2. Type of railroad at crossing g@ummﬂn Carrier 0 Logging  —hmusmiat——
O Passenger 0 Excursion

3. Type of tracks at crossing 11 Main Line X Siding or Spur

4. Number of tracks at crossing 1

5. Average daily train traffic, freight less than one a day 6 a week at last report
Authorized freight train speed 10 niph Operated freight train speed 6-7

6. Average daily train traflic, passenger nfa
Authorized passenger train speed n/a Operated passenger train speed n/a






7. Describe any changes 1o the information in 1 through 4, EIBD.VC, expected within ten }’GB:IT!;: .

MNo known

8. What is the available sight distance from the stop bar (or 25 feet from the tracks if no stop bar)
on both approaches to the crossing?

NB on 397 = More than 300 feet to the east and more than 300 feet to the west

S8 on 397 = More than 300 {eet to the west and more than 200 feet to the cast

9. If the sight distance is less than 400 feel, describe the structures, roadway or track curvature,
visual obstacles or other characteristics that limit sight distance.

There is some brush in the way, track curvature into industrial area on the east side of crossing

Section 6 — Current Warning Devices

Provide a complete description of the warning devices currently located at the crossing (vehicle
and pedestrian), including signs, gates, lights, train detection cireuitry and any other warning
devices.

This is currently a passive crossing, with advance warning signs (W10-01) and stop bars as well as
appropriate pavement markings.
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Section 7 — Description of Proposed Changes

Deseribe in detail the number and type of proposed automatic signals (vehicle and pedestrian),
gates or other warning devices, and/or changes to train detection circuitry. Please describe any
other proposed changes at the crossing, including changes to the crossing surface, signage,
pavement markings, etc. IT sidewalks are being installed, please provide information on who will
maintain them. (Attach additional information sheets, if needed.)

Install Train detection island circuit, which will require all train movements to stop and proceed
after signals activate. Install new track and crossing surface as required to support track
circuitry. Install Cantilever-mounted signals that extends to at least the center of the innermost
(left turn) lane. One set of sidelight flashers on SE quadrant will be directed west towards
castbound Bruneau trafTic (mounted on tip of SE cantilever). and one set of sidelight Mlashers
dirccted cast towards westbound Bruneau traffic. Install signal cabinet/house. Modify sidewalk
o direct pedestrians behind cantilever foundation on NW quadrant. Install updated signs on all

approaches,

Improvements will be funded under Section 130.

Railroad will maintain rail infrastructure and road authority will maintain, sidewalks, pavement
markings and signage as prescribed in law,

Section 8 — Hlustration of Proposed Warning Devices

Attach a detailed design diagram, drawing, map or other illustration showing all proposed
modifications, including signals, signage, pavement markings, sidewalks, ete.

See attached plans prepared by KE'T Railroad






Section 9 — Waiver of Hearing by Respondent

Waiver of Hearing

The undersigned represents the Respondent in the petition to modity highway-rail grade crossing
warning signal system at the following crossing.

USDOT Crossing No. 808295X

We have investigated the conditions at the crossing. We are satisfied the conditions are the same
as described by the Petitioner in this docket. We agree the warning signal system should be
modified and consent to a decision by the commission without a hearing.

Dated at %{é {"é[ {G . Washington, on the _Kﬁ day of
F@r‘marf , 2020.

Paul Didelius

- £
Printed name of I{espundeny 5/

Signaturc of Respondent’s Wepresentative

Owner/President
Title

509-492-3553 or pdi@columbiarail.com
Phone number and e-mail address

709 North 10" Avenuc

Walla Walla, WA 00362
Mailing address

6
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attached replacement pages for the Petition just listing KET.

Please let me know if this is sufficient.

Connie Raezer
Desk: 360-705-7459

Cell: 360-701-2242

Please visit the: Highway-Railroad Coordination Informational Webpage

From: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 11:34 AM
To: Raezer, Connie <RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov>

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,

Ahmer <pizama@wsdot.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X
Importance: High

All — before we proceed with this petition, | need to be clear about which railroad(s) is the
correct respondent.

According to information we received from Rob Didelius, KET LLC is not a d/b/a of CWW,
LLC, but is a whole different company (see attached). Should the respondent be KET LLC,
dba Kennewick Terminal Railway?

Thanks for your help.

Betty

From: Raezer, Connie [mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 9:01 AM

To: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>


https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/design/utilities/railroad
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,

Ahmer <nizama@wsdot.wa.gov>
Subject: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X

Ms. Young,

WSDOT is submitting a Petition to modify the warning devices at crossing 808925X on SR
397 in Kennewick. A Diagnostic Team conducted a site visit on September 17, 2014. The
UTC was represented by Paul Curl. The crossing currently has passive protection only, is a
five lane crossing, and has a very high average daily traffic count. There is an accident
history that was a consideration. After concurrence of the Diagnostic Team on the safety
improvements, the railroad and WSDOT entered into a design agreement funded under
federal funds Section 130. Design was completed and is submitted with this Petition. The
railroad and WSDOT have negotiated a construction agreement. The construction is fully
funded under Section 130. While we finalize the signature of that agreement | would like
UTC to begin the Petition process.

If there are any questions, please contact me.
Connie Raezer

WSDOT Railroad Liaison

310 Maple Park Avenue SE, 2B

Mailstop 47329

Olympia, WA 98504-7329

360-705-7459 Desk

360-701-2242 Cell

Please visit the: Highway-Railroad Coordination Informational Webpage


mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/design/utilities/railroad

From: Raezer, Connie

To: Paul Didelius; Young, Betty (UTC)

Cc: Nizam, Ahmer

Subject: RE: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 1:26:57 PM

Betty, WSDOT has no concerns with edits to the name/description of the railroad company provided
by Paul.

Connie Raezer
Desk: 360-705-7459
Cell: 360-701-2242

Please visit the: Highway-Railroad Coordination Informational Webpage

From: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 2:39 PM

To: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>

Cc: Raezer, Connie <RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov>; Nizam, Ahmer <nizama@wsdot.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X

Hello - note attached signed doc. | updated afew minor items - if you need a clean copy
please just adjust on your end and | can re-sign.

Thank you,
Paul Didelius

Owner / President

Columbia Rail Group
Carriers CCET CWW WRL YCR

pd@columbiarail.com
(509) 492-3553

709 N. 10th Ave.
WallaWalla, WA 99362

On Mon, Feb 3, 2020 at 12:39 PM Y oung, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov> wrote:

That works — thanks Conniel

Betty

From: Raezer, Connie [mailto: RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 12:17 PM

To: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,
Ahmer <nizam sdot.wa.gov>

Subject: RE: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X


mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/design/utilities/railroad
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov

| went back to my email to recall why we had entered the data this way on the Petition.

| believe the “dual name” situation came up in relationship to the agreement. Thiswasto
address all of the affiliated companies employees being able to work under the agreement.
This can be addressed in the Construction Agreement and therefore | can provide the
attached replacement pages for the Petition just listing KET.

Please let me know if thisis sufficient.

Connie Raezer
Desk: 360-705-7459
Cell: 360-701-2242

Please visit the: Highway-Railroad Coordination Informational Webpage

From: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 11:34 AM
To: Raezer, Connie <RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov>

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,

Ahmer <nizam sdot.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X
Importance: High

All — before we proceed with this petition, | need to be clear about which railroad(s) isthe
correct respondent.

According to information we received from Rob Didelius, KET LLC is not a d/b/a of
CWW, LLC, but isawhole different company (see attached). Should the respondent be
KET LLC, dbaKennewick Termina Railway?

Thanks for your help.

Betty

From: Raezer, Connie [mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 9:01 AM

To: Young, Betty (UTC) <betty.young@utc.wa.gov>

Cc: Paul Didelius <pd@columbiarail.com>; Paul Didelius <pd@frontierrail.com>; Nizam,
Ahmer <nizam sdot.wa.gov>

Subject: Petition to Modify Devices at 808925X

Ms. Young,

WSDOT is submitting a Petition to modify the warning devices at crossing 808925X on SR
397 in Kennewick. A Diagnostic Team conducted a site visit on September 17, 2014. The
UTC was represented by Paul Curl. The crossing currently has passive protection only, isa
five lane crossing, and has a very high average daily traffic count. There is an accident
history that was a consideration. After concurrence of the Diagnostic Team on the safety
improvements, the railroad and WSDOT entered into a design agreement funded under


https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/design/utilities/railroad
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:RaezerC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:betty.young@utc.wa.gov
mailto:pd@columbiarail.com
mailto:pd@frontierrail.com
mailto:nizama@wsdot.wa.gov

federal funds Section 130. Design was completed and is submitted with this Petition. The
railroad and WSDOT have negotiated a construction agreement. The construction is fully
funded under Section 130. While we finalize the signature of that agreement | would like
UTC to begin the Petition process.

If there are any questions, please contact me.
Connie Raezer

WSDOT Railroad Liaison

310 Maple Park Avenue SE, 2B
Mailstop 47329

Olympia, WA 98504-7329
360-705-7459 Desk
360-701-2242 Cell

Please visit the: Highway-Railroad Coordination Informational Webpage


https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/design/utilities/railroad
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