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DECLARATION OF  

KATHRYN MCPHERSON 

   

Kathryn McPherson, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, 

declares as follows: 

 

1. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

(Commission) as an investigator in the Solid Waste Enforcement program within the 

Transportation Safety Division. As an investigator, my responsibilities include 

conducting investigations regarding the business practices of regulated transportation 

companies. As part of those duties, I investigate transportation companies that may be 

operating without the required Commission-issued certificate.  

 

2. On September 30, 2019, I found information that Gary Abdella (Gary Abdella or 

Company) advertised on Facebook as a solid waste carrier.1  

 

3. On September 30, 2019, a search of Washington State Department of Revenue’s (DOR) 

records showed that Gary Abdella has an active business registration under the name 

Gary Abdella.2 An address search for Gary Abdella using Accurint database shows a 

residential address of 400 Powers Creek Road, Elma, WA 98541.   

 

4. On September 30, 2019, I reviewed Commission records to determine if Gary Abdella 

had authority to operate as a solid waste carrier in the state of Washington. I learned that 

the Commission has no record of the Company.  

 

5. On October 3, 2019, I sent a letter to Gary Abdella at 400 Powers Creek Road, 

Washington, 98541, stating that I believed his business was in violation of Commission 

rules by operating as a solid waste carrier without the required certificate.3 The Company 

was required to respond by October 15, 2019, by either submitting a completed 

application for a solid waste transportation certificate, or by explaining in writing why the 

business does not require a solid waste certificate. 

                                                 
1 See Attachment A for copies of online advertising from Facebook. 

2 See Attachment B for copy of Washington State Department of Revenue Online search. 

3 See Attachment C for a copy of the compliance letter dated October 3, 2019, sent to Gary Abdella.  
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6. On October 10, 2019, Gary Abdella spoke with Commission staff (Staff) in person to 

discuss the non-permitted carrier letter dated October 3, 2019. Staff explained to Gary 

Abdella that the Company could not operate drop-off service for solid waste without a 

certificate. Gary Abdella told Staff he would follow the standard of “junk haulers” and 

load debris for the customer.4  

 

7. On October 10, 2019, Gary Abdella sent an email regarding his conversation with Staff. 

Gary Abdella stated that his interpretation of the conversation was that he needed to 

change his advertising to junk removal.5  

 

8. On October 10, 2019, I responded to Gary Abdella’s email outlining the difference in 

junk removal versus solid waste transportation. I explained that he would need a common 

carrier permit for junk removal. I requested additional information regarding the intent of 

the destination of the drop-boxes after service was completed. The email also explained 

that the Company had the option to transport the loads to a recycling center if they were 

recyclable.6 

 

9. On October 10, 2019, Gary Abdella responded stating he did not understand my 

questions. He stated in the email that the recycling center charges would not make it 

financially worth transporting. Gary Abdella asked if they could just say the Company let 

people borrow the box, and then only charge for dump fees.7 

 

10. On October 15, 2019, I emailed Gary Abdella to follow up on information provided by 

Staff, and correspondence with the Company by email.8 I reiterated that the Company 

could not engage in solid waste collection. If Gary Abdella chose to proceed as a junk 

remover, the Company would need a common carrier permit. In addition to email, I sent 

the response in a letter dated October 15, 2019, due to reported issues with WaTech and 

Yahoo email.9 

 

11. On October 18, 2019, I researched the Company’s activities on Facebook. I discovered 

Gary Abdella continued to advertise for drop-box services, quoting his prices and 

comparing them to Lemay’s.10  

 

12. On November 19, 2019, using an assumed name, I entered into an agreement via 

Facebook Messenger with Gary Abdella to provide a drop-box services. Gary Abdella 

                                                 
4 See Attachment D Staff notes from October 10, 2019. 

5 See Attachment E Email from Gary Abdella dated October 10, 2019 at 3:33 p.m.  

6 See Attachment F Email to Gary Abdella dated October 10, 2019 at 4:01 p.m.  

7 See Attachment G Email from Gary Abdella dated October 10, 2019 at 4:32 p.m.  

8 See Attachment H Email dated October 15, 2019. 

9 See Attachment I Letter dated October 15, 2019. 

10 See Attachment J Advertisement on Facebook dated October 18, 2019. 
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stated he would provide a drop-box for $250, then charge an additional $250 to transport 

the drop-box to the dump for disposal.11  

 

 

 

 

DATED this 5th day of December, 2019, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

 

 

     ______________________________________ 

     Kathryn McPherson 

 

  

                                                 

11 See Attachment K Facebook Messenger offer for service. 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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Attachment E 
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Attachment F
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Attachment G 
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Attachment H 
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Attachment I
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Attachment J 
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Attachment K 

 
 


