
WA Complaint 18-074  
M&L vs Avista Corp – South Loon Lake Rd 

Avista Supporting Documentation 
October 31, 2018 

The complaint refers to an alleged violation date of 8/7/18 and damage to Avista’s primary line.  Avista 
has no record of any damage that occurred on that date in regard to locate ticket #18295245 nor any 
other locate ticket by M&L.  Avista also cannot determine what “bill for damage” that M&L references in 
their complaint.  Avista does not have an employee named Brian Shaw.  Avista contacted Jon Cornelius 
for clarifying information in the complaint or a resubmittal of the complaint with correct information.  A 
clarification came back that the alleged violation date was actually on 7/25/18. 

SUMMARY INFORMATION: 

On July 13, 2018 Avista’s contract locator located the electric primary beginning at the pole at 42994 S. 
Loon Lake Rd as described in locate ticket #18295245, Attachment A, and preceded to locate the 
primary to the southeast.  This locate was done in accordance with the notice of the scheduled 
commencement of excavation M&L gave to all owners of underground facilities as required by RCW 
19.122.030.1.  That notice specifically stated: “Beginning on south side of S Loon Lake Rd. at pole located 
at above address east….”  Avista properly and correctly located its underground service facilities 
beginning at the pole located at 42994 S. Loon Lake Rd., and proceeding east. 

M&L failed to give notice to the owner’s of underground facilities of any excavation west of the pole 
located at 42994 S. Loon Lake Rd., as required by RCW 19.122.030.1.  RCW 19.122.020.13 provides: 
“’Notice’ or ‘notify’ means contact in person or by telephone or other electronic methods that results in 
the receipt of a valid excavation confirmation code.”  The term “notice” used in RCW 19.13.030.1 does 
not include white marks placed on the ground, especially when those white marks expand beyond the 
“notice” provided pursuant to 19.13.030.1.   

Avista’s contract locator did not see white marks west of the pole at 42994 S. Loon Lake Rd.  See 
Attachment B, picture of beginning of locate marks at pole as described in the locate ticket (also note, 
there are actually 2 poles located in front of this property). 

On July 25, 2018 M&L Construction damaged Avista’s electric primary west of the pole located at 42994 
S. Loon Lake Road, Attachment C.
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Attachment A:  M&L Locate Ticket for 42994 S. Loon Lake Rd 
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Attachment B:  Vicinity map and location of damage at 42994 S. Loon Lake Rd, note that there are 2 
poles in front of this property.  Locator located both gas and electric 

Damage Location (west of beginning 
pole in locate ticket) 

Note:  2 poles are 
located in front of 
this property.   

Gas Pipeline 

Electric primary 
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Attachment C:  Picture of electric locate marks at pole located at 42994 S Loon Lake Road and marks 
going east. 

4



Attachment D:  Pictures of damage location showing the pole and the date of the damage 

Damage location 
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