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STATE  OF  WASHINGTON 

BOARD  OF  PILOTAGE  COMMISSIONERS 
2901 Third Avenue, Suite 500  |  Seattle, Washington 98121  |  (206) 515-3904  |  www.pilotage.wa.gov 

PILOT SAFETY COMMITTEE 
CHARTER 

I. Purpose
The purpose of the Board of Pilotage Commissioners’ (Board or BPC) Pilot Safety
Committee (Committee or PSC) is to: ensure that pilotage services in Washington
State are conducted in a safe and efficient manner consistent with the Board’s
mission of safety. The Committee will analyze data related to pilot fatigue and
dispatch efficiency; propose WAC language for adherence to the RCW; assess
hazards; and monitor and evaluate compliance with international pilot safety
standards. .

II. Membership
The PSC shall consist of:

• one (1) Chair or two (2) Co-Chairs
• up to four (4) members of the Board of Pilotage Commissioners
• one (1) Maritime Industry representative;
• one (1) Puget Sound Pilot president
• one (1) Port of Grays Harbor representative

Committee members may identify one (1) specific alternate, representing the same 
or similar organization. If a committee member is unavailable to attend a scheduled 
meeting, the alternate shall attend in their place. Alternates may attend meetings.  

The PSC Chair/Co-Chairs, members and alternates shall be appointed by the Board 
for an initial term of one (1) year and will be appointed by the Board annually. The 
Committee may consult with additional subject matter experts as needed.  

III. The Role of Chair/Co-Chairs
The Chair/Co-Chairs of the PSC will work with BPC staff to prepare committee
materials and will preside at meetings. The Chair/Co-Chairs will provide monthly
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updates of PSC activities, coordinate and communicate with committee members 
and outside interests, and deliver recommendations to the Board. 

 

IV. Authority 
The PSC is an advisory committee to the Board. It will not make policy decisions. 
Committee recommendations will be agreed upon by consensus. 

 

V. Guidelines & Responsibilities: 
Committee members will commit to the following: 

• Meetings start and end on time 
• Regular meeting attendance 
• Notify an alternate if unable to attend a meeting 
• Come prepared to meetings and bring factual materials to the attention of 

the Committee 
• Be productive at each meeting 
• One person talks at a time. Express your point of view and then let others 

speak (i.e. don’t talk over other people and no side discussions at the 
table) 

• Disagreements are understandable, but should  be solution focused; 
• Be open to new ideas and ways of doing things 
• Everyone’s contributions are valued, be respectful and support each 

other’s role 
• Provide, via consensus, recommendations to the Board  

 

VI. Activities & Duties  
The PSC will engage in the following activities: 

• Monitor international pilot safety standards and hazards, and make 
recommendations to the Board;  

• Analyze legislative changes to RCW 88.16.103 Mandatory rest periods for 
pilots and makes recommendations to the Board for WAC revisions in 
accordance with the RCW. Recommendations leading to rulemaking 
regarding mandatory rest periods should be delivered to the Board by 
October 15, 2020;  

• Review and consider pilot ladder safety, and make recommendations to 
the Board;  

• Review and consider pilot dispatch efficiency and other efficiencies, and 
effects on pilot fatigue, and make recommendations to the Board;  

• Review and consider fatigue mitigation research;  
• Review and consider definitions for assignment, target assignment level 

and workload, taking into consideration the remaining recommendations 
from Dr. Czeisler and Dr. Flynn-Evans and provide recommendations to 
the Board; and  
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• Review quarterly pilot reports for rest rule compliance, and make 
recommendations to the Board as needed 
 

VII. Meetings/Time Commitment 
Meetings will occur monthly, bi-monthly, or quarterly, as needed, and will last up to 
two (2) hours. Locations may vary.  

 

Meeting summaries will be reviewed and accepted by the Committee, and provided 
to the Board upon Committee consensus. The first meeting of the Committee will 
be scheduled for April 2020. 

 

The PSC will review its charter at least annually and recommend any proposed 
changes to the Board for review. 

 

This charter was adopted by the Board of Pilotage Commissioners on February 20, 
2020.   
 
            

       __________________________ 
                        Sheri J. Tonn, Chair 
 
  __________________________          _____________________________  
Eleanor Kirtley, Vice Chair Commissioner Timothy J. Farrell 

 
__________________________ _____________________________ 
Commissioner Philip Morrell Commissioner Rik Krombeen 

__________________________  _____________________________                                              
Commissioner John Scragg Commissioner Michael Anthony 

__________________________                                                    _____________________________ 
Commissioner Jason R. Hamilton Commissioner Dale Jensen 
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