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1002 Milwaukee Way 23 March 2026
Tacoma, WA 98421

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504

Submitted vig email: comments@ute wa. qo

RE: Public Comment on Puget Sound Pilots Request to Increase Pilotage Rates, Docket TP-250574 — Augmented
Letter

Dear Commissioners,

In light of newly shared information from the U.S. Shipping representative on the Board of Pilotage
Commissioners, it is notable that 39 pilot applicants have been approved for the April exam—the second-largest
pool of qualified candidates since 2008. This strong level of interest clearly indicates that the current wage
structure is already competitive and attractive to mariners, further underscoring that such an extraordinary 52%
rate increase is not necessary to ensure pilot recruitment or retention.

Best Regards,

Mason Reed

Director Vessel Operations — Pacific Northwest
USCG Licensed Master, Of Self-Propelied Vessels Of Unlimited Tonnage Upon Oceans.
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