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BACKGROUND 

1 On May 20, 2021, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) 
granted Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) designation to Commnet Wireless, LLC 
(Commnet or Company) in select census blocks of Clallam, Kittitas, and San Juan for the 
purposes of participating in the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I high-cost universal service program (RDOF Program).1 

2 On August 29, 2024, and the Company successfully transferred the supported RDOF census 
blocks within two counties, Kittitas and San Juan, to telecom providers, Island Network, 
LLC d/b//a Rock Island Communications and to Inland Cellular in Dockets UT-240182 and 
UT-240485. Commnet defaulted on the remaining locations and census blocks within 
Clallam County. The defaulted locations have since been repurposed for participation in the 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA’s) Broadband Equity, 
Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program,2 thereby relieving Commnet of any further 
obligations given it no longer will serve any customers in Washington state. 

 
1 In the Matter of the Petition of Commnet Wireless, LLC. for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier in the State of Washington, Docket UT-210149, Order 01 (May 20, 
2021). See also, UTC Staff Memo and Attachment (May 20, 2021). Census blocks in three 
distinct counties (Clallam, Kittitas, and San Juan) were granted. 
2 Petition of Commnet Wireless LLC to Relinquish Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
Designation at 2-3 ¶¶ 3-13 and attached Exhibit 1 (explaining that “on December 9, 2024, 
Commnet notified the FCC that it was withdrawing its winning RDOF bid for CBG 
530090006001, which included 487 RDOF eligible locations in Clallam County,” and that  
Company further explained that on January 15, 2025, the FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau 
issued a Public Notice announcing that CBG 530090006001 was now eligible for further funding 
programs). 



DOCKET UT-210149   PAGE 2 
ORDER 02 
 
 

3 On July 17, 2025, Commnet sent a letter in this docket informing the Commission that it 
should not recertify the Company with the FCC pursuant to FCC Rule 54.314 for the reasons 
stated in its petition. Consequently, on September 11, 2025, the Commission declined to 
recertify Commnet in Washington state. 

4 As a result, on May 15, 2026, Commnet filed a petition with the Commission for 
relinquishment of its entire ETC designation areas.  

5 Commission staff (Staff) reviewed the request together with the FCC documents and finds 
that the Company’s Petition is consistent with the FCC’s decisions since Commnet is 
requesting: (1) to relinquish its ETC designation consistent with the FCC’s decisions; and (2)  
to cancel its telecommunications registration with the Washington Commission as the 
Company no longer intends to operate as a telecommunications company in this state. For 
these reasons, Staff agrees that the Company’s cancellation of registration is appropriate. 
Therefore, Staff recommends that the Commission grant Commnet’s requested 
relinquishment of ETC designation, effective June 25, 2026, and allow the Company’s 
voluntary cancellation of telecommunications registration to take effect as well on June 25, 
2026, in Docket UT-260425. 

DISCUSSION 

6 We agree with Staff’s recommendation and grant Commnet’s Petition. Pursuant to 47 
U.S.C. § 214(e)(4), a state commission shall permit an ETC to relinquish its designation 
in any area served by more than one ETC.  

7 Commnet’s Petition meeting the requirements of U.S.C. § 214(e)(4) because they never 
began serving customers via the RDOF Program and because a facilities-based ETC 
continues to exist in the Clallam County (Port Angeles) exchange area3 as noted at page 
3, paragraph 15, of the company’s petition. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

8 (1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with the 
authority to regulate public service companies, including competitively classified 
telecommunications companies.  

 
3 See Order No. 01 in Docket UT-043030, at Page 2, Paragraph 5; and Appendix A, at Page 7; 
including the Qwest Corporation’s Port Angeles exchange in the “Order Granting Petition for 
(remaining exchanges for) Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier.” 
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9 (2) Commnet is a competitively classified telecommunications company and a public 
service company subject to Commission jurisdiction.  

10 (3) Commnet has also been designated as an ETC in Washington state. 

11 (4) Under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(4) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.205, the Commission may grant a 
relinquishment of designated ETC status if consistent with the public interest. 

12 (5) This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on June 
25, 2026. 

13 (6) After review of the petition in Docket UT-210149 by Commnet filed on May 15, 
2026, and giving due consideration, the Commission finds that granting the 
relinquishment is in the public interest and is consistent with the purposes underlying 
the regulation and applicable statutes and should be granted.  

ORDER 

THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

14 (1) The request by Commnet Wireless, LLC for relinquishment of designated ETC status 
is granted June 25, 2026. 

15 (2) The associated voluntary cancellation of telecommunications registration is also 
allowed as of June 25, 2026.  

16 (3) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and Commnet Wireless, 
LLC to effectuate the provisions of this Order. 

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public interest, 
directed the Secretary to enter this Order. 

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective June 25, 2026. 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

JEFF KILLIP 
Executive Director and Secretary 
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