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DATE:    January 9, 2026

RE:  Docket TP-250574
Puget Sound Pilots Rate Case Public Comments

From:    Catherine Collins,
Executive Director
Sound Experience
PO Box 1390, 211 Seton Road
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Sound Experience is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) youth education organization that serves children and
teens throughout the Puget Sound region with environmental and maritime programs. More than
30,000 children and teens have sailed aboard on day and overnight educational programs on-the-
water since its inception in 1989. The organization partners with public and private schools
throughout the Puget Sound region, and partners with community-based organizations such as
Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle and Maritime Blue. Its education platform is the fully-restored
National Historic Landmark (NHL) schooner Adventuress, one of only two NHL sailing ships still in
active operation on the West Coast. Adventuress is a USCG-inspected commercial vessel and was
named Puget Sound’s official Environmental Tall Ship in 2016 by the Washington State Governor’s
office.

We are submitting the following public comments in support of the Puget Sound Pilots rate
increase case:
Pilotage, environmental protection and youth education – Sound Experience’s work depends on
a Puget Sound that is safe and well managed. A major marine accident would directly affect
our ability to deliver meaningful environmental education and youth programs on the water.
Pilots are key to the safety system that allows busy commercial traffic and youth sail
training programs to share the same waterways safely.

Cultivating a future maritime workforce through education – Puget Sound Pilots regularly volunteer
their time aboard Adventuress, working directly with teens – many of whom have never been on
Puget Sound – to explain commercial shipping, marine safety, and real maritime career pathways.
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Puget Sound Pilots Rate Case Public Comments 
 
From:  Catherine Collins,  


Executive Director 
Sound Experience 
PO Box 1390, 211 Seton Road 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 


 
Sound Experience is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) youth education organization that serves children and teens throughout the 
Puget Sound region with environmental and maritime programs. More than 30,000 children and teens have sailed 
aboard on day and overnight educational programs on-the-water since its inception in 1989. The organization partners 
with public and private schools throughout the Puget Sound region, and partners with community-based organizations 
such as Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle and Maritime Blue. Its education platform is the fully-restored National 
Historic Landmark (NHL) schooner Adventuress, one of only two NHL sailing ships still in active operation on the West 
Coast. Adventuress is a USCG-inspected commercial vessel and was named Puget Sound’s official Environmental Tall 
Ship in 2016 by the Washington State Governor’s office.  
 
We are submitting the following public comments in support of the Puget Sound Pilots rate increase case: 
Pilotage, environmental protection and youth education – Sound Experience’s work depends on a Puget Sound that is 
safe and well managed. A major marine accident would directly affect our ability to deliver meaningful environmental 
education and youth programs on the water. Pilots are key to the safety system that allows busy commercial traffic and 
youth sail training programs to share the same waterways safely. 
 
Cultivating a future maritime workforce through education – Puget Sound Pilots regularly volunteer their time aboard 
Adventuress, working directly with teens – many of whom have never been on Puget Sound – to explain commercial 
shipping, marine safety, and real maritime career pathways. Their direct engagement adds a level of credibility that our 
shipboard crew of educators alone cannot provide. When a working Pilot shares their experience and accompanying 
lessons aboard Adventuress, students see clearly that this is a real job they could do, and that moment is often 
transformative. 
 
A reasonable increase with outsized public benefit – Pilots’ expertise reduces risk, protects sensitive marine 
environments, and keeps maritime trade moving safely. A requested rate increase reflects the importance of pilotage to 
WA State’s economy, to the environmental health of coastal communities, and to the work of organizations like ours 
that are dedicated to maritime workforce development and to our region’s marine environment. 
 
Why competitive compensation matters – From my perspective leading youth maritime workforce development 
programs, pilotage must remain a sustainable and competitive career. When compensation and working conditions 
don’t reflect the responsibility of the work, it’s harder to encourage talented young people to pursue this path. 
Competitive pilot compensation is an investment in Washington’s future maritime safety, workforce, and economic 
vitality. 
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Their direct engagement adds a level of credibility that our shipboard crew of educators alone
cannot provide. When a working Pilot shares their experience and accompanying lessons aboard
Adventuress, students see clearly that this is a real job they could do, and that moment is often
transformative.
 
A reasonable increase with outsized public benefit – Pilots’ expertise reduces risk, protects sensitive
marine environments, and keeps maritime trade moving safely. A requested rate increase reflects
the importance of pilotage to WA State’s economy, to the environmental health of coastal
communities, and to the work of organizations like ours that are dedicated to maritime workforce
development and to our region’s marine environment.
 
Why competitive compensation matters – From my perspective leading youth maritime workforce
development programs, pilotage must remain a sustainable and competitive career. When
compensation and working conditions don’t reflect the responsibility of the work, it’s harder to
encourage talented young people to pursue this path. Competitive pilot compensation is an
investment in Washington’s future maritime safety, workforce, and economic vitality.
 
 
Catherine Collins  |  she.her.hers.

Executive Director
Sound Experience
( (206)353-6119 Direct | ( (360)379-0438 x3 Office
PO Box 1390 | Port Townsend, WA 98368
Sound Experience is a Washington State-wide youth education organization serving communities and ports
throughout the Puget Sound and the Salish Sea.
www.soundexp.org              
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