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Dear Commissioners and Executive Director of the UTC:

I am a Commissioner of the Port of Tacoma and the Northwest Seaport Alliance and have served in this
capacity for many years. | am writing to you in my individual capacity as a Port Commissioner. | am
writing to express my personal support for establishing PSP’s pilotage rates in an amount which is
comparable to those set around the United States in similar major Ports with similar navigational
challenges including vessel sizes and other complicating factors. We are one of the top seven gateways
in the United States.

| have travelled with Pilots on their journeys in the Puget Sound with large vessels to major Port facilities
handling international trade.

Just recently, 12/22/2025, | boarded the Evergreen Line “Ever More” in transit to its destination at the
Port of Tacoma, up the Blair waterway for two miles, to Evergreen’s terminal. This vessel is
approximately a 16,500 TEU vessel, 1200 feet by 167 feet with a 43-foot draft and a wind sail area of
16,500 square meters. This is one of the largest vessels to call in our gateway.

The wind we experienced on 12/22 was 20-25 knots. As the vessel traveled up the two-mile waterway,
there were other moored cargo vessels along the side of the waterway that were working gantry cranes
on other terminals near the ship as we slowly moved up the waterway.

This is truly the heart of our very important international trade in Washington State. | served on the Port
Commission when we were able to attract Evergreen Line to the Port of Tacoma over 35 years ago, in
1991. Evergreen Shipping Agency (American) Corporation recognized the Puget Sound Pilots as their
Marine Vendor of the year in 2018. We are very proud of our long-term partnership with Evergreen and
very proud of the work the Pilots have done in making sure the vessels have transited safely so we could
maintain that partnership.

I spoke at length with the Evergreen captain on 12/22. He discussed the navigational challenges this
important terminal presented as compared to other terminals and waterways they navigate around the
world. It requires skilled pilotage.

It truly takes the absolute best Pilots in the World to get our import and export cargo to many of our
terminals. | cannot understate the absolute value the Pilots bring to our ability to operate our Ports in
Washington State and bring jobs to our economy. Billions of dollars of cargo are shipped thru our Ports
and over 43,000 jobs are created thru NWSA marine trade.
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| also share the concerns they have expressed about personal safety considerations they encounter as
they climb a rope ladder to enter these large vessels in transit and | understand that they also have
potential financial liability exposure and responsibility for American flag ships in the event of error.

Please consider the above and please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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John McCarthy
Port of Tacoma Commissioner
(253) 365-7498
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