ETC RULEMAKING WORKSHOP AGENDA
June 29, 2005

1.
Designation


- Public Interest Standards Should the Commission state in a rule factors it will consider in making an ETC designation, consistent with the public interest standard by which the Commission makes such determinations?  Note in this regard that the FCC suggests that the following factors be considered:



- Comparable services, duplicate services




- Economic development




- Fund size   




- Health and safety

- New services

- Number of ETCs

- Service Area Shape



- Service Quality 




- Monopoly regulation, market discipline 



- Consumer Protection






- Emergency operations




- Outage reporting

With respect to each of these factors that you think should be expressed by rule, please share your thoughts concerning exactly what such a rule should say.

2.
Accountability


- Permissible Uses of Support Funds Should the Commission adopt rules defining the uses to which support dollars should or must be put?  If so, what should be said in such a rule concerning use of funds in terms of:



- Facilities




- Services




- Locations

- Planning in Advance of ETC Designation Should the Commission adopt a rule requiring petitioners for ETC designation to prepare a plan how support will be used?
If so, what planning time-frame should be required?  What level of detail should be required?  



- Reporting for Annual Certification Should the Commission adopt a rule that requires reporting on the use of funds, or rely on the existing certification practice?  If you believe that reporting should be required, please share your thoughts concerning the FCC’s suggestion that such reports include:



- Expenditure reports




- 5-year plan review, revisions




- Least-cost accountability




- Lifeline and tribal lifeline advertising

