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Vahak sent the followi ng on the renote control |oconotive issue
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More on this topic-
City of Boston bans renotes
http://ww. bl e. or g/ pr/ news/ newsfl ash. asp?i d=3678

CLEVELAND, February 13 -- The City of Boston has becone the fifth U S
city to take action against renote control |oconotive operations. In a
resolution by Councilor at-Large Stephen J. Murphy, the city demanded that
railroad cease operations of renote control |oconptives until safety

consi derations are net.

In its resolution, the council cited various safety concerns, including
terrorism public safety around the tracks, passenger rail safety and the
lack of training by renpote control operators. The council resolved to ask
the FRA to create nore conprehensive safety requirements and the city to
prepare for energencies.

The resolution by Boston follows sinmilar resolutions passed by the city
councils of Baton Rouge, La., Shreveport, La., Detroit, Mch., Marysville,
M ch., and, nost recently, C eveland, Ohio.

BLE Massachusetts State Legislative Board Chairman George Newman | ead the
effort to get the Boston resolution introduced. He also credits Mass. SLBC
Vi ce- Chai rman Dan Lauzon and the rest of the State Legislative Board
Executive Committee; Bob Haynes, President of the Mass. AFL-CIO Rich
Rodgers, Political Director of the Mass. AFL-CIG Tony Romano
Secretary-Treasurer of the Greater Boston Central Labor Council; Mass.
State Senator Steven Tol man; and, especially, Boston City Council or

At - Large Murphy, who introduced the resol ution

"We're happy that the city council recogni zed the inportance of keeping
the public safe fromthis technol ogy, especially around high-speed
passenger rail lines," said Chairman Newman. "The council recognized that
the empl oyees operating this technology are insufficiently trained and the



public needs to be protected fromthe dangers associated with the
operation of remote control."

The text of the resolution follows:

City of Boston
In City Counci

A Resol ution of Councilor At-Large, Stephen J. Mirphy
February 13, 2003

Whereas The City of Boston has a duty to provide for the public safety of
its Citizens; and

Whereas Railroads operate within the geographi c boundaries of Boston over
public and private highway rail crossings and on property accessible to
persons of all ages and abilities; and

Whereas A significant anount of rail cargo traveling through and novi ng
within the City of Boston consists of hazardous materials; and

Whereas Freight hauling railroads doing business within the City of Boston
operate in switching yards and on tracks adjacent to and connecting with
tracks carrying high-speed Anmtrak and MBTA Conmuter Rail passenger trains;
and

Whereas The United States government has issued a safety alert with
respect to vandalismand terrorist threats against railroads; and

Whereas The Federal Railroad Adnministration (FRA) has granted authority to
the Railroads to operate unmanned (renote controlled) |oconotives by
persons who have been certified by the railroads under 49 CFR Part 240 but
who have significantly |ess training, experience, testing and
qualifications than individuals who have traditionally nmanned these
operations; therefore be it

Resol ved That no railroad shall operate renote controlled | oconpotives
within the boundaries of the City of Boston until all of the follow ng
safety considerations are net:

-- Any railroad operating a renpte control |oconotive nmust notify the

O fice of the Mayor before inplenenting such operations;

-- Renote controlled | oconotives shall not be used to transport hazardous
mat erial s on or near tracks occupied by rail cars containing hazardous
mat eri al s.

-- Renote controlled | oconotives shall not be used in switching yards or
tracks adjacent to or connection with tracks used for the transport of
Amt rak hi gh-speed passenger trains or MBTA Commuter Rail passenger trains.
-- Renote controlled | oconpotives shall not be operated over a public or
private highway rail crossing without a person occupying the cab of the

| oconptive who has the required skills to stop the loconotive and its
attached equi prent.

-- Railroads nmust provide effective and reliable protection at the point



of novenent in any |ocation accessible to the general public for any
renote controll ed operation.

-- Loconotives within a consist of one or nore renote controlled

| oconptives shall be provided with devices to secure the operating cab and
its controls against terrorists, vandals, and other unauthorized persons.

And be it further

Resol ved That the City of Boston requests that the FRA devel op
conprehensi ve regul ati ons to govern the use of renote controlled

| ocompti ves which shall ensure the highest |evel of training, skill
experience, and qualification for all persons operating renmote controlled
| oconotives; and be it further

Resol ved That all renote controlled | oconptive operations within the City
of Boston cease and desist until such tinme as all City of Boston agencies
responsi bl e for Energency preparedness inplenments a plan to provide for
evacuati on and energency response before such renote controll ed operations
are inpl enent ed.



