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1.
State your full name, job title, and business address.


Gregory J. Pezoldt, Chelan County Public Works Director, 316 Washington 
Street, Suite 402, Wenatchee, Washington 98801.

2.
How long have you been Chelan County Public Works Director?


I have been Chelan County Public Works Director from July 2000 to the present.
3.
Explain your background and qualifications related to that position, and 
specifically to highway design and safety.

I graduated from Montana State University in 1980 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering (BSCE) and hold a professional civil engineering license since 1981.  From 1991 to 1997, I was the Ferry County Engineer.  Then from 1998 to 2000, I was the Assistant Chelan County Engineer, and then  I served as both Chelan County Engineer and Public Works Director from 2000 to 2007.  In 2007, Chelan County determined that it needed a full-time Public Works Director and a full-time County Engineer.  I now serve Chelan County Public Works Director.
4.
Briefly describe your duties as public works director.

I am responsible for the ongoing and the day-to-day operation of the entire Chelan County Public Works Department.  I supervise department employees, develop and approve the department budget, oversee department projects, and deal with public works-related citizen concerns or problems. 
5.
Are you familiar with the Chumstick Highway Project, and if so, how much of the project has been completed?


Yes.  I was Chelan County Engineer during the design and construction of the completed parts of the Chumstick Highway.


My testimony incorporates by reference the factual allegations and the exhibits contained in the County’s petition under WUTC No. TR-061442.  

Approximately 1.72 miles of the Chumstick Highway has been improved by Chelan County to the north of the BNSF trestle and 1.47 miles of the highway were improved from the trestle to the junction of the Chumstick Highway and US Highway 2 on the south.  The completed sections of the Chumstick Highway are improved to current road standards and are a modern county road.  

The 0.14-mile portion of the Chumstick Highway running north, under, and to the south of the BNSF trestle has not been completed, pending the outcome of this WUTC proceeding.  Once the WUTC makes its decision, Chelan County can develop a final design for this section of road and the underpass and complete the last piece of the Chumstick Highway project.`
6.
What is the classification of the Chumstick Highway?


The Chumstick Highway is classified as Rural Major Collector, “07”,  under the Federal Functional Classification system.  This is the highest classification for a rural county road within Chelan County.  The road serves as a main route between US Highway 2 and Leavenworth, Washington and the Plain/Lake Wenatchee area.  The Chumstick Highway is the alternate route for US Highway 2 around the Tumwater Canyon at least once or twice each year.
7.
Are you familiar with the roadway where the Chumstick Highway crosses under the BNSF railroad bridge, and if so, explain and describe the configuration of the highway, the undercrossing and the railroad bridge and any deficiencies in design and safety for this current underpass.

Yes.


Some background is helpful to understand how this underpass came to be in its present configuration.  The stretch of Chumstick Highway passing under the BNSF trestle is of early 1930’s vintage and the underpass design is as dated as the low-traffic-volume, post-horse-and-buggy, early automotive era during which the highway was built.  The existing highway and trestle configuration was devised in 1932 by Chelan County and Great Northern Railway, BNSF’s predecessor in interest.  The railroad and the county worked together to accommodate the railroad’s decision to reroute its line up the Chumstick drainage instead of through the Tumwater Canyon, and those two parties devised routes for the rail line and the highway that are tied together.  See Exhibits 1, 2, and 3.  The collaboration between the railroad and the county culminated in the execution of the Burkey deeds, filed on April 23, 1932, which established the current locations of the railroad and the highway in the Chumstick and evidence the intertwined relationship between the railroad right-of-way and the county highway.  See Exhibits 4 and 5.

Chelan County has updated the Chumstick Highway on north and south of the trestle vicinity to current standards.  

Now the only impediment to the complete modernization of this stretch of the Chumstick Highway is the section of road near and under the BNSF trestle.

The Chumstick Highway, a major county road, passes under the BNSF trestle.  At this location under the BNSF trestle, the county roadway and shoulder are only twenty-four feet wide between the two supporting columns of the railroad bridge.  Therefore, the Chumstick Highway beneath the BNSF trestle has a substandard curve and roadway width.  The modern design standards of the AASHTO “Green Book” and WSDOT Highway Design Manual call for a minimum of thirty-two feet for roadway and shoulder for a county road of the Chumstick Highway classification.

The abrupt change from a long, straight roadway to the sharp curve under the trestle is a hazard to public safety.  The county set the speed limit at 50 miles per hour for traffic approaching the underpass from both directions.  However, the cautionary warning sign advises 30 miles per hour on the curve under the trestle.  The Chumstick Highway is subject to accumulations of snow and ice.  Despite the lowered speed limit and diligent highway maintenance, this location has been the scene of a number of automobile accidents.  Accident reports filed with the county’s petition are incorporated by reference.  Additional accident reports for recent vehicle accidents at or near the underpass are attached as Exhibits 6 and 7.  Chelan County considers this a dangerous location on its highway that can be made much safer by constructing a modern grade-separated crossing with a wider opening below the trestle and an improved road design.  
8.
How does Chelan County propose to improve highway design 
and public safety at the Chumstick Highway/BNSF undercrossing?


Chelan County proposes widening the existing roadway and increasing the radius of the curve under the BNSF trestle to comply with current AASHTO and WSDOT design standards.

In order to accomplish this highway improvement, the railroad bridge opening must be widened to fit the improved roadway.  The Chumstick Highway is a two lane road.  


The trestle opening would need to accommodate two highway lanes without separation beneath the trestle.  This would include twenty-four feet of travelled way and two four-foot shoulders.


If the two lanes were to be separated beneath the trestle, the width of the opening would be increased to accommodate two twelve-foot-wide lanes, each having a four-foot outside shoulder and a two-foot inside shoulder.

9.
What highway and railroad bridge configurations does the county propose 
that the WUTC consider adopting?

The county has proposed several concepts which have been shared with BNSF and some of which have been attached to the county’s petition in this matter and are incorporated by this reference.

The county is not promoting one plan, but is seeking BNSF’s participation in developing a workable, mutually-agreed design.  Unlike BNSF, Chelan County does not have railroad bridge design experience.  Chelan County needs BNSF’s expert assistance and input in designing a highway and railroad underpass that allows for modern, safe highway design.
10.
What information has the county relied upon as an estimate of cost for the 

reconstruction of the BNSF underpass?

Chelan County and BNSF communicated through its engineers, and in 2002, BNSF gave the county an estimate of $1,750,000 for a shoo-fly and an altered and relocated railroad bridge over the Chumstick Highway.  
11.
What are the complicating factors in altering and relocating  the BNSF 
railroad bridge over 
the Chumstick Highway?

The length of the bridge span will require either large beams underlying the trestle or a supporting column(s) mid-span.  

Chumstick Creek is located under the railroad bridge.  The county is concerned about environmental and wetland issues which may require additional work and expense.


The track is the main rail line from Chicago to Seattle and has heavy rail traffic that will be interrupted or rerouted by construction.  A shoo-fly may need to be built to minimize disruption of rail service during construction, and construction of a shoo-fly would add to the expense of the project and environmental concerns.
12.
Has Chelan County explored other configurations and other options to 
resolve the engineering, design and safety concerns at the undercrossing, and 
if so, why has 
does Chelan County propose relocating and reconstructing the 
railroad bridge as its best plan?

No.  Chelan County just did not see any alternative to the trestle alteration and relocation plan.  The location and elevation of the railroad facility does not offer a reasonable alternative to this current highway and trestle location.  If the county acquired right-of-way at a different location, a new trestle would need to be constructed at a much higher cost.  The local terrain and the existing highway and railroad right-of-way limit the options and make the current location the best place for the highway to cross under the railroad tracks.
13.
How does Chelan County want the WUTC to apportion the costs of this 
project between Chelan County and BNSF?


Chelan County proposed that the county will be 100 percent responsible for roadway design and roadway construction.  The county further proposes that BNSF should be responsible for all but $1,000,000 of the trestle alteration and relocation costs, including design, construction, and the shoo-fly..

The railroad will be replacing an approximately 75- year-old structure and will have a new and modern trestle with a new term of useful life.  Chelan County has funds available to contribute $1,000,000 for alteration and relocation of the trestle and proposes that BNSF be responsible for the remainder of the trestle costs.  
14.
What kind and amount of funding does the county currently have available 
for the BNSF railroad bridge part of its Chumstick Highway project, what is 
the funding source, and when does this funding expire?


Chelan County has secured  a state Rural Arterial Trust Account grant of $1,440,000 for this project.  This is a state gasoline tax grant.  The grant will expire in April of 2011.
15.
Is any of the subject funding allocated or dedicated specifically for relocating 
the railroad bridge?  If not, explain 

Chelan County has allocated $440,000 for the design and construction of the roadway at the Chumstick Highway/BNSF underpass.  The remaining $1,000,000 has been allocated for relocating and reconstructing the BNSF trestle.  No set amount has been set forth in the grant specifically for the trestle.
16.
Will the county be seeking additional funding for the railroad bridge portion 
of the Chumstick Highway project, and if so, from what sources can the 
county appropriately apply for funding?

Chelan County is unaware of any source for additional funding for this project.  If the WUTC or BNSF have suggestions for additional and realistic sources of funding, the county would make application to those sources.
17.
If the WUTC requires the county to pay the entire cost of reconfiguring the 
trestle and roadway, will the county have or find the means to complete this 
part of its project?  Why or why not?

Chelan County does not have sufficient resources, including grant money, to resolve road design and public safety problems at the Chumstick Highway/BNSF underpass.  Without BNSF participation and contribution, it is unlikely that the road and safety issues at this BNSF trestle will be resolved.
I, Gregory J. Pezoldt, declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing prefiled testimony of Gregory J. Pezoldt is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

DATED this 3rd day of March 2008.





_______/s/_______________________
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