
PUGET SOUND PILOTS RESPONSES TO DATA REQUEST NO. 080-114 of  
PACIFIC MERCHANT SHIPPING ASSOCIATION 

TP-250574 

DATE PREPARED:  November 25, 2025 WITNESS:   R. Lane Sisung 

REQUESTER:  PMSA RESPONDER:  R. Lane Sisung 

 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 103: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please admit that the comparison of pilotage grounds does not include 
any evaluation of the compensation of pilot trainees.  If not admitted, please provide citation(s) 
and describe the breadth of the comparison’s evaluation of the compensation of pilot trainees. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 103: 

Admit that Exh. RLS-04 does not include any specific evaluation of the compensation of pilot 
trainees within each pilot association examined in Exh. RLS-04. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 106: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please provide duty schedule specifics for each pilotage ground you 
compared and how you compared them. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 106: 

UPC did not compare any duty schedule specifics for the pilot associations examined in Exh. 
RLS-04. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 107: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please list all of the compensation benefits you evaluated and whether 
all such elements were evaluated for every pilotage ground and include a list of all compensation 
benefits not evaluated. Please ensure your answer references, for example, all of the following 
compensation benefits: total paid time off duty, paid family and medical leave, comp day 
payments, payments for personal equipment, payments for ongoing professional training 
responsibilities of individual pilots, insurance payments, any and all tax payments made for 
individual pilots, individual pilot license fees, deferred compensation including share buyouts or 
any other payments received or expense paid for individual pilots. For any compensation benefits 
not evaluated, please explain their absence from your study. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 107: 

See pages 1-2, 37, and 57 of Exh. RLS-04. Further, see Appendix C to Exh. RLS-04.  

UPC evaluated compensation benefits as stated in the public filings available for each of the pilot 
associations examined in Exh. RLS-04. 

UPC did not impute a value of compensation related to pensions or other retirement benefits for 
each of the pilot associations examined in Exh. RLS-04. See Exh. RLS-04 at 2, 37, and 58. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 108: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please provide the analysis and comparison of duty schedules for each 
pilotage ground including comparing total paid time off duty. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 108: 

UPC did not specifically analyze and/or compare the duty schedules of each pilot association, 
nor did it include a comparison of total paid time off duty, for those pilot associations included in 
Exh. RLS-04.  

Further, see UPC’s response to PMSA’s Data Request No. 106. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 109: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please provide details of how you evaluated and compared the 
navigational complexity, challenges and risks in each pilot ground. If you did not do this, explain 
why not. If you consider this to be not relevant in comparing pilotage grounds, explain why not. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 109: 

UPC did not specifically evaluate and/or compare the navigational complexity, challenges, and 
risks associated with each pilot association examined in Exh. RLS-04.  

Further, see page 7 of Exh. RLS-04. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 110: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please admit that the comparison of pilotage grounds annual 
compensation did not include an analysis of the length and scope of the training program. If you 
disagree, explain why not. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 110: 

Admit. 

 

 

 

Exh. RLS-___X 
Docket TP-250574 

Page 6 of 10



PUGET SOUND PILOTS RESPONSES TO DATA REQUEST NO. 080-114 of  
PACIFIC MERCHANT SHIPPING ASSOCIATION 

TP-250574 

DATE PREPARED:  November 25, 2025 WITNESS:   R. Lane Sisung 

REQUESTER:  PMSA RESPONDER:  R. Lane Sisung 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 111: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please admit that the comparison of pilotage grounds annual 
compensation did not include a multiple year compensation trend analysis of at least three years 
for each of the pilot grounds in your study. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 111: 

Admit. Further, see page 11 of Exh. RLS-04. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 112: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please admit that revenues and compensation fluctuate up and down 
driven by the cyclical nature of shipping and fluctuation in number of pilots. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 112: 

PSP objects to Data Request No. 122 because the phrase “cyclical nature of shipping and 
fluctuation in number of pilots” is vague and ambiguous. Subject to and without waiving this 
objection:   

Admit, in part, that the revenues generated by a certain pilot association may fluctuate and are 
partially dependent (among other factors) upon the traffic patterns and types of vessels calling 
upon that pilot association’s service territory.  

Further admit, in part, that cash compensation (i.e., distributions) paid to an average pilot as part 
of a particular pilot association may fluctuate for many reasons. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 113: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please provide details of how you compared rate setting processes in 
each pilotage ground and the requirements for reporting pilot activity and financial reporting. 

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 113: 

UPC did not explicitly compare the rate setting processes and/or the requirements for reporting 
pilot activity and financial reporting across the pilot associations examined in Exh. RLS-04. 
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DATA REQUEST NO. 114: 

Regarding Exh. RLS-04, please (a) confirm your CPI adjustment was in Seattle dollars, (b) 
explain how that applies to the entire pilotage ground and (c) explain the difference in how CPI 
applies to median wages versus highly compensated individuals.   

 

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST NO. 114: 

See pages 8, 11, 16-23, and 43-45 of Exh. RLS-04. 
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