From: Mike Ennis [mailto:MikeE@AWB.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2018 4:01 PM
To: Hathaway, Amanda (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Digital App-based Micro Movers Task Force Information

HI Amanda. My comments follow: 

AWB supports new industries, including digital app based micromovers. Companies like digital app based micromovers should be allowed to innovate and provide needed services in a free market. AWB also recognizes the role of governments in implementing regulations that ensure an even playing field among competing industries, and more importantly to provide protections for consumers. In this case, digital app based micromovers are seeking a statewide regulatory scheme for their industry. 

This effort has raised the question of whether existing laws already cover digital app based micromovers or whether a new framework should be created. 
The industry believes that because they are a broker and not actually moving goods, they are not subject to current permitting requirements, nor are its workers who they consider independent contractors. It was stated that using a digital app based platform should trigger a different (and lesser) standard of regulations. While I understand the distinction that app based micromovers are merely brokers connecting potential customers with movers, that should not wash away important consumer protections provided in the current common carrier or household good permit requirements. 
Further, we share the concerns of insurance companies regarding the lack of liability coverage on workers performing commercial activities. And we oppose any changes to the existing independent contractor requirements while they are currently under review by a separate task force. This includes opposing any recommendations to amend the definition of a truck. 
I look forward to continued participation in the task force. 
Regards, 
Mike

Michael Ennis / Government Affairs Director 
AWB / PO Box 658, Olympia / WA 98507-0658
360.943.1600 / m 360.870.2917
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