
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A – King Street Station Overview Map 

  







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit B – Freighthouse Square Station Overview Map 
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS
User Community

Data Source: Primary Datasources are ArcGIS and Pierce County GIS.
Disclaimer: Information illustrated on this exhibit is approximate and is
for discussion purposes only. Not for construction.

Washington State Department of Transportation
Pacific Northwest High Speed Rail Program - Point Defiance Bypass

Freighthouse Square Right of Way Ownership Map
September 26, 2014
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Proposed Platform Extension
Owner: Sound Transit
User(s): Amtrak Coast Starlight

Existing Station Platform
Owner: Sound Transit
User(s): ST/Amtrak

Proposed 2nd Platform
Owner:Sound Transit
User(s): ST/Amtrak Cascades

Proposed Expanded KISS-N-RIDE Location
Owner: City of Tacoma
User(s): ST/Amtrak/FHS Custumers

Existing Sound Transit Station
Owner: FHS, ST Lease
User(s): ST

Central Amtrak Station Location
Owner: TBD
User(s): Amtrak

Proposed relocated bungalow

D Street pedestrian crossing

Existing bungalow to be relocated
Tacoma Trestle
Owner: Sound Transit
User(s): ST/ Amtrak /Tacoma Rail ¹

Canopy



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit C – 49 CFR Parts 37 & 38: Transportation for 

Individuals with Disabilities at Intercity, Commuter, and 

High Speed Passenger Railroad Station Platforms; 

Miscellaneous Amendments 

  



































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit D – 49 CFR vs. WAC 480-60, Amtrak Coast 

Starlight Illustration 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit E – WAC 480-60-050 Side Clearances 

  



WAC 480-60-050
No agency filings affecting this section since 2003 

Side clearances.

(1) General rule. Side clearances must be at least 8 feet 6 inches unless one of the provisions 
below applies. If exceptions in subsections (2) through (5) or (7) of this section apply, full side clearance 
of 8 feet 6 inches shall be provided on the opposite side of the track from the platform.

(2) Platforms - 8" or less above top of rail . . . .4'8"
(3) Platforms - 4'0" or less above top of rail . . . .7'3"
(4) Platforms - 4'6" or less above top of rail - When used principally for loading or unloading 

refrigerator cars . . . .8'0"
(5) Icing platforms and supports . . . .7'3"
(6) A retractable platform which is attached to a permanent structure must be designed so that 

when it is not in use no part of it shall fall within the clearance limits herein prescribed for a platform of 
that height above the top of the rail.

(7) Platforms - Combinations of any above.
Platforms defined under (2) above may be combined with either (4) or (3) if the lower platform has a 

level surface from a point not more than four feet eight inches from centerline of track to the face of the 
wall of the platform with which it is combined. No other combinations will be permitted.

(8) Bridges and tunnels . . . .8'0"
(9) Bridges and tunnels - Upper section (see WAC 480-60-040(3)).
Side clearance on bridges and in tunnels may be decreased to the extent defined by the half 

circumference of a circle having a radius of eight feet and tangent to a horizontal line twenty-two feet 
six inches above top of rail directly above centerline of track.

(10) Bridges - Lower section and structures 4' high or less. Bridges, hand rails, water barrels and 
refuge platforms on bridges and trestles, water columns, oil columns, block signals, cattle guards and 
cattle chutes, or portions of those items, four feet or less above top of rail may have clearances 
decreased to the extent defined by a line extending diagonally upward from a point level with the top of 
rail and five feet distant laterally from centerline of track to a point four feet above top of rail and eight 
feet distant laterally from centerline of track: Provided, That the minimum clearance for hand rails and 
water barrels must be seven feet six inches and the minimum clearance for fences of cattle guards 
must be six feet nine inches.

Unless previously approved, the clearances authorized in this subsection, except as provided for 
hand rails and water barrels, are not permitted on bridges where the work of trainmen or yardmen 
requires them to be upon the decks of such bridges for the purpose of coupling or uncoupling cars in 
the performance of switching service on a switching lead.

(11) Side clearance - Engine house and car repair shop
doors . . . .7'6"

(12) Side clearance - Interlocking mechanism, switch boxes, and other similar devices projecting 4" 
or less above the top of the rail . . . .3'0"

(13) Side clearance - Poles supporting trolley
contact . . . .8'3"

(14) Side clearance - Signals and switch stands 3' high or less when located between tracks where 
not reasonably possible to provide clearances otherwise prescribed in these rules . . . .6'0"

(15) Side clearance - Signals and switch stands other than above . . . .8'0"
(16) Side clearances on curved track. Side clearances adjacent to curved track shall be increased 

as necessary to give the equivalent of tangent track clearances. As a general rule, the side clearance 
on curved track should be increased 1-1/2" for each degree of curvature.

(17) Side clearances - Material or merchandise adjacent to tracks. 
No merchandise, material or other articles shall be placed or stored on ground or platforms adjacent 

to any track at a distance less than eight feet six inches from the centerline of track, except in cases of 
maintenance or emergency when such material is to be used within a reasonable period of time or 
where local conditions make compliance with this rule impossible.

(18) Clearances - Car puller units and appurtenances.
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Clearances for car puller units and appurtenances must be approved by the commission through 
the process set forth in WAC 480-62-020.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 81.04.160 and 80.01.040. WSR 00-04-011 (Order No. R-469, Docket No. 
TR-981101), § 480-60-050, filed 1/21/00, effective 2/21/00; Order R-5, § 480-60-050, filed 6/6/69, 
effective 10/9/69.]
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Exhibit F – Department of Defense, MIL-STD-1366E 

Standard Plate 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit G – BNSF Railway Passenger Platform 

Evaluation Graphic 
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Exhibit H – BNSF Railway Evaluation of Passenger 

Platform Using AAR Plates 
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Exhibit I – BNSF Railway & Tacoma Rail Concurrence 

Emails 
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Slimak, Thomas

From: Smith, Walter N <Walter.Smith1@bnsf.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 3:03 PM

To: Slimak, Thomas

Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; 

MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document 

Control; Mitchell, DJ; Jacobsen, Roger C; Gonzalez, Fernando

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver

Attachments: M and L Pages from PlatformStudy.pdf

Mr. Slimak:  We would still like to receive the typical cross-sections, however we have reviewed the letter and your 

request.  While BNSF would still prefer to see the standard Sound Transit platform at 8” ATR with ‘mini-hi’ ADA 

platforms, we do not object to the 15” ATR platforms at 5’-4 inches from center line of track.  We would however point 

out that BNSF has many locomotives that are covered by AAR Plate “L” (diagram attached) and that come very close to 

the edge of the proposed platform. Close inspections and tight tolerances will need to be kept to avoid these 

locomotives from striking the side of the platform.   

 

Thank you Walt Smith 

 

From: Smith, Walter N  

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 3:38 PM 

To: 'Slimak, Thomas' 

Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, 

Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document Control; Mitchell, DJ; Jacobsen, Roger C 

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Mr. Slimak:  We will start reviewing based on your letter and the traffic in the area.  Could you please provide a typical 

cross-section for the Point Defiance By Pass platform and the King Street station platform.  Also at King Street Station 

please provide a list of the station tracks where this will apply. 

 

Thank you; Walt Smith 

 

From: Slimak, Thomas [mailto:SlimakT@wsdot.wa.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 9:27 AM 

To: Smith, Walter N 

Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, 

Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document Control 

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Mr. Smith, 

 

Good morning and with Megan out on vacation, I wanted to send you the below requested Task 2 & 10 Side Clearance 

Concurrence memorandum for your review and concurrence. We would appreciate a BNSF response by COB tomorrow 

so we may get this request on the WUTC consent agenda for August. Thanks Walt for all your help on this and please 

don’t hesitate to contact Casey, Chris or myself with any questions. 

 

Thomas Slimak, P.E. 

WSDOT Rail Division 

O: (360)705-7339 
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C: (360)972-5366 

 

From: Reagan, Megan T [mailto:Megan.Reagan@BNSF.Com]  

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 7:32 AM 
To: Slimak, Thomas 

Cc: Naranjo, Antoinette 
Subject: FW: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

 Tom, 

 

Walt has requested that WSDOT write a letter to us explaining the situation that requests our concurrence, then we will 

respond. 

 

 

Megan Reagan 

Manager Engineering 

BNSF Railway Co. 

  
2454 Occidental Ave S #2D 
Seattle, WA 98134 
  
206-625-6413 
206-423-4371 cell 
  
Safety is what matters.  People matter. 

  

From: Slimak, Thomas [mailto:SlimakT@wsdot.wa.gov]  

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2015 8:31 AM 

To: Reagan, Megan T 

Cc: Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris 

Subject: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

  

Megan, 

  

Thanks for discussing this with me this morning and below is what we are looking for in terms of a concurrence 

memorandum. 

  

As you guys are already aware, we have been marching forward with the designs of the new platforms in the 

Freighthouse Square vicinity at the 15” A.T.R. We are also implementing these platforms with the face of platform at 5’-

4” from centerline of track. By following the aforementioned design criteria set forth by FRA and meeting level boarding 

requirements, we must submit a side clearance waiver to the WUTC. Per WAC 480-60-050, a platform that is 

construction between 8” and 4’-0” A.T.R. must be a minimum of 7’-3” from centerline of track. The attachment titled 

Passenger_ClearanceDiagram is an illustration of the conflict between level boarding requirements and our WAC. 

  

Yesterday morning we met with the WUTC on completing the necessary waiver so we can construction our platforms at 

the 5’-4” from centerline of track. The WUTC requested that we obtain concurrence memorandum’s from our 

stakeholders on our proposed design…15” A.T.R and 5’-4” from centerline of track. 

  

Therefore, would you guys be willing to draft a concurrence memorandum to the aforementioned design criterion and 

that your freight service would not be impacted by this design? If you guys concur with this approach, could we receive 

your memorandum by Tuesday, July 21? 

  

Thank you for all your help on this. Please don’t hesitate to call if you’ve got any questions or concerns. 
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Thomas Slimak, P.E. 

WSDOT Rail Division 

O: (360)705-7339 

C: (360)972-5366 
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Slimak, Thomas

From: Kellem, Kyle <kkellem@ci.tacoma.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 1:54 PM

To: Slimak, Thomas

Cc: Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Johnson, Mark; Matheson, Alan

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver

Tom, 

 

Tacoma Rail concurs with BNSF’s comments and concerns indicated below and does not object to the 15 inch ATR 

platforms at 5’-4 inches from center line of track. 

 

Please let me know if you need additional information or if this email will suffice. 

 

 

Kyle Kellem 

Roadmaster 

Tacoma Rail | Tacoma Public Utilities 

253-377-3554 

www.tacomarail.com 

 

 

From: Slimak, Thomas [mailto:SlimakT@wsdot.wa.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 7:40 AM 

To: Matheson, Alan <alan.matheson@ci.tacoma.wa.us>; Kellem, Kyle <kkellem@ci.tacoma.wa.us> 

Cc: Liles, Casey <LilesC@wsdot.wa.gov>; Reck, Devin <ReckD@wsdot.wa.gov> 

Subject: FW: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Alan and Kyle, 

 

Good morning guys and below is the response we heard back yesterday afternoon from BNSF regarding our side 

clearances at Tacoma and Seattle. Please let me know if you need any additional information in your evaluation of our 

side clearance proposal. Thanks guys and don’t hesitate to call if you need anything. 

 

Thomas Slimak, P.E. 

WSDOT Rail Division 

O: (360)705-7339 

C: (360)972-5366 

 

From: Smith, Walter N [mailto:Walter.Smith1@bnsf.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 3:03 PM 

To: Slimak, Thomas 
Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, 

Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document Control; Mitchell, DJ; Jacobsen, Roger C; Gonzalez, Fernando 
Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Mr. Slimak:  We would still like to receive the typical cross-sections, however we have reviewed the letter and your 

request.  While BNSF would still prefer to see the standard Sound Transit platform at 8” ATR with ‘mini-hi’ ADA 

platforms, we do not object to the 15” ATR platforms at 5’-4 inches from center line of track.  We would however point 

out that BNSF has many locomotives that are covered by AAR Plate “L” (diagram attached) and that come very close to 



2

the edge of the proposed platform. Close inspections and tight tolerances will need to be kept to avoid these 

locomotives from striking the side of the platform.   

 

Thank you Walt Smith 

 

From: Smith, Walter N  

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 3:38 PM 

To: 'Slimak, Thomas' 

Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, 

Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document Control; Mitchell, DJ; Jacobsen, Roger C 

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Mr. Slimak:  We will start reviewing based on your letter and the traffic in the area.  Could you please provide a typical 

cross-section for the Point Defiance By Pass platform and the King Street station platform.  Also at King Street Station 

please provide a list of the station tracks where this will apply. 

 

Thank you; Walt Smith 

 

From: Slimak, Thomas [mailto:SlimakT@wsdot.wa.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 9:27 AM 

To: Smith, Walter N 

Cc: Smelser, David; Coward, Mike (Consultant); Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris; MacDonald, Danniel; Reagan, 

Megan T; Naranjo, Antoinette; A-SRMD Document Control 

Subject: RE: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

Mr. Smith, 

 

Good morning and with Megan out on vacation, I wanted to send you the below requested Task 2 & 10 Side Clearance 

Concurrence memorandum for your review and concurrence. We would appreciate a BNSF response by COB tomorrow 

so we may get this request on the WUTC consent agenda for August. Thanks Walt for all your help on this and please 

don’t hesitate to contact Casey, Chris or myself with any questions. 

 

Thomas Slimak, P.E. 

WSDOT Rail Division 

O: (360)705-7339 

C: (360)972-5366 

 

From: Reagan, Megan T [mailto:Megan.Reagan@BNSF.Com]  

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 7:32 AM 

To: Slimak, Thomas 
Cc: Naranjo, Antoinette 

Subject: FW: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

 

 Tom, 

 

Walt has requested that WSDOT write a letter to us explaining the situation that requests our concurrence, then we will 

respond. 

 

 

Megan Reagan 

Manager Engineering 

BNSF Railway Co. 
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2454 Occidental Ave S #2D 
Seattle, WA 98134 
  
206-625-6413 
206-423-4371 cell 
  
Safety is what matters.  People matter. 

  

From: Slimak, Thomas [mailto:SlimakT@wsdot.wa.gov]  

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2015 8:31 AM 

To: Reagan, Megan T 

Cc: Liles, Casey; Reck, Devin; Dunster, Chris 

Subject: XL3982: Point Defiance Bypass - Side Clearance Waiver 

  

Megan, 

  

Thanks for discussing this with me this morning and below is what we are looking for in terms of a concurrence 

memorandum. 

  

As you guys are already aware, we have been marching forward with the designs of the new platforms in the 

Freighthouse Square vicinity at the 15” A.T.R. We are also implementing these platforms with the face of platform at 5’-

4” from centerline of track. By following the aforementioned design criteria set forth by FRA and meeting level boarding 

requirements, we must submit a side clearance waiver to the WUTC. Per WAC 480-60-050, a platform that is 

construction between 8” and 4’-0” A.T.R. must be a minimum of 7’-3” from centerline of track. The attachment titled 

Passenger_ClearanceDiagram is an illustration of the conflict between level boarding requirements and our WAC. 

  

Yesterday morning we met with the WUTC on completing the necessary waiver so we can construction our platforms at 

the 5’-4” from centerline of track. The WUTC requested that we obtain concurrence memorandum’s from our 

stakeholders on our proposed design…15” A.T.R and 5’-4” from centerline of track. 

  

Therefore, would you guys be willing to draft a concurrence memorandum to the aforementioned design criterion and 

that your freight service would not be impacted by this design? If you guys concur with this approach, could we receive 

your memorandum by Tuesday, July 21? 

  

Thank you for all your help on this. Please don’t hesitate to call if you’ve got any questions or concerns. 

  

  

Thomas Slimak, P.E. 

WSDOT Rail Division 

O: (360)705-7339 

C: (360)972-5366 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit J – Sound Transit & Amtrak Concurrence 

Memorandums 
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