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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Requested Waiver of Statutory Notice in Connection with the Tariff Revisions Filed by

Northwest Natural Gas Company

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	DOCKET UG-021213
ORDER GRANTING LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE


BACKGROUND

1 On September 20, 2002,  Northwest Natural Gas Company (NW Natural or Company) filed with the Commission revisions to its currently effective Tariff WN U-6, designated as follow:

Substitute Rate Summary, Pages 1 - 2;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 101.1,




Schedule 1,




“General Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 102.1,




Schedule 2,




“Residential Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 103.1,




Schedule 3,




“Commercial and Industrial Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 104.1,




Schedule 4,




“Large Firm Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 105.1,




Schedule 5,




“High Load Factor Large Firm Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 111.1,




Schedule 11,




“Seasonal Swing and Off-Peak Firm

Sales Service (Optional)”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 119.1,




Schedule 19,




“Gas Light Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 121.1,




Schedule 21,




“Firm Sales Service High Load Factor”;




Substitute Seventh Revision of Sheet 122.1,




Schedule 22,




“Dual Fuel Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 123.1,




Schedule 23,




“Interruptible Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 124.1,




Schedule 24,




“Residential Sales Service – All Gas”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 127.1,




Schedule 27,




“Residential Heating Dry-Out Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 154.1,




Schedule 54,




“Emergency Sales Service”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 155.2,




Schedule 55,




“Interruptible Incentive Sales and Transportation





Service (continued)”;




Substitute Eighth Revision of Sheet 155.3,




Schedule 55,




“Interruptible Incentive Sales and Transportation





Service (continued)”;




Substitute Sixth Revision of Sheet 190-T.1,




Schedule 90-T,




“Basic Firm Transportation Service”;




Substitute Sixth Revision of Sheet 191-T.1,




Schedule 91-T,




“Basic Interruptible Transportation Service”;




Substitute Fifth Revision of Sheet 201.1,




Schedule 201,




“Temporary (Technical) Rate Adjustment”;




Substitute Seventh Revision of Sheet 203.1,




Schedule 203,




“Purchased Gas Cost Adjustment”;




Substitute Sixth Revision of Sheet 203.2,




Schedule 203,




“Purchased Gas Cost Adjustment (continued);”




Substitute First Revision of Sheet 208.1,




Schedule 208,

“Temporary Rate Adjustment (FAS 106)”, and;




Substitute First Revision of Sheet 208.2,




Schedule 208,

“Temporary Rate Adjustment (FAS 106),  (continued).”

Substitute First Revision of Sheet 208.3,




Schedule 208,

“Temporary Rate Adjustment (FAS 106), (continued).”




Substitute Original Sheet 215.1,




Schedule 215,

“Adjustment to Rates Energy Conservation Programs”;
2 The purposes of this filing are to revise rates for the effects of changes in purchased gas costs, and to amortize balances in deferred gas cost accounts resulting from the difference between actual gas costs and the gas costs embedded in tariff rates. 

3 The Company originally filed a request to revise their purchased gas adjustment and deferral on August 30, 2002 in Docket UG-021114.  On September 20, 2002, NW Natural refiled tariff pages in this Docket incorporating two changes as requested by Staff.  One, is to include $163,507 upstream revenue enabled by storage investments. The second is to change its collection methodology for Demand Side Management (DSM) program costs to be consistent with the methodology on conservation cost used for Puget Sound Energy conservation cost.

4 WAC 480-90-194 requires thirty days’ notice prior to the effective date of the tariff.  The tariff sheet bears an inserted effective date of November 21, 2002.  This date recognizes statutory notice as required.  The Company requests, however, that statutory notice be waived as authorized in WAC 480-80-122, and that the revisions become effective October 1, 2002, to coincide with the effective date originally requested in Docket UG-021114. 

5 Since the proposed tariff revisions appear to be fair, just, and reasonable, and waiver of statutory notice is consistent with the public interest, it is appropriate that the Commission grant the waiver NW Natural requests with an effective date of 

October 1, 2002.

FINDINGS

6 (1) 
After careful examination of the proposed tariff revisions filed by NW Natural on September 20, 2002, and giving consideration to all relevant matters and for good cause shown, the Commission finds that the revised tariff revisions should become effective October 1, 2002.  

7 (2) 
This matter was brought before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting on September 25, 2002.  The Commissioners, having been fully advised in the matter, and having determined this order to be consistent with the public interest enter this order.

O R D E R

8 THE COMMISSION GRANTS the requested waiver of statutory notice in connection with the revised tariff revisions filed by NW Natural Gas Company on September 20, 2002, including certain substitute pages filed on September 23, 2002, and the tariff revisions shall become effective on October 1, 2002.

DATED at Olympia, Washington, and effective this 25th day of September, 2002.


WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION






MARILYN SHOWALTER, Chairwoman






PATRICK J. OSHIE, Commissioner

