- KING COUNTY
LABOR COUNCIL

King County Labor Council, AFL-CIO

2800 First Avenue, Suite 206  Seattle, Washington 98121 e Phone: (206) 441-8510 » Fax: (206) 441-7103 * E-mail: kclc@igc.org

August 11, 2004

Marilyn Showalter

Dick Hemsted

Patrick Oshie - i
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission s
1300 S Evergreen Park Dr SW =
Olympia, WA 98504-7250 S 2

Dear WUTC Commissioners,

The King County Labor Council, representing over 165 affiliated organizations with
more than 150,000 members in King County, adopted the enclosed resolution on July 21, 2004.-

As resolved, we urge you to move forward with Proposed Rulemaking (CR-102) under
Docket Number TR-040151 as part of Chapter 480-62 WAC for protection for Washington State
citizens.

We fully support the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen in support of

these rules.

Sincerely,

Steve Williamson
Executive Secretary

cc: Mike Rowswell, Rail Operations Manager
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS
ADOPTED JULY 21, 2004

WHEREAS a core responsibility of the King County Labor Council, AFL-CIO is to
advocate and support laws that protect working people in King County Washington; and

WHEREAS the King County Labor Council, AFL-CIO is the central body of a labor
organization representing more than 13 million working people; and

WHEREAS within King County there are two Class One railroads involved in the
transportation of hazardous material (HAZMAT) by rail; and

WHEREAS a significant amount of these hazardous chemicals are transported in King
County through our cities, neighborhoods, and in very close proximity to our homes,
schools, hospitals and public access areas; and

WHEREAS hazardous materials are subject to uncontrolled release if their containers are
ruptured during a derailment or collision; and

WHEREAS multiple crossings at grade are utilized within high population and/or public
crossings; and

WHEREAS railroads in King County are operating Remote Control Locomotive
Technology (unmanned locomotives) across crossings at grade, with as little as two
weeks of training; and

WHEREAS heretofore Class One railroads have manned their locomotives with
Locomotive Engineers, who are rigorously certified and fully qualified by standards
established by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA); and

WHEREAS the FRA has allowed railroads to establish a program of lessened training and
qualification requirements for remote control operators, without regard to the wishes of

the Citizens of King County; and

WHEREAS the FRA has issued only non-binding “guidelines” to govern the day-to-day
operational practices involving Remote Control locomotives; and

Nancy Young, President e Sergio Salinas, Vice President ¢ Steve Williamson, Executive Secretary

AFFILIATED WITH THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS ®
ocifiZpon



WHEREAS railroads have failed to adopt all of the provisions of these FRA “guidelines”
for operational practices; and

WHEREAS Point Protection is absolutely necessary to the safe operation of any railroad
operating practice; be it therefore

RESOLVED that the King County Labor Council, AFL-CIO supports the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, an affiliate of the International Brotherhood of
Teamster Railway Labor Conference, and hereby admonishes all railroads within the
limits of King County and it’s cities to use fully qualified and Federally Certified
Locomotive Engineers to operate all Locomotives; and be it further

RESOLVED that the King County Labor Council, AFL-CIO calls on the Washington
Utilities and Transportation Commission to move forward with Proposed Rulemaking
(CR-102) under Docket Number TR-040151 providing Point Protection for Washington
State citizens as part of Chapter 480-62 WAC; and be it finally

RESOLVED that in the interest of public safety, the President of the King County Labor
Council, AFL-CIO, will send a letter to Washington Utilities and Transportation
Commission in support of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, a
Division of the Railway Conference of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, in
support of these proposed rules.
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