BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Joint Application of

QWEST COMMUNICATIONS INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND CENTURYTEL, INC. 

For Approval of Indirect Transfer of Control of Qwest Corporation, Qwest Communications Company LLC, and Qwest LD Corp.
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	DOCKET UT-100820
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND ALL OTHER FEDERAL EXECUTIVE AGENCIES’

AFFIDAVIT OF STEPHEN S. MELNIKOFF IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO MODIFY PROTECTIVE ORDER 


1.  My name is Stephen S. Melnikoff.  I am a Federal civilian employee of the U.S. Army Legal Services Agency’s Regulatory Law and Intellectual Property Division and, as such, am in-house counsel for the U.S. Department of Defense and All Other Federal Executive Agencies (“DoD/FEA”) in the above-captioned proceeding.  I make this Affidavit in support of DoD/FEA’s Motion to Modify Protective Order.

2.  I have represented DoD/FEA in all telecommunications regulatory matters before the 

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (“WUTC”) since 2002.  At least since that time DoD/FEA has been represented in such matters exclusively by in-house counsel assisted by in-house litigation staff, all responsible only for its regulatory litigation matters.  At no time during this period have I ever been denied access to “Highly Confidential” documents or information, once requested under any protective order, nor has there ever been an objection to my access to such material, until the present attempt by the Joint Applicants’ Motion to Limit Access to Highly Confidential Information, filed August 26, 2010 herein.  
3.  In at least two proceeding
 over the past three years, protective orders virtually identical to the text and Exhibit C (Highly Confidential Information Agreement) of the Protective Order herein have been utilized.  In neither proceeding was there any challenge to my accessing “Highly Confidential” documents or information ever made by the parties involved (Verizon, Frontier or, importantly, Qwest).  
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Commonwealth of Virginia   )

County of Arlington               )

I, Stephen S. Melnikoff, being first duly sworn, depose and state that I am an attorney for the U.S. Department of Defense and All Other Federal Executive Agencies (“DoD/FEA”), that I have read the foregoing AFFIDAVIT OF STEPHEN S. MELNIKOFF IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO MODIFY PROTECTIVE ORDER and know the contents thereof and that the statements therein contained are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.








__________________________








Stephen S. Melnikoff

   Subscribed and sworn to before me

this            day of                    2010.

_________________________, Notary Public
My commission expires:          

� Docket No. UT-090842 (The Verizon Communications Inc. and Frontier Communications Corporation transaction  transferring control of  Verizon Northwest Inc.); and Docket No. UT- 061625 (Qwest’s Alternative Form of Regulation).
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