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ERRATA. 
Since these laws were compiled, a search in the office of the secre­

tary of state discloses that the following laws, published in the offirial 
session laws of 1915, as being in full force and effect, have been sub­
jected to the ''Refcreudum." (See Constitutional Amendment 7, vol. I, 
p. 66.) So far as known, the validity of these referendums has not 
been passed on. F or the state of the law prior to the enactment oJ' 
these laws, so far as they arc amen<latory, see the historical reference,; 
at the foot of each section. 

Laws to be subjected to the Referendum at the General .tilect1on 
of 1916. 

Laws of 1915. Herei n . 

Chapter 46 Sections 8165-15 to 8165-23, Port Districts. 
Chapter 49 Sections 9208-1 to 9208-24, Budget System. 
Chapter 52 Sections 4804, 4807, 4S09, 4810, 4Sll, 482G, 4S-13, 48.Jc3-l, 

Party Nom inations. 
Chapter 54 Sections 4971-1, 4971-5, 4971-li , 4971-7, 49,1-9, 4971-10, 

4971-15, 4971-l(i, 49,1-17, 4971-31, 4971-32, 
Initiative. 

Chapter 55 Sections 4940-4, 4940-6, 49-10-7, 4940-S, 4940-9, 49-10-10, 
4940-15, 4940-16, The Recall. 

Chapter 178 Section 8626-74A, Certificates of Public .:S-ecessity. 
Chapter 181 Section 2667-1, Picketing. 
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3319 RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

TITLE LXX. 
RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

Liens for freight and storage charges: See supra,§§ 1191-1196. 
Liens against for labor: See supra,§§ 1149-1153. 
Hours for labor of operators: See supra,§ 6572. 
Scales for lumber: See supra,§ 7083. 
Assessment for taxation: See infra,§ 9141. 
Street and electric railways: See infra, § 9071. 

8626-1. 
8626-2. 
8626-3. 
8626-4. 
8626-5. 
8626-6. 

8626-7. 
8626-8. 
8626-9. 
8626-10. 
8626-11. 
8626-12. 
8626-13. 
8626-14. 
8626-15. 
8626-16. 

8626-17. 
8626-18. 
8626-19. 
8626-20. 
8626-21. 
8626-22. 
8626-23. 
8626-24. 
8626-25. 
8626-26. 
8626-27. 
8626-28. 
8626-29. 
8626-30. 
8626-31. 
8626-32. 
8626-33. 
8626-34. 
8626-35. 
8626-36. 
8626-37. 
8626-38. 

8626-39. 

8626-40. 
8626-41. 

CHAPTER !.-PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. 
Short title. 
Public service commission-Appointment-Term-Removal. 
Qualifications, oath, bond and compensation. 
Secretary. 
Duties of attorney general. 
Organization, meetings, official seal, employees, expenses and 

reports. 
Quorum-Powers of a commissioner. 
Definihons. 
Charges-Duties of common carriers. 
Duty of carriers and persons to expedite traffic. 
Distribution of cars. 
Railroads shall keep a distributing book. 
Switch and sidetrack connections. 
Tariff schedules-Publication. 
Changes in schedule-Notice required. 
Concurrence in joint tariffs-Contracts, agreements or arrange-

ments between carriers. 
Common carriers to file interstate tariffs. 
Published rates to be charged-Free or reduced transportation. 
Railroads shall have scales. 
Unjust discrimination. 
Unreasonable preference. 
Long and short haul. 
False billing, etc., by carrier or shipper. 
Discrimination prohibited-Connecting lines. 
Fares and transfers on street railroads. 
Duties of gas, electrical and water companies. 
Gas, electrical and water companies shall file schedules. 
Change in schedule-Notice required. 
Published rates to be charged-Exceptions. 
Unreasonable preference. 
Unjust discrimination. 
Sliding scale of charges. 
Distribution without discrimination. 
Existing contracts-Effect. 
Charges and service of telephone and telegraph companies. 
Tariff schedule-Publication. 
Changes in schedules. 
Concurrence in joint tariffs, contracts, agreements ~r arrange­

ments between telephone and telegraph companies. 
Telephone and telegraph companies shall furnish copies of 

contracts. 
Schedule rate to be charged-Exceptions. 
Unjust discrimination. 
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8626-42. 
8626-43. 
8626-44. 
8626--45. 
8626--46. 
8626-47. 
8626-48. 
8636-49. 
8626-50. 
8626-51. 
8626-52. 
8626-53, 
8626-54. 

8626-55. 

8626-56. 

8626-57. 
8626-58. 
8626-59. 
8626-60. 
8626-61. 
8626-62. 
8626-63. 
8626-64. 
8626-65. 
8626-66. 
8626-67. 
8626-68. 
8626-69. 
8626-70. 

8626-71. 

8626-72. 

8626-73. 

8626-74. 
862·6-74a. 
8626-75. 
8626-76. 
8626-77. 
8626-78. 
8626-79. 
8626-80. 
8626-81. 
8626-82. 
8626-83. 
8626-84. 
8626-85. 
8626-86. 
8626-87. 
8626-88. 
8626-89. 
8626-90. 
8ll26-91. 
8626-92. 

RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

Unreasonable preference. 
Existing contracts-Effect. 
Unjust discrimination. 
Transmission of messages of other lines. 
Charges, duties of wharfingers. 
Tariff schedule-Publication. 
Change in schedule, notice required. 
Published rates to be charged-Exception,, 
Unreasonable preference. 
Unjust discrimination. 
Service without discrimi'nation. 

3320 

Charges and services to be fixed by commission, 
Charges and service of gas companies, electrical and water 

companies to be fixed by commission. 
Commission to fix charges and service of telephone and tele­

graph companies. 
Charges and service of wharfingers and warehouseman to be 

fixed by commission. 
Joint rates and through routes on railroads. 
Interstate fares-Rates, charges, etc. 
Powers of commission to provide rules for expediting traffic. 
Weighing of freight-Scale tests. 
Track connections. 
Sidetrack connections. 
Investigation of wrecks. 
Power of commission to order repairs or changes. 
Commission to investigate equipment, track, etc. 
Safety appliances-Fixing of standards. 
Duties of inspector of safety appliances, 
Safeguarding frogs and switches. 
Trains shall stop at railroad crossings. 
Gas plants, electrical plants and water systems-Repairs, im­

provements and changes. 
Telephone and telegraph companies-Repairs, improvements 

and changes. 
Docks, wharves an·d warehouses-Repairs, improvements and 

changes. 
Physical connections and joint rates between telephone and 

telegraph companies. 
Inspectors of gas, electric and water meters. 
Certificates of public necessity for new public utilities. 
Power to administer oaths. 
Depositions-Service of process-Witness' fees. 
Inspection of books, papers and documents. 
Reports. 
Production of books and recor-ds. 
Complaints. 
Hearings, orders and record. 
Increase in rates-Suspension-Burden of proof. 
Order requiring joint action. . 
Remunerative charges cannot be changed. 
Rules and regulations. 
Review. 
Supersedeas. 
Appeal to the supreme court. 
Rehearings. 
Commission may change orders. 
Overcharge. 
Valuation of property-Procedure. 
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3321 RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

8626-93. Summary proceedings. 
8626-94. Penalties for violation of act or orders. 
S626-95. Officers and employees subject to penalty. 
8626-96. Corporations violating act or orders-Penalty. 
8626-97. Persons violating act-Penalty. 
8626-98. Suit for penalties. 
8626-99. Orders and rules conclusive. 
8626-100. Findings prima facie correct. 
8626-101. Commission shall enforce laws. 
8626-102. Companies liable for damages. 
8626-103. Commission to furnish copy of rates, etc.-Fees. 
8626-104. Effect of act-Release of damages. 
8626-105. Effect of act upon municipal utilities. 
862·6-107. Public service commission to act as railroad commission. 
8626-108. Constitutionality. 
8626-110. Transfer of records. 
8626-111. Pending actions and proceedings. 
8626-112. Construction of act-Terms of commissioners. 

CHAPTER IL-RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE LINES. 
8662. 
8663. 
8664. 
8665 . ... 
8666. 
8667. 
8668. 
8669. 
8670. 
8671. 

Route of extension, or branch road-How to be designated. 
May own and guarantee bonds or stocks of irrigating companies. 
May build, own and operate ditches and canals. 
May buy stock, aid, or build other road-Consolidation of roads-

Articles. 
Former actions legalized. 
Spur tracks-Limit as to eminent domain. 
Extension of railroad into state-Preliminaries required. 
Control of railroads is in state. 
May build bridges over navigable streams. 
Bridges and trestles across state waterways. 

CHAPTER III.-EQUIPMENT REGULATIONS. 
8672. Equipment of flat cars-Stakes-Weight deducted. 
8673. Penalties for violation. 
8674. Punitive damages for excessive rates. 
8675. Shipper may furnish, when. 
8676. Scales at junctions. 
8677. Charges-How based. 
8678. Statement of weight-Shipper's count. 
8679. ~ars weighed separately. 
&680. Penalty for violation. 
8681. May contract regarding weights, when. 
8682. Guards for frogs, switches, etc.-Qualifications of ::flagmen. 
8683. Damages resulting from noncompliance. 
8684. Penalty. 
R685. Caboose cars-Size and equipment. 
8686. Penalty. 
8,687. In effect, when. 
8,687-1. Full train crews. 
8687-2. Six men crew-Exception!. 
8,687-3. Separate offenses. 
8687-4. Penalty-Fine. 
8687-5. Duty of commission. 

CHAPTER IV.-TRANSPORT ATION REGULATIONS. 
S688. Duties of transportation companies. 
8689. Liability of transportation companies. 
8690. Suits for damages, who may commence and where. 
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RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

8717. Cruelty to stock in transit. 
8718. Bicycles are baggage. 

8719. 
8720. 
8721. 
8722. 
8723. 
8724. 
8725. 
8726. 

8727. 
8728. 

CHAPTER V.-SALE OF TICKETS. 
Ticket agents to have certificate of authority, 
Agent's fixed place of business-Certificate. 
Sale of tickets unlawful, when. 
Sales without authority, prohibited. 
Prima facie evidence-What constitutes, 
Penalty. 
Redemption of unused tickets. 
Penalty for failure to redeem. 

CHAPTER VI.-UNIFORMS' OF EMPLOYEES. 
Requiring to purchase from particular persons. 
Penalty. 

CHAPTER VIL-FENCES AND CROSSINGS. 
Failure to fence-Evidence of negligence-Crossings. 
Track to be fenced-Crossings-Cattle,guards. 
Liability for injury to stock. 
Negligence-Prima facie evidence. 
Grade crossings prohibited. 
Grade crossings-Definitions. 
Grade crossings prohibited. 

3322 

8729. 
8730. 
8731. 
8732. 
8733. 
8733-1. 
8733-2. 
8733-3. 
8733-4. 

Petitions for new crossings-Hearing-Notice-Damage. 
Petitions for change in existing crossings-Notice-Findings-

Order. 
8733-5. Duty to maintain crossings. 
8733-6. Apportionment of cost of crossings. 
8733-7. Payment of costs and apportionment of construction work, 
8733-8. Plans and specifications-Proposals. 
8733-9. Temporary crossings. 
8733-10. Commission may fix time. 
8733-11. Practice and procedure before commission, 
8733-12. Notices-Form and manner of service. 
8733-13. Review and appeal. 
8733-14. Employment of engineers and other employees. 
8733-15. Eminent domain. 
8733-16. Illegal crossings enjoined or abated as nuisance, 
8733-17. Mandamus. 
8733-18. Penalty for violation by railroad. 
8733-19. Obstructions in highways. 
8733-20. No new right of action conferred, 
8733-21. Act when not operative. 
8733-22. Constitutionality. 
8734. Petition for grade crossing-Hearing-Safety devices. 
8735. Not applicable to charter cities. 
8736. Right to cross other roads, etc. 
8737. Construction over rivers, etc.-Conditions. 
8738. Change of grade or location of road or canal. 

CHAPTER VIII.-APPROPRIATION OF LANDS AND HIGHWAYS 
FOR CORPORA TE PURPOSES. 

8739. Right to enter lands for survey, etc. 
8740. Extent of right of appropriation, 
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3323 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. §§ 8626-1-8626-3 

CHAPTER IX.-CONDITIONAL SALES OF ROLLING STOCK AND 
RAILWAY EQUIPMENTS. 

8741. Contract of sale or lease. 
8'742. Recording of contract. 

CHAPTER X.-SPECIAL POLICE FOR RAILROADS. 
8742-1. Appointment by governor. 
8742-2. Application for special police. 
8742-3. O<ith of policemen. 
8742-4. Duties r e-stricted to railroad property. 
8742-5. Badge. 
8742-6. Liability for unlawful acts. 

CHAPTER I. 
Public Service Commission. 

§ 8626-1. Short Title.-This act shall be known ~s the "Public 
Service Commission Law," and shall apply to the public services 
herein described and the commission hereby created. [L. '11, p. 538, 
§ 1.) 

Cited in 76 Wash. 639; 78 Wash. 205; 80 Wash. 169, 328, 654; 83 Wash. 
135. 

§ 8626-2. Public Service Commission-Appointment-Term-Re­
moval.-There shall be and there is hereby created, a public service 
commission consisting of three persons, one of whom shall be elected 
as chairman, to be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate. The terms of the commissioners first ap­
pointed under the provisions of this act shall be, one for the term of 
six years, one for the term of four years, and one for the term of 
two years; and thereafter the term of each commissioner shall be 
i;ix years from and after the expiration of the term of his prede­
cessor. Each commissioner shall hold office until his successor shall 
have been appointed and qualified. 

The governor may remove any commissioner for inefficiency, neg­
lect of duty or misconduct in office, giving to him a copy of the 
charges against him, and an opportunity of being publicly heard in 
JJerson or by counsel in his own defense, upon not less than ten days' 
notice. If such commissioner shall be removed the governor shall 
file in the office of the secretary of state a complete statement of all 
charges made against such commissioner, and his findings thereon, 
together with a complete record of the proceedings, and there shall 
be no right to review of the same in any court whatsoever. 

The govemor shall fill all vacancies in the office of commissioner by 
appointment, and the person so appointed shall fill out the unexpired 
term of his predecessor. [L. '11, p. 538, § 2.] 

Duties as to hay and grain inspection: See supra, §§,(>980-1-5980-32. 

§ 8626-3. Qualifications, Oath, Bond, and Compensation.-N o com­
missioner shall hold any other office under the government of the 
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RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. §§ 8626-88-8626-91 

transcript of the proceedings in the superior court, shall constitute the record 
on appeal to the supreme eourt. 

No appeal shall be effective, when taken by a public service company 
or a complainant, unless a cost bond on appeal in the sum of two hundred 
dollars ($200) shall be filed within five days after the service of the notice 
of appeal. 

'l'he superior court may, in its discretion, suspend its judgment pending 
the hearing in the supreme court, upon the filing of a bond, with good and 
sufficient surety, conditioned as provided for bonds upon actions for review, 
or upon such other or further terms and conditions as it may deem proper. 
The general laws relating to· appeals to the supreme court shall, so far as 
applicable and not in conflict with the provisions of this act, apply to ap­
peals taken under the provisions of this act. [L. '11, p. 598, § 88.J 

§ 8626-89. Rehearings. 
Any public service company affected by any order of the commission, 

and deeming itself ag'grieved, may, after the expiration of two years from 
the date of such order taking effect, petition the commission for a rehearing 
upon the matters involved in such order, setting forth in such petition the 
grounds and reasons for such rehearing, which grounds and reasont may 
comprise and consist of changed conditions since the issuance of such order, 
or by showing a result injuriously affecting the petitioner which was not 
considered or anticipated at the former hearing, or that the effect of such 
order has been such as was not contemplated: by the commission or the peti­
tioner, or for any good and sufficient cause which for any reason was not 
considered and determined in such former hearing. Upon the filing of such 
petition, such proceedings shall be had thereon as are provided for hearings 
upon complaint, and such orders may be reviewed as are other orders of 
the commission: Provided, That no order superseding the order of the com­
mission denying such rehearing shall be granted by the court pending the 
review. In case any order of the commission shall not be reviewed, but 
.shall be complied with by the public service company, such petition for 
rehearing may be filed within six months from and after the date of the 
taking effeet of such order, and the proceedings thereon shall be as in this 
section provided. The commission, may, in its discretion, permit the filing 
of a petition for rehearing at any time. No order of the commission upon 
a rehearing shall affect any right of action or penalty accruing under the 
original. order unless so ordered by the commission. [L. '11, p. 599, § 89.] 

§ 8626-90. Commission may Change Orders. 
The commission may at any time, upon notice to the public service com­

pany affected, and after opportunity to be heard .as provided in the case of 
complaints rescind, alter or amend any order or rule made, issued or pro­
mulgated by it, and any order or rule rescinding, altering or amending any 
prior order or rule shall, when served upon the public service company af­
fected, have the same effect as herein provided, for original orders and· rules. 
[L. '11, p. 600, § 90.] 

§ 8626-91. Overcharge. 
When complaint bas been made to the commission concerning the reason­

ableness of any rate, fare, toll, rental or charge for any service performed 
937 
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§§ 8626-91, 8626-92 GENERAL STATUTES. 

by any public service company, and the same has been investigated by the 
commission, and the commission shall determine that the public ser­
vice company has charged an excessive or exorbitant amount for such 
service, the commission may order that the public service company pay 
to the complainant the amount of the overcharge so 'found, with intere\lt 
from the date of collection. 

If the public service company does -not comply with the order for i.he 
payment of the overcharge within the time limited in such order, suit may 
be instituted in any court of competent jurisdiction to recover the same, 
and in such suit the findings and order of the commission shall be prima facie 
evidence of the facts therein stated. If the complainant shall prevail in such 
action, he shall be allowed a reasonable attorney's fee, to be fixed and col­
lected as part of the costs of the suit. All complaints concerning overcharges 
shall be filed with the commission within two years from the time the earn,~ 
of action accrues, and the petition for the enforcement of the order shall 
be filed in the court within one year from the date of the 01·der of the com­
mission. [L. '11, p. 600, § 91.] 

§ 8626-92. Valuation of Property-Procedure. 
The commission shall ascertain, as early as practicable, the cost of con­

struction and equipment, the amount expended in permanent improvements, 
and proportionate amount of such permanent improvements charged• in con­
struction and to operating expenses respectively, the present as compared 
with the original cost of construction, and the cost of reproducing in its 
present condition the property of every public service company. · 

It shall also ascertain the amount and present market value of the cap­
ital stock and funded indebtedness of every public service company. 

It shall also ascertain, in the case of companies engaged in interstate 
business, the relative value of the use to which such property in this state 
is actually put in the conduct of interstate business and state business re­
spectively. 

It shall also ascertain the total market value of the property of each 
public service company operating in this state used for the public convenience 
within the state. 

It shall also ascertain the time intervening between the expenditure of 
money in the cost of construction and time when returns in the shape of 
dividends were first received by each of these companies. 

It shall also ascertain the probable earning capacity of each public ser­
vice company under the rates now charged by such companies and the sum 
required to meet fixed charges and operating expenses, and in case of a com­
pany doing interstate business it shall also ascertain the probable earning 
capacity of such company upon intrastate business, and the sum required 
to meet fixed charges and operating expenses on intrastate business, and the 
relative proportion of intrastate and interstate business, the relative pro­
portion of the operating expenses connected therewith, the relative proportion 
of the revenue which should be derived therefrom. 

It shall also ascertain the density of traffic and of population tributary 
to every public service company, and the conditions which will tend to show 
whether such traffic and population is likely to continue, increase, or di­
minish. 

938 




