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This Week| WASHINGTON UTILITY ORDERED

TO LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD

By irene Clepper

OLYMPIA, Wash, « Washington
hvae contractors have gained seme
yordage in their struggle for o lovel
playing field for wlility competition

What's mere, residential customers
have been saved an average rate hike
of $7.60 a month in fact, they will

result of a Public Utilities
and Transpertation Comminsion
(PUTC) order

The order, dated Sept. 27, requires
the e} of croms subsidization
by Washington Natural Gas Co,, esti
mated st 360 milbion annually for

What to keap on hand 3
when EPA comens knocking

Texns contraoter takes 4
EPA inspection in stesde ..

ARI will sdminister EPA's ' °
technicion oxam this December

Statun of VGLArained ' o
techs in yot 1o be detarmined

Industry at lorge

Heateraft, Mexiean manu- ‘ '
facturor form joknt vonture . .

TS hosts expo, saminars ' I
for first tima in Noeth Caroline

Regular features

Advertisers 22 Letve
Clasnifieds, . 2229 Pate
Dop# v 14 What's New L]
Editorial w

Reader Action Card

The Reader Action Card s stitehed
Batween pages 4 and 5, and 20 and 21

Circle the e numbers for
lurﬂmuz information and
mall the card

P ot advertising, and ineantive
plans to boodt the noa rogulated side
of Ita activities.

The utility serves about 426,000 resi
dentind 4 4, 1ral, poy
in the five.county Puget Sound ares
The utility not only doat its requent for
o 5414 milbon rate incroase, but alse
wulfered & rollback of rates by $16.9
million a year

An of Oct. 1, the utllity set up o
woparate company for appliance sales,
whose expenses must bo alloented and
free from ratopay baldisati

howkup, Mo or she will be given o ot of
anthorited heating app iance dealers
What will ime hade Washington Knergy
Hervices Co bt alew other dealers in
he aree*

In s srder, e PUTC suprossed
concern aboat the new subannd ary

“The separate subsidiary, » do
seribad by the company, weuld o
comgartonly the mare jrofitabie mer
ehandisng sales) function The com
pany aoald leace obbing (diagrests
and ropait) in \he regulated wtibty

“Rome of 1he pbbing covta are safety.
related and an impartant fact of the
regulated speration The

and allocate them precmely * he sand
“The ncrementsl systom had wmply
been wntinwed *

Utility defense for de sales setvien
Proctices a0 “\he andy sowrce in small
torwmas and outlying sreas’ @ o famvdar
one in many parts of the country Lot
said But there s at least sne Wash
Inglen contrecling company well wver
100 years old ard sther companses
dating hack 1o the 19408
What brought the seee o & hond
waethe gas company ¢ app i atom for
o B0 millen rate mcreane

“We hept chaciing to be sure that the

company (asked o ine hade

any of these conts in e wanln

bl iary and sould ap
parenily seek o recover
all jobineg expenses freem
the ralapayer *

n Natural Gas
units to trade

Nlow simmer
The crome suba 4y s tun
weue Nad been simmer
ing for alemast & decade
accord ing to Merton Lot
Ang v isor to the

Now subsidiary

Utility spokespersen Bob Adama nasd
the croation of Washington Energy
Services, the new subsidiary of parent
Washington Energy Co,, beings to
gother all the sales activities, includ.
ing home healing, energy conserva-
tion, home security, and vinyl siding
for homes, which had come to be "a
falrly sizable operation.”

Dorothy Bracken, another utility
spokesperson, sald, ‘People have al-
ways been able to buy gns appliances
from any dealer, but erdering from
Washingten Natural Gas allowed the

oM e on

“The wtibty had deen
Wold, cight or nine yoars
age. to (hange (ts oy stem
of acee unting from \nere-
mental allocations’ te
Tully sliecated, but had
ot dene 0" Lott said
“This year, there was

o

OLYMPIA, Wash. « Last wook, as part of e
departure from the merchandising buskiees
Washington National Gas Co. held & onedey
“Everything Must Ge* sale of mare than 700 hvae
and = ater hoater units from its inventory of hra
oquipment

Prices ranged from 30% 1o 5% off wholewaler
cont_along with an additional 5% cash duwcrent

Selling out of ite “Master Mover Warshouse *
Uhe wtility offered more than 150 furnaces (Payne
Tempatar. and Coleman). ressdential and lght
commercial central mir conditiners water hest
e (A O Smith Ruud State), and gas barbecues
(Charmglow )

Alse offered were 50 bollers (A O Smith
Burnbam ) 50 wall furnaces (Perfection Schwank
Wilhama), plus fireplace inserts, ranges wost

:“ Cenaumer Croupe Lo
eliminste cross subssd
ration

heaters lating heators and burn
-rs

“The wtility’s position was hat, 0 dates for public hearings would not
Uhe ourly days, it was the snly source  sscnpe v, said Baren Derr, snece
of hvae apph and [} .

10 pay for the appli

timee en & gas bill Now customers wili
Nave s go through & separate credit
sppiication precess to pay for their
apphances over Lime

WUl pow have & systam whare,
when somesne calls for & natursl gas

MAILING LABEL

e, W w

Y Vo separste coats  Sheet Metal and Abe Conditning Con

tractory’ Nathonal Asseciation. “We
were aot alone Cilsen groupe teats
fed *

M ste point the stibty lwwered s
request 10 $14 8 mullon net past be
couse of the retepayer issue, bt
oAhet erpenset viewed 30 disa bowadie

for instance a progoes] o charge
all eatepayers to Build M refuciing
Satsong Lo dirpense compressed nat 5
ral s 0 mater fel

And sl Neugh a penssn srgense was
included in e 1991 tent your, the
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