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Wildfire Mitigation Plan Foundation

Situationally aware of environmental risks
• Monitor fire weather conditions 
• Meteorologist department
• Risk modeling / Weather Forecasting
• Increase collaboration and coordination with public safety partners

Resilient system to limit potential for ignition

Rapidly response to fault events

• Enhanced inspection programs and accelerate certain 
condition corrections

• Enhance vegetation management practices
• Deploy covered conductor

• Deploy more sensitive protective coordination equipment
• Replace fuse locations with non-expulsion equipment
• Implement operational strategies during fire risk periods

Service Territory

Fire High Consequence Area

California Tier 3 (extreme)

California Tier 2 (elevated)
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2021 FIRE SEASON ACTIVITY

Fire Name Acreage Date of Origin Service Area County Distance from  Fire
Infrastructure 

Damage 

Hair Road Fire 7,255 June 21, 2021 Walla Walla Walla Walla 11.8mi No 

Green Ridge Fire 43,694 July 7, 2021 Walla Walla Columbia Garfield 9.9mi No 

Lick Creek 80,421 July 7, 2021 Walla Walla Garfield  Asotin 12.0mi No 

Burbank Fire 13,000 July 10, 2021 Yakima Yakima 0mi No 

Schneider Springs Fire 107,322 August 4, 2021 Yakima Yakima 0mi Yes

System Interruptions
De-energization occurred at the request of the incident management 
team for fire fighter safety during backburn operations

Future Opportunities
Communication on back burning –sustained most of damage by the back 
burns that damaged trees all along the line 
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# Construction Activity
Planned 

Completion
1 Install Weather Station to provide greater detail 

of weather conditions
2019

Completed

# Construction Activity
Planned 

Completion
2 Substation Relay Replacement at Substation 

with distribution fault anticipation technology.
2021

# Construction Activity
Planned 

Completion
3 Replace recloser 2021

4 Replace recloser 2021

5 Replace recloser 2021

6 Replace recloser 2021

7 Replace recloser 2021

# Construction Activity
Planned 

Completion
8 Rebuild and relocate 28 miles of distribution 

line to covered conductor along the Naches 
River out of Tieton Substation. This project will 
relocate a large portion of the circuit along 
SR410. In addition, a reconfiguration of this 
circuit will occur to support protective device 
coordination and load balancing.

2023

Service Territory

Fire High Consequence Area

RECENT MITIGATION ACTIVITY
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Environmental
 Recent precipitation
 Wind directionality
 Fire activity in service territory

Locational
 Alternative ways to re‐route power to 

affected areas
 Impacts on mandatory or voluntary 

evacuation orders in place

Situational
 Real‐time situational awareness from 

personnel in the impacted areas
 Current fire activity in service territory
 Input from local emergency services 

and response authorities

PUBLIC SAFETY POWER SHUT-OFF (PSPS)
Public 
Safety 
Power 

Shut-off

Pacific Power 
Emergency 
Operation 

Center (EOC) 
Active

PSPS Watch

Normal 
Operations

Short Term 
Environmental 

Conditions

• Environmental
• Locational
• Situational

Drought
Fire Weather Index

Sustained wind speeds
Gusting Winds

High Wind Gusts

Precipitation

Wind

Wind

Additional Conditions

Example Circuit Wind Curve 

While primarily elevated through environmental conditions the 
decision to implement a PSPS also considers additional inputs:
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 Advertising
 Print
 Radio
 Digital
 Social

 Media outreach
 Bill message
 Webinar
 Informational 

sheets
 Resource center 

on website

Customer Communication
Wildfire Mitigation and Safety

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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Public Safety Power Shutoff

CUSTOMER COMMUNICATION



Thank You
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