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	DOCKET NO. UE-060266

JOINT RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL TESTIMONY AND MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE RESPONSE TESTIMONY (JULY 25, 2006)



1 Pursuant to the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission Notice, dated July 10, 2006, and WAC § 480-07-385, the Staff of the Commission, the Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities (“ICNU”) and Public Counsel (collectively, the “Moving Parties”) hereby respond to Puget Sound Energy’s (“PSE” or the “Company”) Motion for Leave to File Supplemental Testimony and Exhibits.  The Moving Parties do not object to PSE’s Motion, provided that the Commission grant an extension of time of four business days, from July 19, 2006 to July 25, 2006, for Staff, Public Counsel, and intervenors to submit response testimony and exhibits in the above-captioned proceeding upon the conditions set forth in item 2 below.  In support of their request, the Moving Parties state as follows:
2 1.
On July 10, 2006, the Company filed with the Commission a Motion for Leave to File Supplemental Testimony and Exhibits.  The Company's Motion states that the supplemental testimony and exhibits reflect the July 1, 2006, update of its Power Cost Adjustment (“PCA”) Mechanism power cost baseline rate, consistent with the Commission's June 29, 2006, order in Docket Nos. UE-050870 and UE-060783.  The Company’s Motion also states that the supplemental testimony updates PSE's power cost projections for the rate year.
  

3 2.
The Moving Parties have conferred with other parties to this proceeding, including PSE, and have reached agreement on the following process regarding the Company’s Motion:  

· the Company's Motion should be granted by the Commission.  

· On July 19, 2006, Staff, Public Counsel and intervenors will provide the Company and each other electronically by 4:00 p.m. and with overnight delivery of hard copies the next day, final and complete copies of their response testimony and exhibits on issues that are not related to power costs and the PCA.  The Company may then begin discovery on that material and will also receive copies of the parties' underlying workpapers for that material on July 21, 2006.  A courtesy copy of the July 19th materials will also be provided to Administrative Law Judge Dennis Moss.

· On July 25, 2006, Staff, Public Counsel and intervenors will file with the Commission and serve on the Company and each other their response testimony and exhibits on all issues electronically by 4:00 p.m. with overnight delivery of hard copies the next day.  Using the same delivery process, the parties will also provide the Company copies of underlying workpapers not already provided on July 21, 2006.  
4 3.
The updates proposed by PSE to its power cost projections require additional time for other parties to prepare their response testimony on issues related to power costs and the PCA.  Good cause, therefore, exists for the Commission to grant an extension of time for the filing of response testimony because it will allow Staff, Public Counsel, and intervenors to adequately respond to supplemental testimony and exhibits that PSE filed on July 10, 2006.  Delaying the formal filing of all response testimony and exhibits until July 25, 2006, will be more convenient administratively for the Commission and will not prejudice the Company, which will have earlier access to response cases that do not address power costs and the PCA.  
5 WHEREFORE, Staff, ICNU and Public Counsel respectfully request that the Commission grant this Motion for Extension of Time.

Dated this 12th day of July, 2006.

Respectfully submitted, 
ROB MCKENNA 

Attorney General

______________________________

ROBERT D. CEDARBAUM
Senior Counsel 
Counsel for Washington Utilities and

Transportation Commission Staff

� For example, Mr. Mills explains that the Company is providing a new Aurora power cost model run that is based on a new resource data set obtained from the Aurora vendor.  Exhibit No. (DEM-15T) at 4.  In addition, the Company has updated forward gas prices, as well as fixed-price gas and electric supply contracts in place for the rate year.  Id. at 5.  There also are updates to coal prices, Mid-C power contract prices, transmission costs, and Production O&M Costs.  Id. at 5-8.








