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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION,
                                          Complainant,

v.

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC.,
                                           Respondent.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
)
	DOCKETS UE-090704
and UG-090705 (consolidated)
ORDER 05
GRANTING LATE-FILED PETITION TO INTERVENE



MEMORANDUM
1 On May 8, 2009, Puget Sound Energy, Inc. (PSE), filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) to increase its rates for electric service (Docket UE-090704) and gas service (Docket UG-090705) to customers in Washington.  The Commission suspended operation of the tariffs by Order 01 entered in these dockets following the May 28, 2009, open meeting.  The Commission consolidated these dockets by Order 02, entered on June 8, 2009, and convened a prehearing conference at Olympia, Washington on June 22, 2009.  
2 The following businesses and organizations filed petitions to intervene or petitioned orally and were granted intervenor status following the prehearing conference: 
	ICNU 

	Federal Executive Agencies



	NWIGU


	The Energy Project

	Seattle Steam Company


	NWEC

	Kroger Company on behalf of its Fred Meyer Stores and Quality Food Centers


	Cost Management Services, Inc.


3 On July 24, 2009, Nucor Steel Seattle, Inc. (Nucor), filed its Petition to Intervene, stating its interest as “a major [natural gas] transportation customer of PSE.”  Nucor states it has not yet determined what, if any, positions it will take on issues raised, but commits that its participation would not broaden the issues in this proceeding.
4 On July 27, 2009, Commission Staff (Staff) filed its Response to Nucor’s Petition to Intervene.  Staff states the Commission should deny the petition because it is late-filed (i.e., approximately one month after the deadline for timely intervention), yet Nucor neither explained why it did not timely file nor showed good cause to justify its late-filed petition, as required by WAC 480-07-355(1)(b).  Staff proposes as alternative relief that Nucor be required to conform its petition to the rule’s requirements.

5 On July 30, 2009, Nucor filed a response to Staff stating in relevant part:
At the time of the . . . prehearing conference of June 22, 2009, Nucor's representatives were engaged in the process of evaluating PSE's filing to determine whether Nucor had a substantial interest in the proceeding that warranted Nucor's participation.  In fact, PSE scheduled an informational meeting about this proceeding for "Major Accounts" on June 22, 2009.  As of June 22, 2009, Nucor had not authorized the filing of a petition to intervene.

6 While the timing of PSE’s informational meeting about this proceeding provides a rationale for Nucor’s evaluation of the case being incomplete, and the company being undecided about whether to expend the resources to intervene at the time of the prehearing conference, it does not explain why Nucor’s petition was not filed until a month later.  Were the procedural schedule not at a relatively early stage, such delay on Nucor’s part would incline the Commission to deny the company’s petition.  However, the case is at a relatively early point in its development insofar as dates for testimony and hearings are concerned, no one other than Staff raises any objection to Nucor’s participation, and the public interest may benefit from having the perspective of a major natural gas transportation customer brought to bear.  It accordingly is appropriate to grant Nucor’s late-filed petition, as amended by its response of July 30, 2009.
7 Parties should add to the service list in this proceeding:  

Damon E. Xenopoulos, Esq.

Shaun C. Mohler, Esq.

Peter. G. Haller, Esq.

Brickfield, Burchette, Ritts &

Stone, PC

1025 Thomas Jefferson St., NW

Eighth Floor-West Tower

Washington, DC 20007

Telephone: 202-342-0800

Facsimile: 202-342-0807

dex@bbrslaw .com 

shaun.mohler@bbrslaw.com

peter.haller@,bbrslaw.com
An updated Appendix 1 to Order 04—Prehearing Conference, showing the parties’ representatives and other contacts, is attached to this Order.

ORDER
8 THE COMMISSION ORDERS That the late-filed Petition To Intervene of Nucor Steel Seattle, Inc., is granted.

Dated at Olympia, Washington, and effective July 30, 2009.

WASHINGTON STATE UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

DENNIS J. MOSS







Administrative Law Judge
	APPENDIX A-1

	PARTIES’ REPRESENTATIVES

DOCKET UE-090704 and UG-090705

	PARTY
	REPRESENTATIVE
	PHONE
	FACSIMILE
	E-MAIL

	Puget Sound Energy
	Sheree Strom Carson

Perkins Coie LLP

10885 NE Fourth Street

Suite 700

Bellevue, WA  98004-5579
	425-635-1400
	425-635-2400
	scarson@perkinscoie.com 

psedrs@perkinscoie.com


	Commission Staff
	Robert D. Cedarbaum 

Michael Fassio
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr. SW

P.O. Box 40128

Olympia, WA 98504-0128
	360-664-1188

360-664-1192
	360-586-5522
	bcedarba@wutc.wa.gov
mfassio@wutc.wa.gov

	Public Counsel
	Simon J. ffitch

Sara Shifley

Public Counsel Section

Office of Attorney General

800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000

Seattle, WA 98104-3188
	206-464-7744
	206-389-2058
	simonf@atg.wa.gov
sarah.shifley@atg.wa.gov


	
	Senior Regulatory Analyst Mary Kimball 

	
	
	maryk2@atg.wa.gov

	
	Regulatory Analyst 
Lea Daeschel 

	
	
	lead@atg.wa.gov

	
	Legal Assistant 
Carol Williams 

	
	
	carolw@atg.wa.gov

	Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities (ICNU)
	S. Bradley Van Cleve

Irion Sanger

Davison Van Cleve, P.C.

333 S.W. Taylor, Suite 400

Portland, OR  97204
	503-241-7242
	503-241-8160
	bvc@dvclaw.com 
ias@dvclaw.com 

dvc@dvclaw.com 


	
	Don Schoenbeck


	
	
	dws@r-c-s-inc.com

	
	Mike Gorman


	
	
	mgorman@consultbai.com

	Northwest Industrial Gas Users (NWIGU)
	Chad M. Stokes

Cable Huston Benedict Haagensen & Lloyd LLP

1001 SW Fifth Avenue

Suite 2000

Portland, OR  97204-1136
	503-224-3092
	503-224-3176
	cstokes@cablehuston.com


	
	Paula Pyron 
	
	
	ppyron@nwigu.org


	
	Don Schoenbeck
	
	
	dws@r-c-s-inc.com

	Seattle Steam Company
	Elaine L. Spencer

Graham & Dunn PC

Pier 70

2801 Alaskan Way, #300

Seattle, WA  98121
	206-624-8300
	206-340-9599
	espencer@grahamdunn.com


	
	Robert Sheppard
	
	
	rbsheppard@comcast.net

	The Kroger Co.
	Michael L. Kurtz, Esq.

Kurt J. Boehm, Esq

Boehm, Kurtz & Lowry

36 East Seventh Street

Suite 1510

Cincinnati, OH  45202
	513-421-2255
	513-421-2764
	mkurtz@bklawfirm.com
Kboehm@bklawfirm.com

	Federal Executive Agencies (FEA)
	Norman Furuta

Associate Counsel

Department of the Navy

1455 Market Street 

San Francisco, CA  94103-1399
	415-503-6994


	415-503-6688


	Norman.furuta@navy.mil


	
	Kay Davoodi
Larry Allen
	
	
	Khojasteh.davoodi@navy.mil
Larry.r.allen@navy.mil 

	
	Ralph Smith
	
	
	RSmithLA@gmail.com 

	The Energy Project
	Ronald L. Roseman

Attorney At Law

2011 14th Avenue East

Seattle, Washington 98112
	206-324-8792
	206 568-0138
	ronaldroseman@comcast.net


	
	Chuck Eberdt 


	
	
	Chuck_Eberdt@oppco.org

	Cost Management Services, Inc.
	John A. Cameron

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

1300 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 2300

Portland, Oregon 97201

 
	503-241-2300
	503-778-5299
	johncameron@dwt.com 

	Northwest Energy Coalition
	David S. Johnson

Attorney

811 1st Avenue South

Suite 305

Seattle, WA  98104
	206-621-0094
	206-621-0097
	David@nwenergy.org 



	
	Danielle Dixon

Senior Policy Associate


	
	
	Danielle@nwenergy.org


	Nucor Steel Seattle, Inc.
	Damon E. Xenopoulos, Esq.

Shaun C. Mohler, Esq.

Peter. G. Haller, Esq.

Brickfield, Burchette, Ritts &

Stone, PC

1025 Thomas Jefferson St., NW

Eighth Floor-West Tower

Washington, DC 20007


	202-342-0800
	202-342-0807
	dex@bbrslaw.com  

shaun.mohler@bbrslaw.com 

peter.haller@bbrslaw.com 




