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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

in the Matter of:

APPLICATION OF GTE SOUTH
INCORPORATED FOR THE RURAL
TELEPHONE COMPANY EXEMPTION
FROM CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS OF
THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF
1996

CASE NO. 96-313
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On June 20, 1998, GTE South Incorporated ("GTE South”) fled a letter, which the
Commission will treat as an application, stating.that its area formerly served by Contel
of Kentucky, Inc. ("Contel’) qualifies for the rural exemption provided by the
Taléwnmunicaﬁons Act of 1998 ("the Act”). Rural telephone companies as deﬁned in
Section 3(a)(47) of the Act are not required to.comply with certain duties imposed upon
other incumbent local exchange carriers. GTE South states that it qualifies under
Section 3(a)(47)(c) because its Contel study area serves fewer than 100,000 acosss
lines. _ |

The Woﬁnaﬁon submitied by GTE South does not indicate that & is entitied to
claim the rural exemption. its study area within Kentucky includes not only the am
formerly served by Coniel, but all areas currently served by GTE. South, Commission
records indicate that Cont:el has merged info GTE Sou_th. Contel has no tariff on file at

the Commission because it is no longer in existence.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that GTE South's application for the rural

telephone company exemption provided by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 is
denied.

Done at Franifort, Kentucky, this 10th day of July, 1996.

By the Commission

ATTEST:

A Hit,

Executive Director
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Mr. Den Mills

Dear Mr. Nilic:

Al the o » InC. =tody area ig rural, we
vill cantinue to negotiate in good faith Vith thoss carriers
bora fide for intarconnectian, unbundled

Secticn 3(a) {47) of the aAct Provides 3 xural exenption for 3 .
"local exchange carrier Operating entity™ that neats of
ths following oconditions: any

4} Provides sarvice to any study area that does not include
&n unincorporated ares of 10,000 rasidents or ®nOre, or
does not include any territory definea as urban by the
Censua Byureay. :

®mare than 50, goo residents as of Yobruary g, 1996.

OT2 gualifies for the rurazl tion in Ken under
Sondition (c) ag stateq lbov:muge have as,qmm lines in
e

our 1 of Kentucky, Ine. study area, which f21ls below th
1init stateqd in conditien (c),
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Mr. Don Millse
June 20, 1996
Bage 2

Congress was concerned about dintain bigh quald
migtion serviom in :nr:; u-m:;mzhus, they ditg not

has been submitted to GTE Trequesting intercvennection, resale:
of services, or unbundl ¢ the Comamission will determine to
vhat extent guch a request is unauly econowically burdensons,
is technically feasible, or Ry intaxfers with the aaintenance
of universal service.

€TE will actively participate in any Commission Procesdings to

htmmuamrwmtemeeuoum
meet the requirements of the act. Plemc;ni:youhnvany

questions.
Eincerely,

Pu..,b. Colliio

Larry D. Callison
DC:pen
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Agnes Cashman
5462C2
295 North Maple Av
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
phone 908/221-3509
FAX 908/221-2628
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