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RCW 81.53.030

Petition for crossing—Hearing—Order.

Whenever a railroad company desires to cross a highway or railroad at grade, it shall file
a written petition with the commission setting forth the reasons why the crossing cannot be made
either above or below grade. Whenever the legislative authority of a county, or the municipal
authorities of a city, or the state officers authorized to lay out and construct state roads, or the
state parks and recreation commission, desire to extend a highway across a railroad at grade, they
shall file a written petition with the commission, setting forth the reasons why the crossing
cannot be made either above or below grade. Upon receiving the petition, the commission shall
immediately investigate it, giving at least ten days' notice to the railroad company and the county
or city affected thereby, of the time and place of the investigation, to the end that all parties
interested may be present and heard. If the highway involved is a state road or parkway, the
secretary of transportation or the state parks and recreation commission shall be notified of the
time and place of hearing. The evidence introduced shall be reduced to writing and be filed by
the commission. If it finds that it is not practicable to cross the railroad or highway either above
or below grade, the commission shall enter a written order in the cause, either granting or
denying the right to construct a grade crossing at the point in question. The commission may
provide in the order authorizing a grade crossing, or at any subsequent time, that the railroad
company shall install and maintain proper signals, warnings, flaggers, interlocking devices, or
other devices or means to secure the safety of the public and its employees. In respect to existing
railroad grade crossings over highways the construction of which grade crossings was
accomplished other than under a commission order authorizing it, the commission may in any
event require the railroad company to install and maintain, at or near each crossing, on both sides
of it, a sign known as the sawbuck crossing sign with the lettering "Railroad Crossing" inscribed
thereon with a suitable inscription indicating the number of tracks. The sign shall be of standard
design conforming to specifications furnished by the Washington state department of
transportation.
[ 2013 ¢ 23 8 303; 1984 ¢ 7 8 373; 1961 ¢ 14 § 81.53.030. Prior: 1959 ¢ 283 § 1; 1955 ¢ 310 § 3;
prior: 1937 ¢ 22 § 1, part; 1913 ¢ 30 § 3, part; RRS § 10513, part. Formerly RCW 81.52.100.]

RCW 81.53.060

Petition for alteration of crossing—Closure of grade crossing without hearing.

The mayor and city council, or other governing body of any city or town, or the
legislative authority of any county within which there exists any under-crossing, over-crossing,
or grade crossing, or where any street or highway is proposed to be located or established across
any railroad, or any railroad company whose road is crossed by any highway, may file with the
commission their or its petition in writing, alleging that the public safety requires the
establishment of an under-crossing or over-crossing, or an alteration in the method and manner
of an existing crossing and its approaches, or in the style and nature of construction of an
existing over-crossing, under-crossing, or grade crossing, or a change in the location of an
existing highway or crossing, the closing or discontinuance of an existing highway crossing, and
the diversion of travel thereon to another highway or crossing, or if not practicable, to change the
crossing from grade or to close and discontinue the crossing, the opening of an additional
crossing for the partial diversion of travel, and praying that this relief may be ordered. If the


http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1955c310.pdf?cite=1955%20c%20310%20%C2%A7%203;
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existing or proposed crossing is on a state road, highway, or parkway, the petition may be filed
by the secretary of transportation or the state parks and recreation commission. If the existing
crossing is adjacent to a project funded in part or in full by the state of Washington and managed
by the department of transportation, and closure of the crossing is part of the project, the petition
may be filed by the secretary of transportation or the secretary's designee, or if the petition is
filed by another entity, the secretary of transportation or the secretary's designee shall intervene
as a party in any hearing at which the closure of the crossing is contested. If the department of
transportation is not a lead agency under chapter 43.21C RCW, a lead agency shall also
intervene as a party in any hearing at which the closure of the crossing is contested. Upon the
petition being filed, the commission shall fix a time and place for hearing the petition and shall
give not less than twenty days' notice to the petitioner, the railroad company, and the
municipality or county in which the crossing is situated. If the highway involved is a state
highway or parkway, or if the crossing is adjacent to a project funded in part or in full by the
state of Washington and managed by the department of transportation and closure of the crossing
is part of the project, like notice shall be given to the secretary of transportation or the state parks
and recreation commission. If the change petitioned for requires that private lands, property, or
property rights be taken, damaged, or injuriously affected to open up a new route for the
highway, or requires that any portion of any existing highway be vacated and abandoned, twenty
days' notice of the hearing shall be given to the owner or owners of the private lands, property,
and property rights which it is necessary to take, damage, or injuriously affect, and to the owner
or owners of the private lands, property, or property rights that will be affected by the proposed
vacation and abandonment of the existing highway. The commission shall also cause notice of
the hearing to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the community where
the crossing is situated, which publication shall appear at least two days before the date of
hearing. At the time and place fixed in the notice, all persons and parties interested are entitled to
be heard and introduce evidence. In the case of a petition for closure of a grade crossing the
commission may order the grade crossing closed without hearing where: (1) Notice of the filing
of the petition is posted at, or as near as practical to, the crossing; (2) notice of the filing of the
petition is published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the community or area where
the crossing is situated, which publication shall appear within the same week that the notice
referred to in subsection (1) of this section is posted; and (3) no objections are received by the
commission within twenty days from the date of the publication of the notice.

[2010c¢ 828 1;1984 c 7 § 374; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 210 § 8; 1961 c 14 8§ 81.53.060. Prior: 1937 ¢ 22 §
2, part; 1921 ¢ 138 8 1, part; 1913 ¢ 30 § 4, part; RRS § 10514, part. Formerly RCW 81.52.130.]

WAC 480-62-150

Grade crossing petitions.

(1) Whenever a railroad company, city, county, the department of transportation, the
parks and recreation commission, or the commission seeks to take any of the following actions at
a railroad-highway grade crossing, it must file a petition with the commission seeking approval
under RCW 81.53.020 and 81.53.060:

(a) Opening a railroad-highway crossing at-grade, or by constructing an overcrossing or
undercrossing;

(b) Closing a railroad-highway crossing;
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(c) Constructing supplemental safety measures under RCW 81.48.015(1), including, but
not limited to, median barriers;

(d) Realigning highway or railroad tracks;

(e) Widening highways;

(F) Constructing multiple tracks; or

(9) Changes to crossing surfaces that alter:

- The dimensions of an existing surface;

- The angle at which the tracks intersect a highway; or

- The vertical alignment of a crossing (i.e., to accommodate track superelevation, or
changes in railroad or roadway grade).

(2) Whenever a railroad company, city, county, the department of transportation, the
parks and recreation commission, or the commission seeks to take any of the following actions at
a railroad-highway grade crossing, it must file a petition with the commission seeking approval
under RCW 81.53.261:

(a) Modifying or upgrading warning signals or devices;

(b) Adding a crossing signal;

(c) Adding gates to a crossing signal;

(d) Modifying or upgrading circuitry for a warning signal; or

(e) Installing an intertie between railroad crossing signals and highway traffic signals.

(3) This rule applies to all railroad companies, including logging and industrial railroads,
however, it does not apply to crossings within the limits of first class cities, unless federal
funding is used at the crossing.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040, 81.04.160, 81.24.010, 81.28.010, 81.28.290, 81.40.110,
81.44.010, 81.44.020, 81.44.101- 81.44.105, and chapters 81.48, 81.53, 81.54, 81.60, and 81.61
RCW. WSR 01-04-026 (Docket No. TR-981102, General Order No. R-477), § 480-62-150, filed
1/30/01, effective 3/2/01.]


http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.48.015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.53.261
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.24.010
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