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COMMENTS OF GTE NORTHWEST INCORPORATED

GTE Northwest Incorporated supports the adoption of the proposed rule
as currently drafted. The proposed rule as undergone several revisions in
response to comments by parties over the past several months. Concerns that
competition might be adversely affected have been adequately addressed by
revisions in the current dratft.

The Washington Utilities and Transport Commission (“Commission”)
should allow the competitive market to work as Congress envisioned - in a "pro-
competitive, de-regulatory” manner. Regulators should minimize involvement in
the competitive market, and allow service providers to determine how best to
compete in the interexchange market. The proposed rule strikes the appropriate
balance between concerns for competition and for the consumer, and should be

adopted.



