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DECLARATION OF IRMGARD R. WILCOX IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONERS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY ADJUDICATION TO ALLOW REVENUE SHARE RETENTION




Irmgard R. Wilcox declares:

1. I am the Senior Pricing Manager for the Waste Connections Companies in Washington and have been employed by Waste Connections, Inc. since January, 1999.  In my capacity as Senior Pricing Manager and previously as Division Controller, I am thoroughly familiar with regulated rate filings of Murrey’s Disposal, American Disposal and Mason County Garbage Company and, in fact, am the lead person in the region at Waste Connections, Inc. who handles those filings. 

2. By way of background, I have been employed in the Washington private solid waste collection company industry for over three decades and in addition to general rate filings have handled filings for commodity credit adjustments and recycling revenue share for all regulated solid waste collection companies of Waste Connections since the inception of the program.

3. In my capacity as Senior Pricing Manager, I am very familiar with the process by which commodity credit adjustments are made annually, tariff pages filed to reflect those evolving credits and revenue share plans for participating Waste Connections companies are submitted.

4. Concerning the latter, currently there are only four Waste Connections companies who participate in recycling in county revenue share plans pursuant to RCW 81.77.185, which are:  Murrey’s Disposal, American Disposal, Mason County Garbage Company and Pierce County Refuse Company.

5. Since the inception of revenue share plan legislation in 2002, I have prepared various schedules and data reflecting revenue share expenditures and have worked closely with county personnel in Pierce and, to a lesser extent, Mason county to address the issues of recycling participation rate enhancement.  I have thus been involved in working with district personnel to submit recycling revenue share plans and attended numerous meetings with county solid waste department personnel to address and implement goals and performance criteria.

6. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit “1” and incorporated herein are pages from the Commission’s Open Meeting Agenda of October 30, 2008, specifically pages 5, 6 and 7 of that Agenda.  Docket Items TG-081661 and 081662 reflect the historic treatment of commodity credit adjustments coupled with simultaneous review of county/hauler revenue share plans through 2008.  As can be noted, these items in 2008 were placed on the “No Action Agenda” and allowed to become effective by operation of law without separate orders.

7. Until 2009 to my knowledge no formal orders from the Commission were ever issued for commodity credit/revenue sharing plans.  Attached as Exhibit “2” are the 2009 commodity credit revenue share plan items for Murrey’s and American Disposal from the October 29, 2009 Open Meeting Agenda, pages 3 and 4.  As the Open Meeting Agenda indicates, these items were placed on the “Consent Agenda” and were not the subject of any individual presentation to my knowledge at the Commission’s Open Meeting of October 29, 2009.

8. It was not until fall of 2010 and the dockets that are the subject of the present proceeding, that commodity credit/revenue share items of Waste Connections’ companies were ever placed onto the Open Meeting Agenda for separate presentation.  Again, it was not even until the previous year, and the “Consent Agenda” treatment of the previous commodity credit/revenue share items, that any formal order was ever issued by the Commission on these types of Waste Connections’ filings to my knowledge.

9. In these 2010 filings that were placed onto the October 28, 2010 Open Meeting Agenda, the Commission issued formal orders after lengthy presentation on the record, and for the first time, placed a freeze or in effect a “hold” on the revenue share plans of the company to the extent that any unspent retention in the reporting year was required to be carried over to the following year unless “some other treatment was ordered by the Commission.”  As concerns any of our regulated companies, the staff memo for the October 28, 2010 Open Meeting was the first time I ever understood that any such restriction would be placed on unspent revenue share proceeds.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated this ____ day of February, 2011 at Tacoma, Washington.





Irmgard R. Wilcox  
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