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LISA A. SKUMATZ, Ph.D

EDUCATION

Ph.D, M.A. Economics, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, 1978, 1987.

B.A. Economics, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, 1975.
EXPERIENCE
1994- Principal, Skumatz Economic Research Associates (SERA).

1990-94 Vice President, Pacific Northwest Division, Synergic Resources Corporation.
1987-90 Rates Economist, City of Seattle.

1985-87 Energy Research Analyst, Pacific Gas and Electric Company.

1980-85 Research Economist, Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratories.

1978-80 Research Economist, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.v

1977-78 Economist, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

Dr. Skumatz is Principal at SERA, and manages the firm’s nationwide practice in solid
waste and energy research. She is an experienced economist in the field of utilities economics.
Her background includes a Ph.D. in econometric modeling and thirteen years of experience in
integrated planning, forecasting and modeling, market/survey research, and economic and
financial analysis. Her experience includes analysis of policy and economic issues in the fields
of solid waste and energy.

She is particularly recogmzed for proposmg and forwardmg innovative concepts in the
field of solid waste, and is nat10nally recognized in the areas of rates, incentives, financing
options, and integrated planning in this field. She conducted pioneering work in weight-based
rates and has conducted and monitored field tests and published widely on this topic.

A key area of expertise for Dr. Skumatz is survey research and econometric analysis for

solid waste and other agencies. She has extensive experience in the design and analysis of
surveys for market research, program design, planning, forecasting, rates, and other
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applications. She has conducted both residential and non-residential surveys, and has special
expertise in the area of survey bias problems and the use of sample and sophisticated techniques
for reducing bias (and has published in this area). She has conducted and managed all phases
of survey work for solid waste agencies, including survey and sampling design, instrument
design, survey fielding, data input and validation, weighting, and analysis. She has conducted
surveys of residential, commercial, transfer station and other customers. These surveys covered
information related to recycling behavior, preferences in diversion and rate program design,
waste management behavior, collection service issues, and an array of demographic and
household or business information related to solid waste management.

Dr. Skumatz has conducted detailed analysis of appropriate funding options for solid
waste agencies to provide a set of integrated, stable, and equitable revenue sources for a wide
array of solid waste management responsibilities. Dr. Skumatz has developed workshops, public
information materials, and briefings for press, politicians, upper management, and financial
agencies.

Dr. Skumatz specializes in applying economic and statistical analysis techniques to issues
in solid waste, and has worked extensively with various jurisdictions in helping them begin to
apply modern integrated approaches in managing waste and applying economic principles to
assure more equitable and appropriate programs. With her background in both utilities and
consulting, she has the ability to analyze issues from a variety of perspectives, and to develop
practical, workable solutions that take into account the perspectives of a variety of interest
groups. Dr. Skumatz’s experience includes the following:

Surveys and Market Research

o Variable Rates Market Research Survey, Municipality of Anchorage.
As part of a comprehensive analysis of the feasibility and appropriateness
of variable rates in the Municipality, Dr. Skumatz directed a telephone
survey of residential customers. The survey queried customers on
acceptability of modified rate structures, either bag/tag or variable can
systems, their satisfaction with the current rate system; information on the
dollar levels of rate incentives needed to encourage waste reduction and
recycling; their current waste reduction, recycling and diversion activities;
and the adequacy of current programs and service. The survey also
conducted important demographic information. The survey was analyzed
to determine the potential acceptability of a variable can or bag/tag
system, preferences about design features and rate differentials, barriers
to successful implementation, and the overall attitudes of customers
regarding solid waste collection and recycling service and programs. Dr.
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Skumatz was responsible for all phases of the research, including sample
and instrument design, fielding, database creation, and analysis and

reporting.

L Customer Market Research Surveys in Solid Waste Rates. Dr.
Skumatz has conducted and managed numerous customer surveys related
to the acceptability of incentive rates alternatives in several communities,
including variable can, bag, tag, and weight-based systems. She has also
conducted and analyzed numerous surveys related to use of programs,
customer characteristics and choices related to collection, disposal, and
recycling services. She conducted a detailed customer survey on
behaviors, attitudes, services and performance.: These data were collected
to support design of recycling, diversion, or rates programs; analyze
remaining market potential for programs; assess disposal and waste
management alternatives; and other applications. Similar projects were
conducted for:

- City of Anchorage, Alaska

- Village of Oak Park, Illinois

- City of Seattle, Washington—Residential and Transfer Station
Customers

- "Garbage by the Pound” field test (funded by EPA).

o Set Out Surveys. Dr. Skumatz directed several studies to assess the
benefits and costs of implementing incentive-based fees for solid waste
collection. She also designed and analyzed set-out surveys to support the
studies. Cities for which such projects were conducted include: '

- Cincinnati, Ohio
- Village of Oak Park, Illinois
- City of Fort Wayne, Indiana.

L Self-Haul Customers Survey, City of Seattle. Dr. Skumatz designed
and conducted a periodic survey of the Seattle Solid Waste Utility’s self-
haul customers. The survey was designed to examine the waste disposal
and recycling activities of the customers that brought waste, yard waste,
or recyclables to Seattle’s transfer station. The survey examined
materials, weight of materials, and attitudes about service and rate levels.
The survey queried customer reactions to rate changes. This on-going
survey was used for forecasting, education, and program planning

purposes.
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L Survey of Compost Markets, King County. Dr. Skumatz conducted an
analysis of the market potential for compost within King County. The
analysis evaluated the estimated production of compost of various qualities
from a variety of potential suppliers (including the County), the strength
of traditional markets, a range of possible new uses for the product,
critical market barriers or considerations, transportation concerns, and the
potential for new markets.

® Survey of Recycled Markets and Reuse Opportunities, Bonneville
Power Administration. Dr. Skumatz completed a project that examined
the potential for using recycled materials or providing recyclable materials
in the three phases of power plant lifetimes: construction,
operation/maintenance, and decommissioning. She examined materials
used/generated by twelve different categories of plant types, and examined
market potential, technical, process, and economic factors. This project
involved determining the wide array of potential power plant types
included in the adopted Regional Power Plan, and determining the types
of materials that are used and produced in each of the three phases of the
lifetime of the plants. The project determined which materials may be
recycled or whether recycled materials may be used, the current and
anticipated future robustness of the relevant secondary materials market,
and the likely cost differentials between the use of virgin versus recycled
materials.

° Program Evaluation Survey, King County Local Hazardous Waste
Management Plan. Dr. Skumatz is directing a detailed evaluation of
Seattle/King County’s six component hazardous waste program efforts.
SERA is preparing process evaluations to determine program design and
delivery effectiveness. In addition, the project includes designing and
conducting impact evaluations to determine the tonnage and cost impacts
specifically attributable to the programs. Dr. Skumatz is detailing and
coordinating data collection efforts, as well as conducting the quantitative
analyses and developing policy implications.

o Case Study Surveys. Dr. Skumatz has conducted and/or designed and
managed the conduct of over 70 case studies of communities with variable
rates, collecting information on programs, tonnage, administration, costs,
system, customer information, disposal alternatives, and other issues for
a variety of clients.
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L Pacific Gas and Electric Company. While employed at PG&E, Dr.
Skumatz managed the utility’s residential survey and analysis work. In
this role, she managed the 1986 Residential Appliance Saturation Survey,
a large customer characteristics survey. She managed and contributed
technically on all phases of the work, including survey design, sampling,
database construction, weighting, and analysis.

] Pacific Gas and Electric Company. While at PG&E, Dr. Skumatz
worked on assessing data quality and sampling issues in PG&E'’s
residential customer surveys. She developed a method using logit and
"hot deck” methods to reduce bias from systematically missing data and
impure data to provide higher data quality for saturation and market
penetration estimates. She also made data across a time series of
residential survey databases consistent in terms of variable names,
formats, and inputed missing data and made series consistent over time to
provide a historical time series of information on the residential sector.

° Pacific Gas and Electric Company. Dr. Skumatz managed the on-site
validation of PG&E’s Commercial Energy Use Survey. This involved
conducting 600 on-site surveys and comparing responses to original
responses supplied to identify bias in the survey responses, and to
determine variables with low validity in responses. These data are used
for forecasting, rate design, market research, program design, and many
other purposes, and data validity has significant impacts on a broad range
of utility planning. Dr. Skumatz had significant technical responsibilities,
including sample and instrument design, as well as conducting detailed
analysis of the results by sector and survey item.

o Washington Water Power Company. Directed a commercial survey for
WWP, including technical contribution in sample and instrument design
and weighting tasks. She used logit techniques to develop weights to
reduce the bias in survey response. This survey is used for forecasting,
DSM planning, market research, rates, and other applications.

o Puget Sound Power and Light. Managed and conducted a large two-part
survey of Puget Power’s residential customers. The mail survey was
followed up by a phone survey of particular subgroups of participants and
non-participants in a weatherization program to provide data for a
program evaluation effort.
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® Public Service Indiana. For PSI, Dr. Skumatz directed the database and
analysis tasks of a large on-site audit of commercial customers.

o Bonneville Power Administration. Dr. Skumatz directed the survey
design, database, analysis, and training tasks for a phone survey of
residential weatherization program participants. .

] Sierra Pacific Power Company. Dr. Skumatz managed a large "wants
and needs" survey of Sierra’s commercial customers and analyzed the
results using factor and discriminant analysis techniques. The results
helped Sierra Pacific target additional program, informational, and service
-related activities.

Analysis of Rates and Incentives

° Survey and Analysis of Legislative Policy on Industrial Solid Waste,
Washington State Department of Ecology. Dr. Skumatz completed
work on a project to evaluate the current status of industrial solid waste
in the State of Washington. The project consisted of several tasks,
including a literature search for relevant nationwide, state, and federal
legislation regarding industrial solid waste. Other tasks involved gathering
information on current industrial solid waste streams, and
treatment/enforcement from a combination of literature, structured
interviews with members of professional organizations, and on-site
review. Additional data on generation, processing, and handling of
industrial solid waste streams in Washington were gathered through on-site
and telephone techniques. The project identified and examined the ten
most critical industrial solid waste streams in the State, evaluated the
effectiveness of current legislation, evaluated current enforcement strategy
versus practices, proposed potential alterative strategies and regulatory
changes, and identified areas for further research.

] Survey of State-Level Legislation on Variable Rates. Dr. Skumatz
conducted a survey of the status of state legislation on variable rates. The
survey collected the legislation for states that had adopted the systems,
noting whether variable rates are required or "encouraged”, as well as
identifying the states that had unsuccessfully considered similar legislation
and the reasons behind failure. ' The work analyzed the features of the
legislation, comparisons with energy conservation legislation, and
developed recommendations for future state legislative initiatives. The
work was published in a trade journal. -
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L Variable Rates Adoption, Legislation, and Impacts, Reason
Foundation. Dr. Skumatz prepared a wide-ranging research paper on
variable rates, including status and implications of community-level
adoption in North America. The study examined the range of system
types; the impact of the system on set outs, tonnage, and purchasing
behavior; legislative impacts; and discussed appropriate methods of
evaluating program performance.

o Survey of Variable Rate Communities in North America. Dr. Skumatz
conducted a comprehensive survey to develop a list of the communities
and counties that had implemented variable rates, including the community
name, type of program, the number of programs, and the population
covered. The survey identified over 1,000 (soon 1,800) communities, and
the results were published in a trade journal and cited in the Wall Street
Journal.

] Field Test of "Garbage by the Pound". Dr. Skumatz was an innovator
in the field of weight-based rates for residential collection. In order to
examine the relative feasibility of such an option, she obtained funding
from the Environmental Protection Agency, and managed a field
experiment of this innovative new approach in solid waste collection and
rates that she called "Garbage by the Pound”. This project, recently
completed, tested the feasibility of weighing residential garbage cans and
charging customers on the basis of the pounds of waste disposed. The
project showed there were few significant barriers, that the customers
viewed the project very favorably, and that customers significantly
reduced the waste put out for collection.

L Multi-Year Study of Solid Waste System Changes, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Dr. Skumatz worked on a project to study the effects
of change in municipal solid waste system on a community, and provide
that information in a report that can be used by other decision-makers
considering making a change. The project is examining the effects of
changes in collection, recycling, and funding mechanisms on the solid
waste stream, the effects on illegal dumping, and customer impacts of the
new systems, and providing quantitative estimates of the costs and effects.
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Rate Studies

° Implementation of Solid Waste Rates, City of Seattle. Dr. Skumatz
was project manager for implementing the City of Seattle’s solid waste
rates in 1989. This included implementation of billing system
modifications, preparation of press and customer materials, and integration
with new collection system and recycling programs.

o City of Seattle Rate Study. Dr. Skumatz conducted a comprehensive
rates analysis for the City’s residential and commercial customers. She
developed forecasting equations, cost and financial relationships, worked
with a consultant to develop an integrated rate model, and performed
scenario analysis and risk evaluation.

L City of Cincinnati Rate Study. Dr. Skumatz managed a large
comprehensive solid waste rate study and system design project.
Conducting extensive technical duties on the project including modeling,
forecasting, and rate design.

° Variable Rate Feasibility and Rates Study, Village of Oak Park,
Ilinois. Dr. Skumatz is directing a project to perform all tasks needed
to determine feasibility of alternative variable rates options, and to design
and implement a variable rates system. The project involves conduction
and analysis of a set-out survey and attitudinal survey, scenario analysis
of options, system design and implementation plan, and ultimate
calculation of rates needed to support the system. :

Variable Rate Feasibility Analysis

® Variable Rates Incentive System Feasibility Analysis, City of
Cincinnati, Ohio. Dr. Skumatz worked with the City of Cincinnati to
evaluate the City’s solid waste collection system features, and to evaluate
a range of incentive rates alternatives for the City. The project examined
operational, cost, customer, legal constraints and political factors, as well
as billing system and other implementation factors to sclect among
variable can, hybrid bag, and tag alternatives.

L Solid Waste Rates Feasibility, City of Anchorage, Alaska. Dr.
Skumatz directed efforts for the Municipality of Anchorage to develop a
short- and longer-term plan for establishing a user-fee pricing strategy that
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will meet the goals of providing low-cost, high-quality service that is
environmentally sound and will meet legal requirements. The project
involved developing a demand forecast, evaluating a number of user- fee
systems, and estimating the pros, cons, and implementation costs
associated with each system. Dr. Skumatz managed an analysis of costs
and benefits, as well as a survey of customer acceptance.

® User Fee System Design, Capital Regional District, Victoria, BC. Dr.
Skumatz worked on a team to evaluate the feasibility of various incentives
mechanisms for the CRD in Victoria. Dr. Skumatz analyzed alternatives,
including variable can, bag, tag, and weight-based systems for
implementation within various jurisdictions within the CRD. The analysis
examined case studies for lessons from other jurisdictions, studied the
status quo system in use within the municipalities, identified pros and cons
of alternatives given the CRD conditions, and evaluated appropriate
incentive mechanisms and implementation recommendations.

L Variable Collection Rate Feasibility Study, Orange County, California.
Dr. Skumatz contributed to a study of alternative-rate structures for
Orange County, California. The study used a case study approach, and
provided background on the various user-fee options available, and their
pros and cons considering the types of collection occurring within Orange
County.

L Solid Waste Rate Feasibility, City of Pasadena, California. Dr.
Skumatz directed an analysis of the feasibility of variable-rate alternatives
for the City of Pasadena. She developed an estimate of customer
elasticities to determine likely service choices (size of can, yard waste
service, recycling activities) and estimated the level of rates for services.
She performed scenario analysis to bracket revenue risk and prepared
presentations of the new rates for the City Council.

L Solid Waste Rates Advising, City of Ventura, California. Dr. Skumatz
worked closely with the City of Ventura program and finance staff to
evaluate the incentives associated with Ventura’s new garbage rate and
recycling system, and to design an approach for updating the public,
press, and decision-makers on the new system. This included developing
notification materials, presentation briefing materials, and responses to
potential issues raised through citizen letters, articles, and public hearings.
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] Variable Rate Feasibility, Fort Wayne. Dr. Skumatz directed a study
to assess the benefits and costs of implementing an incentive-based fee in
Fort Wayne. She also designed and analyzed a set-out survey to support
the study.

Revenue Analysis and Financing/Funding Alternatives

] Evaluation of Financing System, Portland Metro Solid Waste.
Historically, Metro has relied on tip fees and tip fee surcharges to provide
revenues to support the wide array of solid waste planing activities
provided by this regional agency. Tonnage misprojections and declining
tonnage have led to significant revenue problems for the agency. Dr.
Skumatz is using a "best fit funding"” approach to examine a wide array
of funding and financing options to determine the best set of revenue
options for the agency. Dr. Skumatz considered over 40 traditional and
innovative revenue sources, including cost recovery options designed for
energy conservation, and evaluated them on a range of criteria to
determine the most appropriate mix to support Metro’s activities.
Detailed case studies of options used by solid waste agencies across North
America were used to design the options.

] Boulder County Financing Plan, Boulder County, Colorado. As part
of a study to evaluate detailed solid waste management alternatives, Dr.
Skumatz examined a range of appropriate revenue sources for the new
programs and facilities. The work was complicated by the diversity of
jurisdictions and powers, the range of funding methods currently used,
and the implications of caps on taxing in the state. The plan is designed
to help Boulder County achieve 50% waste diversion by the year 2000.

] King County Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan Financing Methods.
As part of a project to develop recommendations for a County Solid Waste
Management Plan, Dr. Skumatz evaluated a range of appropriate revenue
and financing alternatives for the recommended programs and facilities.
She examined both revenue and ownership alternatives for plan
implementation.

° National Association of Counties. Dr. Skumatz developed a presentation
on "best fit funding” for financing solid waste programs and facilities for
the National Association of Counties annual conference.
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® Solid Waste Funding Alternatives, State of Rhode Island. Dr. Skumatz
provided assistance to the State of Rhode Island in preparing legislation
related to alternative-funding mechanisms for solid waste services in the
state. ' '

L Seattle Solid Waste Utility. Dr. Skumatz performed numerous financial
and economic analyses for the solid waste utility. This has included
assessing options for funding large capital projects (landfill closure); rate
study timing and cash flow issues; and cost-benefit analysis for recycling
programs.

Integrated Program Planning and Evaluation/Tracking

® King County Health Department, Evaluation of the Local Hazardous

- Waste Management Plan. Dr. Skumatz is managing a project to conduct
an evaluation of King County’s Local Hazardous Waste Plan, evaluating
the Plan’s performance as a whole, as well as the performance of
individual components and programs within the plan. The Local
Hazardous Waste Management Plan is a coordinated effort by regional
agencies to reduce hazardous waste from households and small businesses.
The Plan includes six general components, as well as 22 individual
programs to address portions of the Hazardous Waste stream in a variety
of ways. Evaluation techniques include process and indicator evaluations,
pre/post analysis, pre/post analysis with a control group, and econometric
regression analysis. Results include cost-benefit analysis of each program
and recommendations for improving program operation and efficiency.

®  Integrated Recycling/Diversion Program Planning, Grand Canyon
National Park. Dr. Skumatz directed a study using the WastePlan™
model to develop long term planning and recycling scenarios for the park.
The planning challenges include rapidly increasing visitation, reduced
landfill capacity, and state or federal mandates for higher levels of waste
diversion.

® King County Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan. Dr. Skumatz conducted
economic tasks of a County Solid Waste Management Plan and worked
with King County to develop a recommended list of financing alternatives
for funding a variety of County-sponsored waste diversion programs and
facilities.
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] Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan, City of Seattle. Dr. Skumatz was
responsible for writing significant portions of Seattle’s Solid Waste
Comprehensive Plan. This included analyzing short term practices and
longer term recommendations in several areas, including rates and
incentives, and operational areas like customer service and field inspection
activities. Dr. Skumatz has also examined productivity and policies in
office and field activities, including trucking and transfer operations.

° Industrial Waste Survey, Washington State Department of Ecology.
Dr. Skumatz analyzed the types and volume of solid (non-hazardous)
waste produced by state industries, as well as the type and adequacy of
current management techniques. The project evaluated alternative policy,
incentive, or regulatory initiatives that may be needed for particular waste
streams, and was integrated into the State’s comprehensive solid waste
management plan.

® Seattle Solid Waste Utility, Quarterly Reports. Dr. Skumatz designed
and prepared detailed reports tracking revenues, costs, and tonnages to
check performance against utility projections. These reports, issued
quarterly, are used by technical and non-technical staff to identify
financial or program problems, and to revise the integrated plan. Dr.
Skumatz provided briefings on these results to the Council and Mayor, to
the press, and to bond rating agencies.

o City of Seattle, Tracking Programs. Dr. Skumatz designed and
implemented a complex system of data collection, analysis, tracking, and
reporting to allow upper management to make decisions on productivity
improvements for several operational sectors of the solid waste utility,
including customer service (telephone calls) and field services (garbage
"misses”). She conducted a comprehensive evaluation of customer service
unit, and developed recommendations to management for improving
customer service and procedures.

] Recycling Options, Bonneville Power Administration. Dr. Skumatz
managed a project to examine the feasibility of options for BPA to use
recycled materials or generate recyclables in three phases of operating
plant lifetime: 1) construction; 2) O & M; and 3) decommissioning. The
project examined 12 plant types and a range of secondary materials and
examined the market condition, economic and operating factors, and
numerous other factors affecting program feasibility.
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Demand Forecasting and Economerric/Statistical Analysis

L Tonnage Forecasts, Seattle Solid Waste Utility. Dr. Skumatz developed
econometric forecasting models for solid waste disposal tonnage for three
major customers sectors, including residential, self-haul, and automobile
customers.

L Solid Waste Forecasting Model, Portland Metro. Dr. Skumatz
evaluated appropriate forecasting techniques for facility and waste stream
forecasting for Metro’s solid waste system. The project examined the
pros and cons of alternatives to deal with problems such as time lags,
periodicity and missing peaks, data, and decomposition issues. The end
product is a revise forecasting model and a plan for data collection
activities and to support further model improvements.

° Forecasting Models, Yale Working Paper. Dr. Skumatz prepared a
paper for the Yale Working Paper Series demonstrating the derivation and
performance characteristics of econometric forecasting models in Solid
Waste.

L Residential Tonnage Forecasts, City of Cincinnati. Dr. Skumatz
worked with another consultant to derive forecasting models for residential
disposal and recycling for use in a rate model. The work involved
estimating Cincinnati-specific equations, as well as constructing hybrid
models incorporating elasticities from other jurisdictions for scenario
analysis.

° City of Cincinnati Solid Waste. Dr. Skumatz developed an econometric
forecasting equation to project demand for the City’s disposal services.
Issues related to data availability and quality, model specification
alternative, and other issues were assessed, and model estimation took two
approaches--one in which Cincinnati data was applied, and another using
a hybrid approach, incorporating elasticities from other communities for
scenario analysis. A detailed set-out survey and weigh/sort was conducted
as part of these efforts, and the results will be incorporated into a detailed
rates model.

o Village of Oak Park Solid Waste. Dr. Skumatz developed forecasts of
residential customer demand for Village collection and disposal services.
The forecast efforts took into account historical disposal patterns,
population projections, planned program changes, and price changes in
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developing forecasts. A set-out survey was also conducted as part of this
project.

o Solid Waste Rates and Economic Analyses, Various Solid Waste
Agencies. Dr. Skumatz has used billing and customer survey information
to develop estimates of customer participation in programs, and customer
reactions to price changes. She has also worked with agencies to develop
comprehensive cost relationships for solid waste management functions,
has evaluated scenarios for use of local vs. distant landfill alternatives;
modeling recycling programs and costs; and evaluated alternative rate and
incentive design relationships.

] Impact of Variable Rates. Dr. Skumatz conducted a statistical analysis-
of data from over 50 communities to isolate the impact of variable rate
programs on diversion from recycling and yard waste programs.

Manuals and Workshops

° Unit Pricing Guide, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Dr.
Skumatz worked with the EPA to write an updated unit pricing manual to
provide a decision-oriented document to guide communities across the
nation considering implementing variable rates. The project developed a
decision-tree approach to the evaluation of feasibility, includes sections
addressing the systems and alternative approaches. The project used a
forum approach to provide detail on real-world solutions for communities
to consider.

o Variable Rate Manual, State of Illinois Department of Energy and
Natural Resources. Dr. Skumatz is managing a project to develop a
detailed manual for Illinois communities to use in deciding whether
variable rates may be an appropriate funding mechanisms for solid waste
services. The manual includes case studies of rural and urban
communities, and provides detailed steps for evaluating feasibility and
designing and tailoring an appropriate variable rate system.

° Unit Pricing Study, California Integrated Waste Management Board. .
Dr. Skumatz is directing the development of four documents in support of
the Board’s research on variable rates. The documents include a decision
support document, an overview fact guide, a system design and .
implementation guide, and a resource guide. Detailed case studies from
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across the nation are included to illustrate different systems and
implementations.

L Variable Rates Handbook, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Dr. Skumatz is the primary author of the EPA Manual Variable Rates in
Solid Waste: Handbook for Solid Waste Officials. This 300-page volume
is a comprehensive guide to determining whether a variable rate system
is appropriate to a jurisdiction; selecting the most effective and practical
structure of rates and incentives; designing and conducting a rate analysis;
and determining the timetable and steps involved in implementing the
operational changes associated with an integrated solid waste system.

] Workshops on User Fees. Dr. Skumatz has conducted workshops on
user fees in solid waste for a number of clients, including Environment
Canada, Greater Vancouver Regional District, Environmental Protection
Agency, the University of Wisconsin, Yale University and other clients.
She has given dozens of presentations at professional conferences related
to her work in solid waste.

L] Articles and Manuals on Rates and Incentives in Solid Waste. Dr.
Skumatz has authored numerous articles on rates and incentives for
professional journals and conferences. These papers address practical
methods of approaching the problem of decreasing landfill space, and
methods the jurisdictions may use to increase the effectiveness of their
recycling programs. She has consulted with a number of jurisdictions on
approaches that may be practical in their jurisdiction considering the
particular configuration of the solid waste system and the legal and
practical constraints they face. Her work has also covered the state-level
legislative initiatives on variable rates. She has prepared wide-ranging
policy papers for the Reason Foundation and other clients.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Dr. Skumatz is a member of the American Economic Association, Western Economic
Association, Washington State Recycling Association, National Recycling Coalition, Association
of Environmental and Resource Economists, American Water Works Association, International
Association of Energy Economists, Western Economics Association, National Alliance of
Women in Waste, Seattle Economists Club, Seattle Association of Women Economists, and the
Econometric Society.
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SELECTED REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

"Effects of Variable Rate Pricing on Waste Diversion and Planning Practices”, presented for
Texas Natural Resources Conference, Austin, Texas, January 1994.

Workshop on Variable Rate Pricing for BC Municipalities-and Solid Waste Planning Agencies,
two one-day workshops conducted for BC Ministry of the Environment, Kamloops, BC; Prince
George, BC, December 1994.

"Introducing the Hybrid Variable Rate System", BioCycle, November 1993.

Program Evaluation Design Reports, (coauthor) prepared for Local Hazardous Waste
Management Plan, Seattle/King County, Washington, November/December 1993.

Unit Pricing: Quantity Based Disposal Rates Manual, (coauthor), prepared for Illinois DENR,
Springfield, Ilinois, January, 1994.

Variable Rates for Cincinnati: kate Study Results and Recommendations, (coauthor) prepared
for City of Cincinnati, Ohio, January, 1994,

Task 2: Variable Rate System Design and Operations, prepared for City of Cincinnati, Ohio,
January, 1994.

"Forecasting Solid Waste Tonnage: Techniques and Alternatives” presented for the Ninth
International Conference on Solid Waste Management”, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November
1993.

Phase II: Variable Rate Solid Waste Rate Study, (coauthor) prepared for Village of Oak Park,
Oak Park, Illinois, September, 1993.

Solid Waste Funding Alternatives and Revenue Options, prepared for Portland METRO,
Portland, Oregon, October, 1993.

"Incentive Rates in Solid Waste" presentation for Air and Waste Management Association/EPA
Conference, Rochester, NY, November 1993.

"Variable Rates in Solid Waste: Status and Case Studies”, presented for Southern States Annual
Environmental Conference, Biloxi, Mississippi, October, 1993.
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"The Hybrid Variable System: Best of Both Worlds?", presented for Biocycle Regional
Conference, Austin, Texas, November, 1993.

"Program Evaluation: Accounting for Program Impacts” presented at National Recycling
Coalition, Nashville, Tennessee, October 1993.

"Variable Rates: Background and Case Studies”, presentation for Coalition of Northeast
Governors Workshop, Albany, New York, September 1993.

"Innovative Financing Options for Solid Waste Programs and Facilities”, presentation for
National Association of Counties National Convention, Chicago, Illinois, July 1993.

"Survey of Innovative International Waste Management Initiatives”, (coauthor), memo report
prepared for Procter and Gamble, Cincinnati, Ohio, July, 1993.

Implementation Options for Recycling/Reuse at Electric Generating Facilities, (coauthor),
prepared for the U.S. Department of Energy, Bonneville Power Administration, Portland,
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