N — —— ——— e s o el i it

m‘TF\JA g& hH R ¥
Y iy 3 MAY 2024 PM3 L
Feclond | A 95249 3 MAY 2024

—

W RECEIVED
B MAY 07 2024

%@&\.\G*S Q g WASH.UT. & TP, COMM
{O. box gqesmy 47250

Olympia i Q8504 - 72 56

-

LAE R T e TN ::::.T:_f:::_.:_;L;:_I:L::.:::;:TN:Z_



MARK and CYNTHIA STOKER
5919 CEDAR STREET
FREELAND, WA 98249
mfs@hpl-law.com

May 2,2024

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O.Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Docket UW 240151 Hearing Date 5-23-2024 9:30
Cascadia Water

Dear Commissioners,

Our names are Mark and Cynthia Stoker. We have owned our home at 5919 Cedar Street,
Freeland, WA for more than seven (7) years. We were part time residents until January 2024,
when we became full time residents. When we first purchased our home, we knew that it was
served by a private well that served approximately thirteen (13) of our neighbors and us. The
annual cost for water from Westview Water was approximately $180.00! The well
association was called Westview Water, and was operated by our next-door neighbor, Ron
Norman. Ron had maintained the well and water system for 25 years and did a remarkable
job. However, we knew that Ron could not maintain the system in perpetuity, and we knew
that none of us neighbors really had the know-how and means to take over operation of the
well and water system. We also came to realize that when we suffered power outages (often)
the well pump would shut off and water was not available to our home until power was
restored.

Our community suffered a flood from a shoreline break in December 2022. The well was
severely impacted and out of commission for 2 week. This was a severe hardship for full-time
residents and further emphasized the need for a more reliable, stable water system. Ron
approached us and our neighbors in the summer of 2023 with a plan to sell the Westview
Water rights and distribution assets to Cascadia Water and have Cascadia become the water
service provider to our community. The well itself would not be transferred. Rather, it would
be decommissioned per Washington State requirements. At the time, we felt this was 2 good
plan as it addressed two primary concerns; (1) a reliable, consistent supply of water that
would not go out in the event of power outages, and (2) a resolution to the concern that if Ron
was no longer available to operate and maintain the well and system, who would?

At the time of consideration, we were told that the cost of water service through Cascadia
would be approximately $45.00 per month; a significant increase over what we were currently
paying to Westview Water. Nonetheless, we felt this was a cost we and our neighbors could
bear for confidence in our water supply. The conversion to Cascadia Water was completed in
November 2023.

You can imagine our surprise when we received a letter from Cascadia Water in February
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