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[Service Date April 13, 2012]
April 13, 2012
NOTICE OF STATUS OF RULEMAKING

And

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT COMMENTS
(Due by the close of business on May 14, 2012)

Re:
Review Standards for Interconnection with Electric Generators in WAC 480-108, Docket UE-112133
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

On Thursday, March 29, 2012, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) held a workshop in this rulemaking proceeding to discuss comments filed by interested persons.  In joint comments, the Washington Public Utility District Association (WAPUDA), the Washington Rural Electric Cooperatives Association (WRECA) and the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) proposed that interested stakeholders form a collaborative discussion with technical staff from electric utilities, both public and private, about possible rule changes and to bring that discussion back to the Commission for formal consideration in the rulemaking.  This proposal, as well as other stakeholder comments are available for inspection on the Commission’s website at www.utc.wa.gov/112133.  
At the workshop, there was wide stakeholders support to pursue the collaborative discussions proposed by WAPUDA, WRECA and AWC.  The Interconnection Workgroup has agreed to hold its first meeting on Thursday, April 19, 2012, at WAPUDA’s building located at 212 Union Ave, SE, 2nd Floor, in Olympia.  Please contact Dave Warren of WAPUDA at (360) 741-2683 or dwarren@wpuda.org if you are interested in attending the meeting.
At the workshop, stakeholders participating in the collaborative agreed to provide the Commission a status report by the end of May, with a final report from the Interconnection Workgroup submitted to the Commission by June 30, 2012.  The report will indicate areas of agreement and proposed language for changes to the rules, as well as a description of the issues upon which the participants do not agree.

During the March 29 workshop, the Commission indicated that it would request additional comments from stakeholders and to allow interested persons to respond to comments filed in the rulemaking or to provide additional information.  Comments or responses to stakeholders must be filed with the Commission no later than 5:00 p.m., May 14, 2012.  The Commission requests that comments be provided in electronic format to enhance public access, for ease of providing comments, to reduce the need for paper copies, and to facilitate quotations from the comments.  You may submit comments via the Commission’s Web portal at www.utc.wa.gov/e-filing or by electronic mail to the Commission's Records Center at records@utc.wa.gov.  Please include:

· The docket number of this proceeding (UE-112133).

· The commenting party's name.

· The title and date of the comment or comments.

An alternative method for submitting comments is by mailing or delivering an electronic copy to the Commission’s Records Center on a 3 ½ inch, IBM-formatted, high-density disk, in .pdf Adobe Acrobat format or in Word 97 or later.  Include all of the information requested above.  The Commission will post on its web site all comments that are provided in electronic format.  The web site is located at www.utc.wa.gov/112133.

If you are unable to file your comments electronically or to submit them on a disk, the Commission will accept a paper document.  If you have questions regarding this rulemaking, you may contact staff lead, Elizabeth Osborne, at (360) 664-1209, or by email at eosborne@utc.wa.gov. 

Sincerely,

DAVID W. DANNER

Executive Director and Secretary

