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PUGET SOUND PILOTS 

FIRST EXHIBIT (PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS) TO THE  
PREFILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF  

JORGE J. VISO 4 

Q. Please state your name and business address.5 

A. My name is Jorge Viso. My business address is 499 S. Capital St SW, Suite 409,6 

Washington, DC 20003.7 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity?8 

A. I am employed by the American Pilots’ Association (“APA”) as President.9 

Q. What are your duties as President of APA?10 

A. As President of the APA, my duties include: representing pilots and the piloting11 

profession before the U.S. Congress, federal agencies, and state and local12 

legislative and administrative bodies; advising pilot groups and pilotage13 

authorities on pilotage operations, practices, and oversight of pilots and pilotage14 

systems; serving on the advisory Board for the International Maritime Pilots’15 

Association; and serving as a delegate and subject matter expert on IMPA16 

Delegations to the International Maritime Organization, a specialized United17 

Nations body responsible for international regulations and policies related to the18 

training and certification of mariners and the oversight of international shipping.19 
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Q. Briefly describe your relevant employment experience and education.1 

A. Prior to being elected APA President, I served in numerous leadership positions,2 

including Vice President of the APA’s South Atlantic States; Vice President, then3 

President of the Florida State Pilots’ Association; Executive Board Member of the4 

Harbor Safety and Security Committee of Tampa Bay; Chairman of the Tampa5 

Bay Pilots’ Association; and Vice Chairman of the Florida Board of Pilot6 

Commissioners. I also served as Chairman of the APA’s Navigation and7 

Technology Committee (NAVTECH) from 2002 until taking office as APA8 

President. I have also served as an instructor at the Maritime Institute of Training9 

and Graduate Studies and at the Maritime Pilots’ Institute.10 

From 1990 through 2016, I served as a pilot in the ports of Tampa Bay, Florida.11 

During my time as a Tampa Bay pilot, I piloted all manner of ships, including,12 

among others, cruise ships, containerships, tank vessels, general cargo ships, tug13 

and barge units, and military ships. Prior to becoming a state-licensed pilot, I14 

briefly served aboard harbor tugs, before sailing deep sea on chemical, product15 

and crude oil tankers.16 

In 1985 graduated from the United States Merchant Marine Academy at King’s17 

Point with a BS in Nautical Science. I have also earned the following professional18 

licenses and credentials: a Florida State pilot license; U.S. Coast Guard merchant19 

mariner credentials as Master of Steam and Motor Vessels (Limited Tonnage) and20 

Chief Mate of Steam and Motor Vessels (Unlimited Tonnage); and an unlimited21 

tonnage first-class pilot endorsement for the waters of Tampa Bay and its22 
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tributaries.  Prior to my appointment to King’s Point, I served aboard two ships in 1 

the U.S. Coast Guard from 1978-1981. 2 


