BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
	In re Commission Investigation of the Gas Pipeline System of the City of Enumclaw

	DOCKET PG-051609
JOINT MOTION TO AMEND STIPULATED AGREEMENT TO CLOSE DOCKET



I.  INTRODUCTION

1 In Order 01, issued on December 13, 2006, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) approved a Stipulated Agreement to Close Docket (Agreement), entered into by Commission Staff (Staff) and the City of Enumclaw (City) and filed on November 20, 2006.  Staff and the City filed an Addendum to the Agreement on June 25, 2007.  Paragraph 10 (or Section 4) of the Agreement required that the City assign an employee to the role of “Natural Gas Systems Manager” and required that this person not have responsibilities outside the management of the City’s gas system.  The City subsequently hired a Natural Gas Systems Manager in compliance with the Agreement, and also hired support staff to assist the Natural Gas Systems Manager.  
2 On January 28, 2014, the City filed a letter with the Commission requesting that Section 4 of the Agreement be amended so that the City’s provision of additional support staffing for the Natural Gas Systems Manager can result in some flexibility with respect to the duties that the Natural Gas Systems Manager can perform.  See Attachment A to this Motion.  Staff and the City subsequently agreed on an Amendment to Paragraph 10 (Section 4) of the Agreement to accomplish this purpose, which is set out below, and present this Joint Motion to Amend the Stipulated Agreement, and Modify Order 01 pursuant to WAC 480-07-875. 
II.  PROPOSED AMENDMENT
3 
Commission Staff and the City of Enumclaw propose to amend Paragraph 10 (Section 4) of the Agreement, by adding the word, “significant,” as follows: 
4.
The City agrees to assign an employee to the role of “Natural Gas Systems Engineer” or “Natural Gas Systems Manager.” This person shall be knowledgeable of the applicable federal and state pipeline safety regulations and experienced in the operation of gas distribution systems.  This person shall also coordinate all work of the City’s gas system personnel and be responsible for maintaining up to date plans, procedures and records as required under such regulations.  The Parties understand that it is critical that this person not have significant responsibilities outside the management of City’s gas system.  The City will also maintain other staff dedicated to the maintenance and operation of its system, including an Operations Supervisor and, at minimum, three qualified workers and a technician.  No later than June 30, 2007, the City will have in place the staffing described in this section. 
(Emphasis added).
4 The sole change to the Agreement is the addition of the word “significant” to Section 4.  The Stipulated Agreement, with the Addendum, is unchanged in all other respects.  
5 The parties also request that Order 01 be modified accordingly to permit the above Amendment to the Stipulated Agreement to Close Docket. 
III.  NARRATIVE IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT
6 Under WAC 480-07-875(1), the Commission may alter or amend any order that it has issued after notice to the public service company affected and to all parties in the proceeding.  Any order amending a prior order will have the same effect as any other final order when served upon the public service company affected. 

7 Under the original terms of the Agreement, the City’s Natural Gas Systems Manager was required to have no responsibilities outside the management of the gas system.  With the proposed Amendment, the Agreement will provide that this person shall not have significant responsibilities outside management of the gas system.  Since the Commission approved the Agreement in 2006, the City has hired a Natural Gas Systems Manager as well as staff to assist him.  The City is considering additional staffing to assist the Natural Gas Systems Manager.  The City believes that this additional staffing will enable the current Natural Gas Systems Manager to potentially provide assistance to the City in other areas of City operations, utilizing his experience and expertise for the City’s benefit.  The performance of these additional duties would not result in any work related to management of the gas system being left undone.  See Attachment A.  The proposed Amendment would provide the City with this flexibility.  The proposed Amendment, therefore, balances the practical needs of the City, as described in Attachment A, with the public interest in insuring that the Gas Manager’s primary and significant responsibilities remain at all times with the City’s gas system.  This is in the public interest. 
IV.  CONCLUSION

Commission Staff and the City of Enumclaw jointly request that the Commission approve the proposed Amendment to the Stipulated Agreement to Close Docket, and modify Order 01 accordingly.   
Dated this _______ day of February, 2014.  
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