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A resolution authorizing staff to make application to the Washington 
Department of Ecology for Referendum 39 funds to build a waste to 
energy facility. 

BACKGROUND 

The recently completed feasibility study by Morrison-Knudsen recom
mends construction of a waste to energy facility for this area. Up 
to $46 million for such a facility may be available from Referendum 
39 funds. Application for the funds does not commit us yet to build
ing the facility. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

A resolution authorizing City staff to make application to the 
Washington state Department of Ecology for Referendum 39 funding to 
be used for a waste-to-energy facility. 

WHEREAS, existing sanitary landfills in Spokane County have 
limited capacity, and arrangements must be made for future disposal 
of solid waste in this community: and 

WHEREAS, several alternatives to continued use of sanitary 
landfills have been explored, including the use of a municipal waste
to-energy facility: and 

WHEREAS, Morrison-Knudsen Co., Inc., has recently completed a 
feasibility study, a conceptual design, and a cost estimate for such 
a municipal waste-to-energy project for the Spokane area. That 
study recommends construction of a waste-to-energy facility in the 
vicinity of the Trent Avenue and Sullivan Road: and 

WHEREAS, co-generation of electricity and steam at the proposed 
facility would be used to offset the cost through sales of those 
energy resources: and 

WHEREAS, prompt action is necessary if this facility is to be 
built because of the lead time required to design, license and con
struct such a facility, and because of the useful life of the exist
ing sanitary landfills in the County; and 

WHEREAS, there are presently Referendum 39 funds available from 
the Washington State Department of Ecology for use as 50% matching 
funds in the construction of waste-to-energy projects with public 
ownership: -- NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Spokane that 
the City of Spokane act as lead agency in applying tor and securing 
Referendum 39 grant funds from the Department of Ecology, with the 
cooperation and approval of the Board of County Commissioners of 
Spokane County. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council that the Manager of 
Engineering and the Public Utilities Director are hereby directed 
and authorized to submit the necessary applications, supply any and 
all information, and take those actions necessary to secure a Ref
erendum 39 grant from the Department of Ecology for the construction 
of a waste-to-energy facility in Spokane County. 
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