
WA Dig Law Complaint
Avista vs M&L Construction
June 11, 2024 – 11911 N Stevens Ct Spokane WA, 99218 – Excavation damage to Avista gas service

Avista Utilities Supporting Documentation



Applicable RCW 19.122 Sections

• RCW 19.122.040 Underground facilities identified in bid or contract—

Excavator's duty of reasonable care—Liability for damages—Attorneys' fees.

(2) An excavator shall use reasonable care to avoid damaging underground facilities.

An excavator must:

(a) Determine the precise location of underground facilities which have been marked;

(b) Plan the excavation to avoid damage to or minimize interference with underground 

facilities in and near the excavation area; and

(c) Provide such support for underground facilities in and near the construction area, 

including during backfill operations, as may be reasonably necessary for the protection 

of such facilities.
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Avista GIS & Damage Sketch

Avista GIS Mapping Damage Sketch
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Original Locate vs. Damage Photos

Original Locate Photo Damage Photo
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Original Locate vs. Damage Photos
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Additional Damage Photos
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Responding Serviceman Photo

Damage To Pipe Close-Up / Sketch

Damage To Pipe Photo

Severely bent pipe. Not poked or sliced.

Trace wire 

pulled until 

broken and 

stripped.
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