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WA Case 21-017 
Northwest Grading vs Avista 

 
Alleged Violation:  19.122.030 Failure to completely and adequately mark utility lines 
 
Location:  Cedar Road in Deer Park 
 
Locate Ticket:  No ticket number listed on complaint 
 
Summary: 
 
Northwest Grading’s complaint references Comcast, Avista is not affiliated with Comcast nor does ELM 
Utility Locating Services locate for Comcast.  This complaint is extremely vague which makes it difficult 
for Avista to address the issues in the complaint without having received supporting documentation 
from Northwest Grading prior to Avista having to provide a response.  Avista offers the following 
response: 
 
Neither Avista nor ELM is aware of an unmarked electrical line that was discovered on this project.  
There is no reference as to when or where that line was discovered.  There are a few abandoned lines in 
this project area as Avista relocated some of their facilities just prior to the start of this project.    
 
Northwest Grading is working on a large road construction project on Cedar Road in Deer Park with 
multiple locate tickets.  This project is over a mile long from 6th to Enoch which anything over 700 feet is 
defined as a large project.  See Exhibit A for vicinity map of project area.  As such Northwest Grading 
should have conferred with Avista’s locator’s on phasing of the project for locates.   
 
No locate ticket was cited in the complaint so Avista will start with the first 2 Tickets Northwest Grading 
submitted which are Tickets 21087212 1 of 2 712 Cedar Road Exhibit C and 21087222 2 of 2 Cedar Road 
Exhibit D on Friday, March 5, 2021 for the same project one for south of the airport entrance starting at 
6th St and one for north of the airport entrance to Enoch.  According to the locator’s comments in both 
Exhibit C and Exhibit D Northwest Grading did not plan to begin construction until April.  Most of the 
marks were completed for the first ticket 21087212 Exhibit C on March 9, 2021.  Since Northwest 
Grading was not planning to start their project right away or within the required 10 days, ELM did not 
mark the second ticket 21087222 as this was during the rainy season and the marks would not have 
lasted since Northwest Grading was starting on the south part of the project which was marked.  
Northwest Grading then submitted an update ticket for 21087222 2 of 2 which is locate ticket 21109473 
on March 18, 2021 stating “markings from original ticket not completed”, Exhibit E.  
 
Avista’s understanding from conversations with ELM is that Northwest Grading was upset that Avista’s 
facilities were not marked immediately for the entire project as they wanted to look over the project 
with all the locate marks down before they started construction.  Northwest Grading failed to take 
reasonable steps to confer with Avista’s locators to locate facilities reasonably in advance of each phase 
of the work as required in 19.122.030 (2).    
 
See Exhibit B which is a list of all the locates tickets for Northwest Grading for this project to the date of 
the complaint with corresponding Exhibit identification (Exhibits C through I)  which are copies of the 
locate tickets and locator’s corresponding comments for each ticket. 
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Exhibit A – Vicinity map of Cedar Rd excavating project  
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Exhibit B – List of all locate tickets for Northwest Grading for the Cedar Rd project to date of the 
complaint and the corresponding Exhibit letter that has a copy of the locate ticket and the locator’s 
comments and response date for each Exhibit. 
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Exhibit C – Ticket 1 of 2 called in on 3/5/21 Northwest Grading locate ticket 21087212 with locator’s 
timeline and comments for the south end of the project. 
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Form Name: Ticket  

•  Comments:  

AVISTA-E - 3/9.T.J. ..TICKET COMPLETE....got the 3 phase going south and west. But the 

street lights wouldn't locate. Called and talked to Andrew no starting until april. Also got the 3 

phase at airport entrance going north south and east; AVISTA-G - 3/9.T.J. got the 2in pe main 

going south then got the 4in pe going west and got the 2in pe main going east also got 2601 

service going east . Then got 4in pe main going north and 2in pe main going east and service 

going west and airport entrance; 

Ticket copied to assignment from DLS 2694033 on 3/9/2021 by Proszek, Tyler P  

AVISTA-E – Ticket Moved From DLS 2694678 to DLS 2694710 On 3/9/2021 by Ross, Ryan J 

Ticket Moved From DLS 2694710 to DLS 2694678 On 3/10/2021 by Ross, Ryan J  

AVISTA-E - Located 5 street lights around white paint. Justyn 3.10; AVISTA-G - Didnt mark. 

All gas already located. Justyn 3.10;  

Ticket Reopened On 4/8/2021 by Proszek, Tyler P AVISTA-E - 4/8.T.J. complete; AVISTA-G 

- 4/8.T J. Got from main entrance south to other entrance got then 4in main going north and 

south then the 2in going east and the stubs going west;  
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Exhibit D – Ticket 2 of 2 called in on 3/5/21 for Northwest Grading locate ticket 21087222 with locator’s 
timeline and comments for the north end of the project.   
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•  Form Name: Ticket  

•  Comments:  

AVISTA-E - 3/9.T..J started on the first ticket of this project. No starting until April;  

AVISTA-E - Located from three phase j box near entrance of airport. Located it north to j box 

j11491. Located crossings south of that j box. Justyn 3.19; AVISTA-G - Started on power. 

Didnt mark gas yet. Justyn 3.19;  

Ticket Moved From DLS 2702414 to DLS 2702431 On 3/24/2021 by Proszek, Tyler P 

AVISTA-E - Ash3.24 located electric from j11491 to j11493 didn't locate crossing because 

road is wet. All electric located from prior locate from 1201 (jbox j11491) south to j11509 with 

flags&paint from prior locate, including crossings. Need crossing for 1320 and north to enoch.; 

AVISTA-G - Ash3.24 started located at stub at 1201 north to stubs by 1320. All gas south of 

1201 already located by prior locate with flags and paint. Need from 1320 crossing north to 

enoch and crossing for 1212.;  

AVISTA-E - Ash3.26 located crossings at 1212&1320. Need electric marked from j11493 

north to enoch. South of transformer already located from prior locates, on this ticket.; 

AVISTA-G - Ash3.26 located crossings for 1320&1212. Need main from stubs across from 

1320 north to enoch. All of the south mains & services were located in prior locates.; 

AVISTA-E - Located from j box north of 1320 north to end of dig area. Justyn 3.30; AVISTA-

G - Located all gas main and stubs north of j box at 1320 north to end of dig area. Justyn 3.30;  
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Exhibit E – Second locate request (update ticket for 21087212 original ticket 1 of 2) by Northwest 
Grading on March 18, 2021 stating that “markings from original ticket not completed” and locator’s 
comments and timeline.   
 

 
 

 
 

Form Name: Ticket  

•  Comments:  

AVISTA-E - Starting next week; Ticket Moved From DLS 2702414 to DLS 2702431 

On 3/24/2021 by Proszek, Tyler P AVISTA-E - Ash3.24 refreshed all Marks from 

prior locate.locate paint was still visible; AVISTA-G - Ash3.24 refreshed locate paint 

from prior locate; 
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Exhibit F – Update ticket 21159152 
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Exhibit G – Updated locate ticket 21159160 locator’s comments indicating that Northwest Grading was 
just updating their ticket and that no remarks were needed. 
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Exhibit H – Updated locate ticket 21221981 with locator’s comments indicating that everything was still 
flagged. 
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Exhibit I – Updated locate ticket 2122044 and locator’s comments that everything is still flagged. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


